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ies, Uppsala University
E-mail: gregmons@yahoo.com

moxtop I'peropu [bxom CaliMoHC, Hay4HBIH CoO-
TpyZHUK Ymmncansckoro llerTpa pycckux u esporeii-
CKMX MCCJIeZIOBaHUH, YHUBepcureT Ymrcanst, [lIBenus

«OrBercTBeHHAd 3aM[¥Ta» — IPEJJIOT U OTKPOBEHHOH HHOCTpaHHOH arpeccuu B Cupun. OfHAKO 3TOTO He-
JIOCTATOYHO 1A 0BIIeCTBEHHOCTH Ha anafe, I09ToMy OBUIO CO37iaHa JIETeHZA O TOM, UTO IpesHAeHTy Acamy
KOHe1] ¥ MaJIeHHe er0 PeXXHMa — JeJIo BpeMeHH. BpIy couuHeHs HCTOPHH 00 MCIOIB30BAaHHK CHPHHCKUM pe-
XHAMOM XMMHYECKOTO OpY>XHA ¥ 06/IafaHHK AZePHBIMI MaTepHAIaMH, O HAMEDEHHH PacIIPOCTPAHUTh TIOJHTH-
YecKyIo HecTaOHJIBHOCTS 3a npezensl Cupuu — Ha Typruso, Jlusan u Moppammo. fBnsgioTcs M 5TH JlereHas!
TOATOTOBKOM K OTKPOReHHOH BoiiHe nporus Cupun?

Kiouessie cropa: CHpHs, TYMaHUTapHAA HHTepBeHIuA, ApabGckan BecHa, 3amagusie CMUY, nmpomaranpa,
CMeHa peXXMMa, OpPy’KHe MacCOBOTO NMopaxeHud, Bamap ans-Acag,

Introduction

The Syrian civil war has been ongoing for nearly
two years now, this conflict is extremely violent and
perpetuated by various foreign interests backing the
various sides directly involved. As with Libya, there
was an initial attempt to allow the United States and
its allies a free hand to wage an open military cam-
paign against the Bashar al-Assad regime and aiding
the various insurgent and terrorist forces aligned
against him through the United Nations Security
Council. Although, it is likely that this would be
conducted under the guise of humanitarian interven-
tion that was intended to alleviate the suffering of the
Syrian people, an act of a good global citizen within
the framework of Responsibility to Protect (R2P).

This article starts with the premise that mass me-
dia and journalism in the West is not acting in the ca-
pacity as a fourth estate (a check and balance against
the abuses and excesses of the state), but rather to
promote a narrow set of policy interests by the state.
For example, the advancement of the notion of regime
changes through a concerted information war effort,
which has been proclaimed by the United States and
its allies in the Syrian civil war. To do this, public
support needs to be shaped and then harnessed in or-
der to present the facade of public consensus.

Mass media play a vital role as they permit audi-
ences that are remote from events, such as this civil
war, to connect with it. However, this is done through
a very carefully chosen strategy of pathos rhetoric,
labelling and descriptions in order to manage how the
public view and respond to the different actors.

BBenenune

Cupriickas rpaxaHckad BoHHA HPOINODKACTCA YXKE TOYTH
IBa TOoJa. DTOT KOH(IHKT YPe3RFIYaHHO JKECTOK, U 32 HHUM CKpbI-
BalOTCA pasiHYHBIC BHEUTHENOIUTHUECKHE HHTEPECH CTOpOH,
HETOCPEACTBEHHO yYacTByIomMX B HeM. Kax u B JIuBHH, 5T0 OBLTA
TIONBITKA pasesisars pyku CoemurennpM [ltaTam 1 BX COMO3HUKAM
Ut TOTO, YTOOBI T€ MOIVIM BECTH OTKPHITYIO BOCHHYIO KaMHaHHIO
mportHB pexuMa bamapa ams Acaga, a Taloke 0ObeUHHTE Pa3id-
HBIE TIOBCTAHUYECKHE H TeppOpHCTHYecKHe ciibl depes Coser bes-
onacHoctH Oprarizamun O0pemiHenHsx Harpiit ot 60pe0OEL €
HIM. XOTH, CKOpeeé BCero, 5To OyleT MpecTaBIeHo KaK I'yMaHH-
TapHOE BMEIIATENBCTBO, KOTOPOE AKOOBI HMMEET HENbi0 O0NerdnuTsh
CIpaZlaHUs CHPHIICKOTO HAapoja, M KaK aKT JoOpONopsIoYHOTO
TpaKJaHHHa MHpa B pamKax OteercTBenHOCTH 110 3angre (R2P).

HauneM ¢ KOHCTATALIMU TOTO, 4TO CPEHCTBA MaccoBo# mudop-
MaII ¥ XKYPHATHCTHKA Ha 3anaje He BEICTYIAIOT B Ka4eCTBE eT-
BEPTOH BIACTH (COCPKUBAHKS H IPOTHBOBECA TIPOTHB 3JIOYNOTPeD-
JeHHH ¥ nepernboB rocynapcTBEHHOMH BIACTH), @ CKOpee, CIIoco0-
CTBYIOT MOMEPKKE MONMUTHUSCKUX HHTEPECOB IOCYAApCTBEHHOH
pracTd. OfHE W3 TakuX TPUMEPOB — 3TO JIOCTIDKEHHE CMEHBI pe-
JKHMa IMYTEeM COIIaCOBAHHBIX YCHIHI IO BEACHITO HH(POPMAIHOH-
Hoii BOIiHBL, KoTOpas Onbla 00bsBneHa Coenunentsivy LlTaTamu n
MX COIO3HHKAaMH B CHPHHCKOH IpaxxIaHcKol Boine. i1 mocTinke-
HIAL OTOH TeMH HeoOXommMo chOpMHPOBaTh OOINECTBEHHYIO MOJ-
TEPKKY, KOTOpas 3aTeM HCIIONb3YETCH L TOIO, YTOOBI [IOCYKHTh
(hacamoM, ZEMOHCTPHPYIOUIHM OOIIECTBEHHOE COTTIACHE.

B mannpix colbImiX cpenciBa MaccoBOH HHGOpMAIMH HIPAKOT
BaXKHYIO POJIH, TIOCKONBKY OHH IO3BOJIIOT AYIHTOPHH, YIATICHHOH OT
TaKuX COOBITHIL, KaK 3Ta IpOKAAHCKasA BOIiHA, CIISAUTH 3a HuMIL Tem
He MeHee, 5T0 Aefiaercs Yepe3 OUeHb TINATSIBHO BEIOPAHHYIO CTpaTe-
THIO Na()OCHOMH PHTOPHKYL, HABCIIHBAHNA APITBIKOB H TEHACHIINO3HEIX
ormicaHuil [y TOro, 9100 cHOPMHPOBATH BIIGJIHE OIPEeIeHHOS
OOIECTRCHHOE MHEHHE U PEAKIHIO Ha PasiiYHbIC COOBITHA,
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In order to reveal these manipulations it is
necessary to deconstruct the so-called popular
view of the Svrian conflict, which castes Assad
and his forces as the villains in this story, and the
insurgents/terrorists aligned against him as the
heroes. There is an increasing trend to try and pre-
sent this conflict as entering the final phase, and
that regime change is inevitable. At the same time,
there is a concerted effort to try and rally public
opinion in to accepting direct military intervention
in this war. As such, there needs to be a justifica-
tion for this move. There are two discernible
tracks, one is the ‘humanitarian’ line and invokes
the notion that this is done for the good of the Syr-
ian people. The other is the ‘containment’ track
that focuses upon the idea that urgent military ac-
tion is needed to prevent effects and threats from
going bevond the Syrian borders; Weapons of
Mass Destruction (WMDs) and the regionalisation
of the war provide two such examples.

Methodological and Theoretical
Considerations

This article uses various information sources
that include theoretical and conceptual literature on
media, communication and armed conflict. Other
sources used are media articles and reports by think
tanks and other organisations. The media articles
have been sourced through news aggregate services
and via targeted internet searches for particular
events or topics. It is intended to analyse the media
and other public material from the point of view of
propaganda, and its potential influence on targeted
publics in order to try and advance the ultimate goal
of achieving regime change in Svria.

Philip Tavlor described propaganda as being a
deliberate communication ploy to attempt to influ-
ence the way that a target audience thinks and be-
haves, which benefits the agenda of the originator
of the message'. However, propaganda is usually
effective only when an audience is not aware it is
being targeted. Should it become aware of the fact,
they may seek to go in another direction than in the
one they were being steered. Propaganda can be
used in the context of ‘facilitating’ the democratic
process by influencing public opinion on policy.
This issue has been raised by the prominent public
relations scholars Edward Bernays and Walter
Lippmann in the 1920s. Walter Lippmann speaks of
the divide between what he terms as ‘insiders’ and
‘outsiders.” That is, the ruling elite of a country
(insiders) and the citizenry (outsiders). The insiders
possess the expertise and knowledge for running a
country and the citizens (at best) are partially in-
formed about the affalrs of state and are manipulat-
ed by the insiders®. By keeping the citizens partially
informed or uniformed they are easier to influence
in terms of their opinions held.

Within this context, the role and nature of public
opinion and its management has become a critical
issue within the political sphere. This is owing to the
nature of modern politics that rests upon the notion of
working with the perception of public consent’. In the

Jts Toro, 4ToGE! BEIMBHTH MOA0OHBIE MAHHUITYIISAINH, HEO0X0-
MO OpOJIHTE CBET HA TaK HA3BIBAEMBIH NMOMYIIAPHBIH B3y Ha
CHpHICKUH KOH(UINKT, KOTOPBH KiIefiMUT Acaga H ero CHIbl KaK
370[CEB, & IOBCTAHIIEB / TEPPOPUCTOB, OOBEIUHEHHBIX HPOTHB
HETO, TIPENCTaBIeT Kak repoes. CyllecTByeT HapacTaromas TeH-
JeHIUA K TOMY, YTOOBI IOIBITATHCA IPEICTABHTD STOT KOH(IHKT
BCTYITAIOMINM B 3aKTIOYHTENBHYIO (pasy M IaTb IOHATH, YTO CMEHA
pexmMa HemzOexHa. B To Jke BpeMst IpHIararoTes COracoBaHHbIE
YCHNIHSL C LENBI0 CIUIOTHTH OOIMECTBEHHOE MHEHWE B MOJB3Y
ONpaBJaHHA IIPAMOTO BOSHHOTO BMEIATENHCTBA B 3Ty BOIHY.
Takoe BeTymIeHse B BOHHY JODKHO ObITh 000cHOBaHO. st 9T0r0
CYIIECTBYET [Ba BO3MOMKHBIX ITyTH, OMMH W3 HUX — «TyMaHHTap-
Hasp» JIMHHS, OH BBI3BIBACT NpEJCTaBieHHe y moTpebureneil uu-
¢opmarm, YTO 3T0 Aenaercs Ha Onaro cupmiickoro Hapona. Jpy-
Tofl — MyTh «CHEPXMBAHI», KOTOPHIH (QOKyCHpyercs Ha Hjee o
TOM, YTO BOCHHbIE NCHCTBHA HEeOOXOMMMBI UL TOTO, 4TOOBI
IPEAOTBPATHTL IOCNEACTBHA M YIpo3y BeIXoAa KOH(IMKTA 3a
PaMKH CHPHHCKOH I'DaHMIIBI, HCIIOJIb30BAHUS OPYKHS MACCOBOTO
yaHgTOXNeHHIST (OMY) M perHoHanu3aiuy BOHHEL

MetogonorndecKue u TEOPETHYECKHE cooﬁpamemm

B 3T0ii cTaThe HCIIOMB3YIOTCSA pasiM4HbIE HCTOYHMKH HH-
($opMaLuH, KOTOPEIE BKIIOYAIOT TEOPETHYECKYIO H KOHLETyab-
Hyto nutepatypy o CMH, KoMMyHHUKAIMH ¥ BOOPYXCHHBIX KOH-
¢mukrax. Taxke B KAY€CTBE HCTOYHHKOB HCIIOMB3YIOTCA CTATHH B
CPEACTBaX MaccOBOH MH(OpMAaIHH H OOKIAJB aHUMTHYECKHX
LEHTPOB ¥ Jpyrux oprasmsauuii. CTaTbi U3 CPELCTB MAcCOBOH
HH(pOPMAITHH B3ATH H3 HH(OPMAHOHHBIX IPOTPaMM HOBOCTEH, a
TaoKe OBUTH IONYYeHE] B PE3Y/IbTaTe LieJCHAPABICHHOrO MIOHCKa
urdopmainy B VIHTepHETE 110 KOHKPETHOMY COOBITHIO HIIH TEME.
CraTpst MMEET LENBIO aHAIN3 MEIMHHBIX M ApYrHx ofluecTBeH-
HBIX MAaTEPHAIOB C TOYKYU 3PEHHS HUCIIONB30BAHMA POIATran/Isl U
€€ IOTCHIHANBHOTO BIAMSHIA Ha 0OIECTBEHHOCTD IS TOTO, YTO-
OB HOTBITATECS M NPHOI3ATECA K JOCTIDKEHHIO KOHEYHOH ey
— cMeHe pexxuma B Cupun.

Qumun Telnop onucan MPOHaraHAy KaK NpeJHaMEpPEHHYI0
KOMMYHHKAIHOHHYIO YJIOBKY B IIOIBITKE OKa3aTh BIHIHME Ha TO,
YTO MBICIH H IOBEJCHHE AyAHTOPHH, HAa KOTOPYIO OHA Hale/eHa;
OHA HamlpaplieHa Ha ciyx0y HHTepecaM co3fjatens JaHHOH HH-
opmamuu'. Tem He MeHee, NpoNaraHa, Kak NpaBmiIo, sddex-
THBHA TOJIBKO TOTJa, KOTHA ONpenieieHHas o0IIecTBeHHas ayIy-
TOPHJ HE 3HACT, 4TO 0XOTa BE/IeTCs HMEHHO Ha Hee. Ecii e uenp
HponaraHAbl CTAHOBHTCS SIBHOH, TO OOMIECTBEHHOCTH, Ha KOTO-
PYIO BEAETCA 0XO0Ta, MOXKET IIOHTH IO APYroMY ILYTH, OTIHYHOMY
OT TOTO, Ha KOTOPBIH ee IBITaloTcs Hampasuth. IIponaranaa mo-
xeT OBbITH HCIIONB30BAHA B KOHTEKCTE (COACHCTBILDY JEMOKPATH-
YECKOMY IIPOLECCY ITyTeM BIHSHHA OOIIECTBEHHOIO MHEHHA Ha
HOIMHMTHKY. J71a npofiiema IOJHHUMANach BHIHBIMH YYCHBIMH B
obracTi oOIecTBeHHEIX OTHOICHHH JxBappoMm bepHaiicoM u
Yonrepom JIunmvanoM eme B 1920-x . Yonrtep JlurmmMan ro-
BOPHT O pa3s/ieJICHHH MEX/Ty TEMH, KOTO OH HasbIBaeT «HHcaie-
paMm» M «ayrcaiizepamu». 310 IpaBsias SHUTa CTpaHsl (HHCal-
Jiepsl) ¥ rpaxciane (aytcaiinepnt). Mucaiinepst 06nafaioT OnbiroM
H 3HAHISAMM 1A YIIPaBICHHA CTPAaHOH, a IrpaxcaHe (B IydiueMm
ciydae) 9acTHIHO HHGOPMHPOBAHEI O TOCYIaPCTBEHHBIX JIeax, H
uHcaliepsl MMH MaHHIyIHpyloT . II10xo win BoBce He uHpOp-
MHpOBaHHBIE TPaXKJaHe Jierde MHOMNAIOTCA BIHSIHHIO B IUIAHE
(OpMHPOBaHIA HX MHEHMIL

B 3TOM KOHTEKCTe NPHPOIA U POIh OOLIECTBEHHOIO MHEHHA
H YNpaBJIeHHE HM CTalI0 ONHHM U3 BaXHEHIINMX BOMPOCOB B MOJIH~
THIECKOH cdepe. D10 0OYCIOBICHO XapakTepoM COBPEMEHHOH
HOJMTHKH, KOTOpas OIHpAacTCs Ha HACK paboThi, HallpaBJICHHOMH
Ha nosfyyeHHe o0IecTBeHHOTO cornacus . ['oBops o BoiiHe H oT-

! Taylor P.M., Munitions of the Mind: A History of Propaganda from the Ancient World to the Present Day, Manchester, Manches-

fer Umvers1ty Press, 2003. P. 6.

Llppmann W. The Phantom Public. Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick (USA), 2009 (original published in 1927).
3 McNair B. An Introduction to Political Communication. 4th Edition, Routledge London, 2007.
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context of war and the relationship between politics
and journalism, Sarah Oates observes that there has
been a “marked decrease in openness and freedom of
information in the coverage of international con-
flicts.” And the decisive factor that determines the
nature of the conflict’s coverage is the way in which
states choose to frame the named conflict'.

Oates also makes some revealing remarks con-
cerning the political (governmental) point of view
concerning media coverage of conflicts. Evidence
exists that mass media provide “quite limited” and
“biased” information on conflicts, vet they are still
criticised and condemned by the state for not show-
ing enough faith or commitment to the cause (of
war). This implies that the state seeks to create a
balance (in its favour) whereby public information
is used to support policy. This demonstrates the
considerable influence of politics in shaping com-
mitment and resolve in initiating and prosecuting
armed conflict®.

The question is how to reahse intended policy
through the use of perception management and oth-
er forms of manipulation? This is answered, to an
extent, by Michael Ignatieff who discusses this is-
sue within the frame of terrorism. Although, this is
equally true for armed conflict in general.

The first challenge that a terrorist emergency
poses to democracy is to this system of adversarial
justification. The machinery of legislative deliber-
ation and judicial review grinds slowly. Emergen-
cies demand rapid action. Hence they require the
exercise of prerogative. Presidents and prime min-
isters have to take action first and submit ques-
tions later. But too much prerogative can be bad
for democracy itsel

Although related to the context of terrorism,
armed conflict in general creates the emergence of
emergency or a crisis. By reality and by perception
there is a threat to values (human life or an ideology
for example), an urgent call for action in order to
meet the threat, and a shortage of time in which to
act, This situation creates an ideal environment re-
ducing civil liberties and rolling back democracy. A
concrete example is the United States involvement
in its military action against Gadaffi’s forces in
Libva, the length of the operation violated the US
Constitution. Yet there have been no repercussions
for the Obama administration and limited public
outcry. Traditional mass media have been failing in
their duty to public interest in favour of a narrow
range of political interests.

The emergence of new and social media has
shifted the time frame of news reporting and made
the process more open (to scrutiny and criticism).
Initially this new form did cause a lot of concern for
governments’. A pood example of this was the
emergence of groups such as Wikileaks, Media
Lens and others that have challenged the opaque
world of news production. An important observa-
tion made regarding the role of information and

~CMCT5MA KOOPAWHAT

HOIUEHMAX MEXTY MONMTHKOH H sKypHanucTukoi, Capa Oyrc
OTMEHYAET, UTO HaONOAACTCH «3aMETHOE CHIDKEHHE OTKPBITOCTH H
cB0o60B1 HHOPMALMH B OCBEIICHUM MEXIYHAPOIHBIX KOH(IIHK-
TOBY. Y pemaronmm GakTopoM, ONPEeCILIIONM XapaKkTep OCBe-
IHEHAA KOH(IHNKTA, ABISETCA TOT ITyTh, KOTOPKIH BBIOHPAIOT TOC-
YapCTBa, 4T06bI 0XapaKTePH30BATh HA3BAHHEI KOH(IHKT

OyTc TaroKe fefaeT HeKOTOPHIe 3aMeJaHus, KacaloIHecs BEl-
SIBIICHHA TOMHTHYECKOH (rocyJapCTBEHHOM) TOYKH 3peHHsi Ha
ocpemenne koHdmikToB B CMU. CyuiecTByloT noKa3atenscisa
TOro, HYTO CpeACTBa MaccoBoH wmHQOpMAIMH 00eCHeIUBaoT
«BEChMa OTPAHHYEHHYIO» U (IPEAB3ATYIO» HHOOPMAIHIO O KOH-
(mHKTaX, HO, TEM HE MCHee, OHH IO-IPEKHEMY IIO/(BEPTal0ICs
KPHTHKE H OCYXICHHIO CO CTOPOHBI TOCYAapCTBa 3a TO, YTO He
BEIKA3BIBAIOT JOCTATOMHYIO BEPY HIH NIPHBEDKEHHOCTH eIy
(BofHEI’). DTO O3HAUAET, UTO TOCYAAPCTBO CTPEMHTCH CO3HATh
GanaHc (B CBOIO IIONE3Y), IPH KOTOPOM o0LIecTBeHHAs HHPOpMa-
IS HCTIONB3YeTCs JUISL NOUIEPKKH HONUTHKH. JTO CBUETENb-
CTBYET O 3HAYUTENHHOM BIDLTHHH ITONHTHKH B (JOPMHPOBAHUH
IIPHBEP)KEHHOCTH H PEIIMMOCTH B MHHIHHPOBAHMH H TIPOBEJe-
HHH BOOPY)KEHHBIX KOH(IHKTOB'.

Bonpoc B ToM, KaK peajyn30BaTh TeHACHIHO3HYIO HOIHTHKY
4epe3 YIpaBJeHHE BOCIPHATHEM IPaXIaH H depes apyrue ¢op-
MBI MaHHITyupoBanua? Ha 3ToT Bompoc, B HEKOTOPOH CTETICHH,
naer otseT M. MrHatseB, xoTopsiii ofcyxmaer 31y mpobiemy B
paMKax aHalH3a TepPOpH3Ma, XOTS 9TO B PABHOIH CTEICHH OTHO-
CHTCS M K BOOPYKCHHBIM KOHQIHKTaM B LIEIIOM.

TlepBriii BEI30B, KOTOPHIH TeppopmM OpocaeT NEMOKpaTHH, —
3TO, B JIRHHOH CHCTEME, COCTA3ATENIbHOCTH B ONpAaBIaHMM KaKHX-
mbo neHcTBri. MexaHH3M 3aKOHOJATENBHOrO M cynebHoro o6-
CYXKAECHMS ABIDKETCS MeIeHHO. Upe3BhryaliHbie CHTYAllHH, Halpo-
THB, TpeOyIoT OBICTphIX Aciictuil. CneoBaTessHO, OHU TPEOYIOT
oOnajaHus HCKIIOYUTENBHBIM NIPaBOM. B 2Toft cHTyalmy npesi-
JCHTHI ¥ IPEMBEP-MUHHCTPBI BEIHY)K/ICHBI CHAYaIA ACHCTBOBATS, a
BOTIPOCHI 3aaBath nozxke. Ho obnamande ciaumikoM GompiimMu
TIPEPOraTHBAMH MOYXET ObITh IUTOXO I CAMOM AEMOKPATHH .

BoopyxeHHbIi KOH(IHKT, XOTA 1 OTHOCHTCS K TEPPOPH3MY, B
LIEMOM CO3/Ia€T YPE3BBMANHYIO HIH KPH3HCHYIO CHTyarmio. B pe-
aJIGHOCTH M TI0 TOMY, KaK BOCIIDHHHMAETCS CHTYAIUs, CYIeCTRYeT
YIpo3a HeHHOCTAM (HaIpiMep, XKH3HH YeI0BeKa WIH HICONOIHH),
TIPH3BIB K CPOYHBIM ASHCTBHSM, YTOOBI IPOTHBOCTOSTH YIPO3e H
OYeHb MBIl NMPOMEXKYTOK BPEMEHM I TOTO, YTOOBI peHCTBO-
BaTh. JTa CHTYaIHi CO3JaeT HAeaIbHbIE YCIOBHS YT COKPALICH
rpaXAaHCKHX CBODOX M IIA OTKATa JIEMOKpaTHH Haszaja. KoHKper-
HBIM TIpHMEpOM sBIeTcs yuacTue CoeuHeHHbX 1TaToB B BOCH-
HBIX AeHCTBHSX DPOTHB CHII Ka;matbn B Jlusmu: Jlaunas onepaims
nposomwiack B Hapymenue Korcruryrpmr CHIA. Tem He MeHee,
i agMuHHCTpainH O0aMmbl He OBUTO HHMKAKHX HEraTHBHbIX II0-
CTIC/ICTBHH, H caMa oliepaliyis BI3BaJIa JIHIIb OIPaHHYeHHbIH o0mme-
CTBEHHEIH pe3oHanc. Tpa/MImOHHbIE CpPENCTBa MaccoBOH HHGOp-
Mal{H He BHITIONHUIN CBOHX OOS3aHHOCTEH JeHCTBOBATS B 3aLIUTY
OOIIECTBEHHBIX HMHTEPECOB, MX JeHcTBus ObUIH HANPaBICHBI HA
3AIHTY Y3KOTO KpYra MOJIMTHYECKHX HHTEPECOB.

TlosBrerne HOBBIX OOLISCTBEHHBIX CPEACTE MacCOBOIl HH-
dhopMarmH H3MEHIUIO BpeMeHHbIe paMKH HOBOCTHEIX IIPOTpamMMm
M cpenano nporece 6osee OTKPBHITHIM (A KOHTPOIS H KPHTH-
k#). C MOMEHTa BO3HMKHOBEHHSA 3TH HOBEIC (DOPMBI BBI3BANH
ombloe GECTIOKORCTBO B IPABUTENLCTRAX", XOPOIIHM MpHME-
POM ITOTO CTANO HOABICHUE TaKKX Tpymm, kak Wikileaks, Media
Lens H ApYTHX, KOTOpble OPOCHIH BHI30B HEIPO3PaYHOMY MUDY
HoBocTeH. BaxHoe HalniofeHHe, CAGNAHHOE O POIH UH(OpMa-

! Oates S. Introduction to Media and Politics. Sage, London, 2009. P. 113.

2 Ibid. P. 129.

3 Simons G. The Use of Rhetoric and the Mass Media in Russia’s War on Terror, Demokratizatsiya. The Journal of Post-Soviet De-

mocratlsatlon 2006. Vol. 14. No 4. Pp. 579-600.

Ignaneff M. The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror. Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2005.
* Gowing N. ‘Skyful of Lies” and Black Swans: The New Tyranny of" Shifting Information Power in Crises. Reuters Institute for the

Study of Journalism, Oxford, 2009.

33




_MPOCTPAHCTBO U BPEMSA 2(12)/2013

communication during or immediately preceding
war (information war) is intended to mobilise the
public as spectators of the conflict and not as active
participants on the battlefield!. This means their
consent (or at least lack of resistance) to engaging
i or continuation of a war is required to provide a
sense of legitimacy, and not the public being active-
ly involved in the physical fighting.

How is this ‘consent’ achieved through the use
of information and communication? The answer can
be found in part through the use and effect of rheto-
ric. Three types of rhetoric are of interest within the
frame of this article — ethos, pathos and logos. Ethos
concerns the dimension whereby the credibility of
the orator is intended to be the means of persuading
the audience. A logical and sound argument serves as
the basis for logos. The use of emotion, both positive
and negative, is the basis for persuasion in pathos’,
Use of definitions and labels is important as they
create an environment of apparently agreed upon
perceptions and understandings. In some way. it
makes the world around us much more clear and
easy to understand®. The word apparent is used to
denote that the process of arriving at the agreed upon
definitions and labels is not an equal one, the state
with media collaboration is in a much better position
to determine this than the public owing to access to
means of mass communication.

A label is not a neutral act as it carries with it a
set of values and expectations when invoked. And
thereby gives greater context and meaning to the en-
vironment in which it is located. When successfully
applied, labels and definitions also have an effect of
narrowing the permitted discourse concerning a per-
son or an event. Tuman notes that “definitions and
labels create possibilities for empowering people,
causes, issues, and movements or taking way power
from the same”*, This is most evident within the Syr-
ian conflict, where communication from the US and
its allies are directed at empowering the insurgent
forces, the case for direct military intervention (but
through use of labels or descriptions such as Respon-
sibility to Protect or protecting the civilian population
to create the facade of lack of underlying national
interest) and for disempowering the cause of Assad
and the Svyrian security forces. It also creates the situ-
ation were those opposed to military intervention or
supporters of Assad are accused or supporting tyran-
ny or mass murder, thereby becoming victims of la-
belling themselves. The rhetoric used against them
has no firm basis for truth other than the pathos or
ethos that is being used by those with vested interests
and the likely agenda (policy) of regime change.

Deconstructing the ‘Popular’ Understanding

of the Syrian Conflict
The vision that is promoted by the United
States and its allies is that the insurgency against
Bashar Al Assad is done by democratically minded
forces and that the revolution (now civil war) origi-
nated spontaneously by domestic (within Syria)

IMH ¥ KOMMYHHKAIIHH BO BPEMsi, WIH HEMOCPEICTBEHHO IEpe
BOHHOH (mMH(QOpMalmoHHasA BoiiHA), COCTOMT B TOM, YTO OHA
npeHa3Hav9eHa UL MOOHIH3aLMH OOIeCTBEHHOCTH B Ka4ecTBe
3pureneH KOH(UIHKTA, a HE B Ka4eCTBE aKTHBHLIX YYaCTHHKOB
Ha mone 60a'. Do o3Hauaer, uTo TpebyeTca coracue obmie-
CTBEHHOCTH (MJIH, 1O KpaiiHell Mepe, OTCYTCTBHE COIPOTIHBIE-
HM) Ha yJacTHe IIH NPOIOIDKCHHE BOMHBI [UIS TOrO, YTOGHI
CO3/aTh OILYIICHHE JIETHTHMHOCTH 0€3 HEIOCpeICTBEHHOTO
($H3HYECKOr0 BOBIEUSHHS 00IECTBEHHOCTH B GOpBOY.

Kak mocTHraeTcs 370 «COINIACHE» Hepe3 HCIIONb30BaHHE HH-
topmarn ¥ koMMyHHKaumu? OTBET YacTHYHO MOXeT ObITh
HalijicH Yepe3 HCIIONB30BAHHE M BIMIHHE PHTOPHKI. B pamxax
3TO# CTaThH NPEICTABIIOT HHTEPEC TPH THIIA PHTOPHKH — 910C,
naghoc u nozoc. B 3Toce oBepHE K OpaTOPy H3MeEpseETcs ero yoe-
JUTENBHOCTBIO ISt ayAUTOpHH. JIorHaecKuit ¥ 3ByKOBO HOBOMIBI
CIYXaT B Ka9€CTBE OCHOBHI /11 Jioroca. Hcmons3oBanne sMoruii,
Kax TIOJIOXKHTCIBHBIX, TaK H OTPHIATENBHBIX, SBISETCS OCHOBOM
s yoexaenus B nadoce’. Hcnomssopanue JebuHHIEUH B Spibl-
KOB Ba)KHO, TaK KaK OHH, OYEBHHO, CO3/Ial0T CPEAY JUISA COTIAco-
BaHHOIO BOCIIPHATIH H [OHHMaHuA. B HEKOTOpOM pofe 3To jena-
eT MHp BOKDYT HAC ropas/io 6orree SICHBIM H TIPOCTBIM JULS TTOHH-
MaHus . C/10BO, OUEBHAHO, HCIIOAB3YETCS LI 0003HAYEHHS TOrO,
YTO TPOLECcC AOCTIKEHH COITIACHS O NeQUHHITHIX U APIBIKaX HE
paBHO3HAYeH. 3[eCh TOCYZapCTBO B COTPYHHHYECTBE CO Cpefi-
CTBaMH MaccoBOH HH(OPMAIlMH HAXOAWTCA B rOpasio JydiileM
HOJIOKEHHH, YEM OOILIECTBEHHOCTh, Orarogaps JOCTYHY K cpel-
CTBaM MaccOBOH KOMMYHHKAIIHH,

Slpneik He sBiIAeTCH HEHTPAMHHBIM, TAK Kak KOTZAA OH IOSB-
JIsieTcA, To HeceT ¢ coboH Habop IEHHOCTEH M OXHAAHHH H TeM
caMbIM TIpHAaeT OOMbIIMIT CMBIC] M 3HAUEHHE Cpefe, B KOTOpOoH
OH HaXOOHTCA. B ciiydae yCHeIIHOTO IPHMEHEHHS, SPJBIKH H
AeHHUIMH TAKOKe OKa3bIBAIOT d(Q(MEKT Ha CYXEHHE J03BOJICHHO-
IO JHCKypCa B OTHOHICHHH JMHa Wi coOrTHA. TymaH oTMedaer,
UTO «IChUHHIMH H APIBIKH CO3/IAI0T BOIMOXHOCTH JUIA PACIIH-
peHHA Bo3MOXHoCTEl mioned, mpuduH, npobieMm u mamxemm
WIH e, HANPOTHB, OTPAHHIMBAIOT 3TH BO3MOXKHOCTIM'. JTO
HanGonee OYCBHAHO HPOSBIICTCA B CUPHIICKOM KOH(UKTE, B
KOTOpOM KOMMYHHKalst co cropons! CIHIA u MX COH3HHKOB,
HAIpaBicHA Ha PAaCHIHPEHHE NpaB H BO3MOXHOCTEH IIOBCTaHYe-
CKHMX CHI B CTydae HpAMOrO BOGHHOTO BMeEIIATeNbcTBa (HO 3a
CYeT HMCMONE30BAHHSA APJIBIKOB JUTH OITHMCAHMH, TaKHX KaK «OTBET-
CTBeHHYIO 3anTy» (R2P), mmi 3amuTa rpaXIaHCKOTo HaceIeHUs
JUIL TOTOo, 4TOOBI co3/1aTh acajg OTCYTCTBHA Oa30BBIX HALHO-
HAJNbHBIX HHTEPECOB) H Ha JAUCKPEIUTAINIO Acala M CHPHHCKHX
cui Ge30macHOCTH. DT0 TAakKe CO3JAeT CUTYALWIO, Ie Te, K10
TIPOTHBOCTOHT BOGHHOMY BMEINIATENECTRY, WM CTOPOHHHKH Aca-
Ja OOBHHSAIOTCA HNIH B TIONCPXKKE THPAHHH, JUIH B MACCOBBIX
yOMHCTBaxX, TEM CaMBIM CTAaHOBSICH JKEpPTBaMH HaBELIHBaHHA Sp-
JBIKOB. PHTOpHKA, HCIONB30BAHHAS NPOTHB HHX, HE HMEET Ipoy-
HOH OCHOBEI JJI HCTHHBI, KpoMe Hadoca B 3T0ca, KOTOpHIE Hc-
HONB3YIOTCA TE€MH, YbH HHTEPECHl H IUIAHbI (IIONHTHYECKHE) Je-
XaT B cepe CMEHBI peXHMA.

Pazéupan «nonyiasipHoe» NOHHMAaHHE
cHpHiicKoro kouganKTa

Touxa 3peHmsa, xoTopyroo mnponaraHmupyioT CoenHHEHHbIE
HITaTsl ¥ MX COFO3HHMKH, COCTOHT B TOM, 4TO MATEX nporus ba-
nrapa Anb-Acana GsUT OpraHH30BaH JXEMOKPATHIECKH HACTPOESH-
HBIMH CHJIaMH, M YTO PEBONIOLHA (B HACTOSAIIEE BpEMS — IPax-
JaHCKasd BOHHA) BO3HHKIIA CIIOHTaHHO, OpraHH30BaHHas BHYTPEH-
HuMHE (B nipenenax CHpHH) CHIaMH, KOTOpHIE HIIYT cBOGOBI OT

! Tumber H. & Webster F. Journalists Under Fire: Information War and Joumahstlc Practices. Sage Publishing, London, 2006. P. 165,
2 Tuman J.S. Communicating Terror: The Rhetorical Dimensions of Terrorism. Sage Publishing, Thousand Oaks (CA), 2010. Pp.
38-39; Simons G. The Use of Rhetoric and the Mass Media in Russia’s War on Terror, Demokratizatsiya. The Journal of Post-

Sovxet Democratisation. 2006. Vol. 14. No 4. P. 580-581.

Tuman J.S. Communicating Terror: The Rhetorical Dimensions of Terrorism. Sage Publishing, Thousand Oaks (CA), 2010. P. 46.

* Ibid. P. 47.
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actors that are seeking freedom from oppression’.
Syria was lumped together in a branded series of
revolutions called the Arab Spring, which was
meant to convey hope and progress across the Mid-
dle East / North African against selected regimes
that were designated for change.

Journalists and politicians paint a very simplistic
picture of the conflict for the global audiences, which
are intended to garner public opinion in favour of the
Anti-Assad forces, which include a number of terror-
ist organisations®. Insurgents are characterised as the
underdogs, but democratic and freedom seeking. As-
sad and the governmental forces are portrayed as cor-
rupt, only selfserving, brutal and dictators®. War
crimes and atrocities are generally blamed on Assad
and the government forces, those committed by the
forces aligned against Assad are often glossed over or
ignored by the corporate media and politicians in the
West. A fog is deliberatelv created around this con-
flict in order to generate an emotional effect. The
figure of 6070000 casualties is given for the number
killed during the conflict so far. What this large figure
hides are those killed by insurgent forces and gov-
ernment security forces killed. Without expressly
stating this, the impression is that this is the number
of civilians killed by the Syrian government forces".

The role of perception in the propaganda war and
its affect upon international opinion is very important.
There is a lot at stake, which makes the temptation of
using fake or false material greater. Various videos
showing beatings, killings and various forms of de-
struction are prevalent on the internet, which are de-
signed to generate sympathy or hatred for one side or
the other. One photo that was circulated in the interna-
tional press was alleged to have been taken in the
wake of a massacre in the town of Houla in May
2012, in fact was taken in Iraq in 2003. Another video
that was circulated for one vear in Syria featured a
beheading by a chainsaw, it was alleged that Gaddafi’s
forces were responsible. However, the crime was car-
ried out by drug lords in Mexico five vears earlier’.
This makes the ‘fog of war’ even thicker, and also
demonstrates that many journalists are not doing their
basic professional duties, such as the verification of
information and other material.

The opposition forces have been accepted by vari-
ous Western countries as being the legitimate repre-
sentatives of the Syrian people. Various leaders of the
Svrian opposition in exile have repeated promises that
the future Svyria will guarantee equal rights to all Syri-
ans regardless of religion or ethnicity®. The insurgent
and terrorist forces claim to represent the Syrian peo-
ple, many of whom do not trust them (with good rea-

~ CUCTEMA KOOPAMHAT

yretenus' . Cupus 65112 0GBEIHEHa B X0/l CEPHH PEBOMIONHIL
nop obumM HasBaHueM Apabckas éecHa, KOTopas DODKHA Gblia
pacIipocTpaHHTE Hajex Ay ¥ rporpecc Ha bmwkHem Bocroke u B
Cepeproii AQpuxe 1 OplIa HampaBicHa NPOTHB OTIENBHBIX pe-
JKHUMOB, KOTOPBIE Ha UIEXKAaJI0 H3MEHHTb.

KypramucTs! H MONHTHKY PHCYIOT OYEHB YIIPOUICHHYIO Kap-
THHY KOHGVIMKTA 11 II00aIbHOH ayaHTOPHH, STa KapTHHA CIIy-
JKHT IENH, YTOOB! 3apYdHTBECH OOIICCTBEHHBIM MHEHHEM B HOJ-
JEPXKKY CHJI, NPOTHBOCTOAIIMX Acaly, CHII, KOTOPBIE BKIOYAIOT B
cebs psijl TeppOPHCTHYECKUX OpraHm3anui . JIoBcTaHIEl XapaKTe-
PH3YIOTCA KaK ayrcaiiiepsl, HO JEMOKpPATHICCKH HACTPOCHHEIE H
miymEe ceoOoar! ayrcaiifiepsl. Acajl M IpaBHTEILCTBEHHbIE CH-
B M300paXKaroTCs Kak KOPPYMITHPOBAHHEIE, AYMAIOIIHE TOIEKO O
CBOMX KOPBICTHBIX HHTEpECaX, )KECTOKHE H JTHKTATOPCKH HACTPO-
ernpie’. B BOGHHEIX MPECTYIUVICHHSX H 3TOJEAHMAX, KAK TPABHIO,
OOBHHIOT Acalia H IPaBUTEILCTBCHHEIC CHITHL, @ MPECTYILICHHA H
3IOfCAHHS, COBEPIICHHBIE CHIIAMH, HPOTHBOCTOSILMMH Acajiy,
9acTO 3aMATYHBAIOTCA WIH HIHOPHPYIOTCH KOPIOPATHBHEIMH
CMH u monutHkaMu Ha 3anazne. Bokpyr 3Toro koH(IHKTa HaMe-
PEHHO HAIIyCKAIOT TyMaH B IEIAX ITONYYCHHA 3MOLHOHAILHOIO
spdexra. Hudpoit 60-70000 xeprB mo cux rop obo3Hayaercs
KOJIHYECTBO YOHTHIX BO BpeMs KoH(muKTa. To, 4TO CKphIBaeTcs 3a
stoit Gonemioi mHbPOH, Tak 3To 0bIlee KOMMYECTBO TeX, KTO GbUT
yOHT KaK MOBCTAHYCCKHMH CMJIAMH, TAaK M [PABHTEIBCTBEHHBIME
cunamMH Ge30racHOCTH. be3 oTKphITOro yKazaHus Ha 3T0 CO3/aeTCs
BIICYATIICHHE, YTO MpPEACTAaBICHHA IHdpa — 9TO YHCIO IpaKIaH-
CKUX JTHLI, YOUTBIX CHPUHCKHUMH IPaBHTENbCTBEHHAIMH CHITAMHE .

Pors BocTpuATHA B IPONaTaH/IC BOHHEL U €€ BIISHUE Ha MEXK-
IyHapoJHOE MHEHHE OYeHb Ba)KHBL 37eCh MHOrOE MOCTABJICHO HA
KapTy, YTO YBEJTHIMBAET COONa3H HCHONB30BAHHA [TOATACOBAHHbIX,
WIH OTKPOBEHHO JIOKHBIX MarepuanoB, B uurepHere pacmpoctpa-
HEHBl BUACOPOIHKH, ACMOHCTPHpYIOHIHE H30HMEeHWd, yOWiicTBa M
paspymierns. OHH TpeHA3HAYCHBI D1 CO3JAHMS CHUMIIATHH FITH
HEHaBHCTH K TOH W UHOI cropone. OpHo §oTo, KoTopoe uupKy-
JIMPOBAJIO B MEKIYHAPOAHOH Ipecce, KaK YTBEPIKIANOCH, OBLLIO
CIIENaHo BO BpeMs pe3HM B I. Xyna B mae 2012 r., Ha camMoM e
zene cHUMoK Obut caenan B Mpake B 2003 r.. Eme oaso Buzeo,
IHPKYIHPOBaBIIee B TeUcHHE rofa B CHpHH, MOKaspBasio 06e3-
IVIaBJHBAHHE IIPH HOMOIIE OEH3OMIIB], YIBEPKAATIOCE, YTO CHIIBL
Kagnadu orsercreennsl 3a 210 3n0nesHue. OMHAKO JaHHOE Mpe-
crymuense ObLTO COBepIIEHO HapKoDapoHaMH B Mekcuke IsiThio
rofaMu paree’. IT0 TeIaeT «TyMaH BOMHBD eime Gomee rycThiM, a
TAaKKE ITOKA3BIBAET, YTO MHOTHE XYPHATHCTH HE BHIIOIHAIOT Ta-
KHE CBOH OCHOBHBIE MpodecCHOHANIBHBIE OOA3aHHOCTH, KaK IIpo-
BEPKa HCIONB3yeMOH MMH HH(OPMALHH H JPYTHX MATEPHATIOB.

OTIIO3HUIHOHHEIC CHIIBI BOCTIPHHHMAIOTCSA PA3THIHBIMH CTpa-
HaMH 3arafa Kak 3aKOHHBIC NPEACTaBHTENH CHUPHIICKOTO HAPOAa.
JIugeps! CHpHIiCKOH ONMO3HIMY B W3IHAHHH HEOJHOKpaTHO obe-
miam, yro Cupus Gynymero 6yeT rapaHTHpoBaTh paBHBIC IpaBa
U1 BCeX cupmhéxela, HE3aBHCHMO OT PENTMTHH MM ITHHYECKOM
TIPHHA/UVIEKHOCTH . YTBEPKAACTCS, YTO MOBCTAHYECKHE H TEppo-
PHCTHYECKHE CHUIBI IIPEACTABILIIOT CHPHIICKHI HAapOZt, XOTS MHOTHE
JIITHHE OBEPSIOT MM (M Ha TO HMEIOTCS BECKHe npudauuet). TeM He

! Why Syria Matters. USA Today. URL: http//usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2012/09/27/why-syria-matters-from-arab-
spring-to-assad-regime-and-us-impact/57848088/1, 27 September 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013); Overview, Syria — Uprising and Civil
War. The New York Times. URL: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/intemational/countriesandterritories/syria/index. htm!?s=newest&, no
date given (accessed 14 February 2013); Turkel O. Syria After the Arab Spring: What is Happening, and What is Going to Happen? The
Journal of Turkish Weekly. URL: http://www.turkishweekly.net/op-ed/2951/-syria-after-the-arab-spring-what-is-happening-and-what-is-
going-to-happen.html, 15 March 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013) )

= Staff Writers. Zarqawi’s Legacy: Jihadist Rebels in Syria. UPL. URL: http//www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/01/09/Zarqawis-
legacy-Jihadist-rebels-in-Syria/UPI-98601357754164/, 9 January 2013 (accessed 17 February 2013)

* Simons G. Propaganda and the Information war Against Syria The Latest War for Peace // TocyzapcTeHzoe ypas/ieHue, IeKTpOHHbL
BecTHHK. 2012. Asr. Bei. 33. [Dnexrponnstii pecypce). Pexanv ocryna: http://e-journal.spa.msu.ru/images/File/2012/33/Simons.pdf.

* Wagner D. The Dark Side of the Free Syrian Army. The Huffington Post. URL: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/daniel-
wagner/dark-side-free-syrian_b_2380399.html, 31 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)

* Shelton T. The Most Disturbing Fake Videos Making Rounds in Syria. Global Post. URL: http//www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/
regions/middle-east/syria/121109/fake-syria-videos-images, 12 November 2012 (accessed 18 February 2013)

S Bamard A. Syrian Rebels Find Hearts and Minds Elusive. The New York Times. URL: http//www.nytimes.com/2013/01/16/
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son). Yet very little, other than some feeble superficial
attempts at exploring policy platforms, do not get to the
root of why there is a lack of trust.

A lot of evidence is already circulating that un-
dermines the Western narrative of the existence of a
peaceful, democratic and unified resistance to Assad.
For instance, one only needs to look at countless hor-
rific videos available on You Tube to understand the
true nature of the Free Syrian Army and those other
forces fighting Assad to realise the fallacy of those
hollow statements (http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v
=Jt OKHDlods) and the following video
(http://www.yvoutube.com/watch?v=rU98OEdCsnE)
are two examples of the manv war crimes that have
been committed. These war crimes have generally
gone unchallenged by Western media or politicians
that continue to portray these Anti-Assad forces as
being democratic and inclusive. In the first video, a
large number of modern and brand new American
made small arms are readily seen, and only two Kal-
ashnikovs (Russian design), which seems to cast
doubt upon the official US government claims that no
weapons are being supplied to the insurgent and ter-
rorist forces, and only non-lethal supplies are being
given'. Yet it is simultaneously admitted that they
‘indirectly’ arming the Anti-Assad groups.

Propaganda and opinion continues to saturate
Western coverage of the conflict, for example, on
13 February 2013 at 2200 on TV4 news in Sweden,
an interview was conducted by Swedish journalists
with an armed group who tried to demonstrate their
good treatment of prisoners of war. A number of
prisoners were shown, and one in particular was
focussed upon. ‘George’ was identified as a Chris-
tian, and was participating in ‘voluntary’ Koran
education, commenting that he read the holy book
now, These journalists did not do their journalistic
dutvy by not asking basic questions. One pertinent
question that immediately comes to mind would be
what is the likely consequence of a prisoner refus-
ing to participate in this training? The likely answer
would be summary execution, such as is seen in the
numerous videos previously discussed.

In order to reduce any perceived threat, the in-
surgent and terrorist forces operating in the Syrian
conflict are referred to with the blanket term as Oppo-
sition Forces (to Assad), those sources that the West-
ern media quotes without any checks or balances
(such as verification) are referred to as being Opposi-
tion Activists. In many cases there is no critical view
of their activities or possible issues of conflict of in-
terest. For instance, what is the agenda and affiliation
of the ‘opposition activists’? In addition to the above
mentioned war crimes being committed by the ‘oppo-
sition forces’, there are other acts that suggest a less
than democratic observance by these groups. Human
Rights Watch has been documenting a number of
cases in Syria. committed by the ‘opposition forces’.
whereby historical and religious sites that belong to
other grouns have been deliberately destroved or
looted after those areas were abandoned by the gov-
ernment forces?. These actions hardly agree with the
rhetoric of those insurgents that claim that they repre-

MeHee, JeIIAeTCs O9eHb MaJlo, 38 HCKIIOUSHHEM HEKOTOPHIX Calbx
HOBEPXHOCTHBIX IOIBITOK, [IA TOTO, YTOOBI H3YUHTH HOIHTHYC-
CKHe IUIaT(OpMBl PA3THYHEIX IPYIH, ¢ HeNbio J00paThes 10 CYTH
BOIIPOCA: [I0YEMY CYLIECTBYET HOA00HOE HeZlOBEHE.

Ve MOABHIOCE MHOTO CBHACTENECTB, KOTOPBIE HONPLIBAIOT
3anafHoe IOBECTBOBAHHE O CYHISCTBOBAHHH MMPHOIO, JEMOKpa-
THYECKOrO ¥ €IMHOrO compoTuBIeHHA Acany. Hampumep, crout
TONBKO TIPOCMOTPETh OECUHCIIEHHBIC BHACOPOIUKH C 3aCHSTHIMH
Ha HHX Y)KacHBIMH KaJpaMH, pa3MelleHHsle Ha You Tube, arobet
TIOHSATH MCTHHHYIO Npupoxy CBoOomHOH cHpHIICKOH apMuu H Tex
JIPYTHX CHII, KOTOpBIe 60proTea ¢ AcamoM, YToOBI ITOHATE (abIIb
9THX BEIXOMOIIeHHBIX . yrBepxuenuii (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Jt_OKHDlods) & Buneo (http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rU980EdCsnE). Ha 3Tux ponmukax 3acHITHI TOMLKO [[Ba HPHME-
pa M3 MHOTHX BOCHHBIX HPECTYIUIEHHH, KOTOpbie ObUTH COBEpIIE-
HBI. DTH BOESHHBIE IPECTYIUICKHA NPOLITH KaK OB He3aMEeUeHHBIMH
sanagaeiMi CMH H MOTHTHKaMH, KOTOpbIe HPOOIDKAI0T H3obpa-
)KaTh aHTHACAJOBCKHE CHIIBI KaK JIEMOKPATHYECKHE H OTKpBITHE. B
TICPBOM BHJIEO HE COCTaBILICT TPYZd 3aMETHTh OOJbINOE KOMie-
CTBO COBPEMEHHOTO HOBOTO aMEPHKAHCKOT'O CTPEIKOBOTO OPYIKHS
H TONbKO ZBa apromara Kananmmukoa (pyccKuii musaiiy), 9ro cra-
BHT TIOJl COMHEHHE OHIManbHOe yrBepxiaeHHe IIpaBurenncrsa
CHIA o ToM, 4TO HHKAaKOE OpYXHE HE TIOCTaBISETCA TOBCTAHYe-
CKHM M TEPPOPHCTHYCCKHM CHJIAM, @ TONBKO HEBOGHHBIE IPY3HI .
Tem ne menee, IlpaBurensctBo CHIA opHOBpeMEHHO TIpH3HAeT,
YTO OHH «KOCBEHHO» BOOPYXAaIOT AHTHACAIOBCKYE TPYIIIHPOBKH,

3amagHOE OCBeIeHHE KOH(UIHKTA NPOJOJDKAIOT HACKHINATH
nporaraHja M TEHAEHIMO3HbIe MHeHuI. Hanpmmep, 13 despans
2013 r. B 22:00 B HOBOCTsX Ha Kanane TV4 B [lIsenmy, 6ru10 MMO-
Ka3aHO HHTEPBBHIO INBEJICKUX JKYPHAJCTOB C OXHOH H3 BOOpY-
EHHBIX IPYII, B KOTOPOM Ta THITANach HPONEMOHCIPHPOBATE
CBOE XOpOIIce OTHOIICHHE K BOCHHOIUICHHBIM. Brino mokazano
HECKOJIbKO 3aKIFOYEHHBIX, HO Ha OJHOM, B YaCTHOCTH, OBLIO CO-
CpPEIoTOYEeHO 0c000e BHUMAHHE. 3aKTIOUCHHEBIH, KOTOPOro Hasbl-
BanH «JxopmKy, OBUT IpeacTaBieH KaK XPUCTHAHYH, OH TIPHHHU-
Mall y4acTHe B «IoOpoBomsHOM» H3ydeHuHH KopaHa, ormerus,
Y10 ceHvac OH YHTaeT CBAMICHHYI KHHUTY. JKypHaIMCTHI, KOTO-
pbie Opali HHTEPBBIO, HE BHIIOMHIWIH CBOK IKYPHATHCTCKYIO
00s13aHHOCTB, TAK KaK HE 3aJajl OCHOBHBIE BOIPOCHI, KOTOpHIE
cnenoBano 3amats. OIMH M3 TaKMX BONPOCOB, KOTOPBIH Cpasy
TIPHXOAUT Ha YM, 3TO BOTIPOC O TOM, YTO HPOH30MLT0 OBl ¢ 3aKITFO-
YCHHBIM, €CliH OBl OH OTKa3aJCs y4acTBOBAaTh B 3TOM TpeHHHTIE?
BepostHslil otBeT OB GBI — Ka3Hb, MOf00HAA TOH, Kakue Ipea-
CTaBIIEHBI Ha MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX BHAECO, O YeM TOBOPUJIOCH BBIIIIE.

B nemsax cHiKeHus JEoOBIX BOSMOKHBIX YIPO3, TIOBCTAHYECKHE
U TEPPOPUCTHIECKIE CHITHI, ISHCTBYIOIINE B CHPHHACKOM KOH(THK-
TE, HA3BIBAIOT MACKHDPYIOHINM TEPMHHOM «Onnosuyuchnsle [Aca-
Zy} cutery, a Te HCTOUHHKH, KoTopsle 3amagusie CMU muTipyroT
6e3 xaxolf OO0 NPOBEPKH, YIOMHHAIOTCA KaK «aKTHBHCTHI OMIIO-
3y, Bo MHOTHX ClTyJasix OTCYTCTBYeT KPMTHUECKHI B3IJLI Ha
HX JEATENIBHOCTH FHIH BO3MOXHEIC IIPoOIeMbl KOHGIHKTa HHTepe-
coB. Hamprmep, kakoBa 1iporpaMMa H NPHHAPISKHOCT (ZKIMUGLH-
cmog onnosuyu»? B JOTIONHEHNE K BRIICYTIOMAHYTHIM BOCHHBIM
TIPECTYILICHISIM, COBEPHICHHBIM ONMO3HIMOHHBIMH  CHJIAMID),
€CTh M ApyTHe (aKThi, KOTOPHIC CBHACTEILCIBYIOT O MEHEE, 4eM
JEMOKpaTHYeCKOH opueHTalMu oTuX TIpymn. Opranuzarmei
«Habmoperne 3a CobmonenneM [Ipas Yenoseka» (Human Rights
Watch) sagoxymeHTHpOBaH psq cTydaeB B CHPHH, KOTA «OITHO3H-
IMOHHBIMH CHJIaMH» ObUIH NPCAHAMEPEHHO YHHYTOXEHB! HIIH pa3-
TpabIIeHB! HCTOPHYECKUE ¥ PEIIMTHO3HBIE 00BEKTHI, KOTOpEIe HpH-
HajUIeXaH APYrHM TPYIIAM TIOCIE TOTo, KaK 9TH obnacti OpuTH
OCTaBJICHB! NIPABHTENLCTRCHHBIMH BOHCKaMH . OTH JeHCTBHA BpAX
JH COTNACYIOTCS C PHTOPHKOH TeX IOBCTAHLEB, KOTOPHIE YTBEp-

! Schmitt E. CIA Said to be Steering Arms to Syrian Opposition. The New York Times. URL: httpv/www.nytimes.com/2012/06/21/
world/middleeast/cia-said-to-aid-in-steering-arms-to-syrian-rebels. html?pagewanted=all& r=0, 21 June 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013)
2 Syria: Attacks on Religious Sites Raise Tensions. Human Rights Watch. URL: http:7/www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/23/syria-attacks-
religious-sites-raise-tensions, 23 January 2013 (accessed 24 January 2013) -
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sent the interests of all peoples and groups in Syria
(an inclusive and open approach to society), in fact
there are a number of parallels here with the destruc-
tion of the ancient Buddha statues in Afghanistan!'

Moving Towards the ‘End Game’?

A number of kev narratives have appeared in the
Svrian civil war, which are intended to serve as in-
formational support for the anti-governmental forces
fighting in Svria and to support (i.e.) legitimise the
support of those forces by Western and Middle East-
ern states. Thev are intended to serve as a ‘moral
compass’ to the international publics (to prompt sup-
port for those terrorist and insurgent forces), to enter-
tain the unthinkable (provoking and then becoming
directly involved in a civil war in the region) when
the public is war wary, and to give the impression
that the Assad regime is on the point of collapse (so
therefore, why support a ‘dead’ man?).

Syria is a Threat to Regional Stability

Many remarks have been made that suggest Syria
is the source

of intentional and unintentional regional instabil-
ity. One line of argument is that this is a conscious
and deliberate act by Assad and the Syrian govern-
ment in order to draw attention away from their des-
perate situation. Another line of argument is that this
spread of instability is not intentional or deliberate,
but a result of the conflict spilling over borders from
Svria to her neighbours. Therefore, the logic goes,
efforts are needed to resolve the crisis sooner than
later in order to prevent a wider regional con-
flict/instability. This is in spite of the basic fact that
those who claim rhetorically that they are secking to
resolve this conflict are in fact indirectly and directly
involved in exacerbating the conflict by arming and
supplying the insurgents.

Blame for the possible regionalisation of the Syr-
ian conflict is laid with Assad, who is portraved and
losing power and being desperate (therefore danger-
ous and unpredictable according to the follow-on
logic). “With everv month that passes, Syria’s neigh-
bours become more edgy and the risk of contagion
from the conflict grows. [...] A regionalisation of the
conflict looks increasingly impossible to prevent be-
cause there is no end in sight for Syria’s war”™> It is
interesting to note that the civil war in Svria, which is
perpetuated by numerous foreign interests, is com-
pared to a contagion. Blame for the possible regional-
isation is assigned to the ongoing civil war in Syria,
and not the various interests that manage to keep the
conflict alive.

Turkey has been actively involved in support-
ing the Svyrian insurgent forces with safe havens,
weapons and other supplies, they have also been
sheltering a large number of Svrian refugees and
was one of the couniries that actively called for
military intervention in Svria. But there have been
a number of costs for the support, which has wit-
nessed increasing instability in the country. A col-
umnist for the newspaper Millivet, Dogan Heper
wrote that “Turkev’s Svria policy has failed [...1 1Tt
has turned our neighbours into enemies. We have

YAAIOT, 9TO OHHU MPEJICTaBIIOT HHTEPECH! BCEX HAPOXOB M TPYIIN B
Cupunt (BiIIOYas H OTKPHITHIN TOIXO[ K 06meCTBy) (axTHYeCKH
371€Ch MOXHO TMPOBECTH LENbIi Psl na;z)annenen C paspymeHueM
IipeBHUX cTatyl bynnel B Adranncrane!

Ha nytu k «KoHuy urpom?

O cupuiickol rpaxaaHckoil BoffHe XOHMT ONPERCHCHHBII
Habop HCTOpHH, KOTOpBIE CHYXKaT Ui HH(OpMaIMOHHOH Moj-
JEP>KKH aHTHIPABHTENBCTBCHHBIX CHI CHPHH H U1 TOIJEPKKY,
TO €CTh y3aKOHHBAHHS HOJUICP)KKH 3THX CHIJI, 3aTlafHBIMIH 1 Ok~
HEBOCTOYHBIMH TOCYIaPCTBaMH. DTH HCTOPHH NpeIHA3HAYEHB! [t
TOTO, 9TOOBI CIYXKHTh B KaueCTBEe «MOPaNbHOIO KOMIIACA» LA
MEXKIyHapoaHoil obiiecTBeHHOCTH (YTOOB OGECHEYHTD O/~
Ky TepPOPHCTHYECKHX W TIOBCTAHYCCKUX CHII), YTOORI MOMYIEPKATE
HEMBICITHMOE (IIPOBOLHPYS, & 3aTEM OKAa3bIBasCh HEMOCPEACTBEHHO
BOBJICYCHHBIMH B TPROXKIAHCKYIO BOHHY B peruoHe), Korma olle-
CTBEHHOCTh OCTOPOXKHO OTHOCHTCH K BOHHE, H UL TOro, 4To0bI
€O3/1aTh BIICYATIICHHE, ITO PeKUM Aca/ia HaXOJIHTCS HA TPaHH KO-
Jsarca (Tak 3a4eM HOUIEPKUBATE «KMEPTBOTO» YeIOBEKa?),

Cupus — 3mo yzpo3a pecioHaIbHON CabunbHocmu

Bbino BBICKA3aHO MHOTO MHEHHH 0 ToM, 4T0 CHpHA ABJIETCS
HCTOYHHKOM IIpeJHAMEPEHHOH H HeNpeZHaMepeHHOI permo-
HalbHOH HectabmwisHOCTH. COTNAcHO ONHOMY H3 HUX COOBITHA B
CupHH — 3TO CO3HATC/IBHBII N HpeRHaMEpeHHBIH akT Acana U
CHPHIICKOT0 TIPaBHIENHCTBA I TOTO, YTOOEI OTBIIeYb BHUMAHIHE
OT CBOETO OTYasAHHOTO MonokeHHs. Jpyroi nuHueii aprymenta-
UK ABISETCS TO, UTO TaKOoe PacHpOCTpaHeHHe HecTaOHIBHOCTH
He SIBJIAETCA MPEAHAMEPEHHBIM, a IPOMCXOIHUT B PE3yIbTaTe TOro,
YTO KOH(IHKT PacHpOCTPaHWICS Jaleko 3a rpaHuisl CHpHM |
Teperties Ha COCeHUE CTpaHblL TakuM o0pa3oM, COTIIACHO JIOTHKE
BeuIeH, Heo6X0IUMO PHIIOKHTE YCHIIHSA TIO Pa3peHIeHHIO KPH3H-
ca Myd4ille paHbIIe, YE€M II03Xe, YTOOB! Mpe/loTBpaTHTh Goee Imm-
poxuii pernoHanbHeil KoH(MUKT HecTabumepHOCTs, M 3TO He-
CMOTpA Ha TOT (aKT, 4TO Te, KTO PHTOPHUCCKH YTBEPXKAIOT, YTO
CTpeMATCS YpErynupoBaTh 3TOT KOH(MINKT, Ha CaMOM Jiele Koc-
BEHHO H HETIOCPE/ICTBEHHO YIacTBYIOT B 00OCTPEHHH KOHGIIHKT,
OCYHIECTBIIASA BOOPYXEHHE U cHabKeHHE NOBCTAHIIEB.

BuHy 3a BO3MOXHYIO PErHOHQJTH3ALMIO CHPHHCKOrO KOH-
¢umKTa NepewIagpBaOT Ha Acaja, KOTOPOro H300paKaloT Kak
YeOBEKa TEPSIOIIETO BIACTh U OJIHOBPEMEHHO OTUasBINErocs (13
YEro JIOTHYECKH CHENyeT €ro ONAacHOCTRIC HENpPEeNCKazyeMOCTh
nerictBuil). «C KaXApIM TIOCIEAYIOUMM MECAIEM COCEHHHE C
Cupueit rocynapcTea CTaHOBATCA Bee Oonee pasapaXeHHbIMH, H
pHCK pacmpocTpaHeHus KoH(nukta pacrterT. [...] DT0 BBITIAIHT
TakHM 00pa3oM, YTO PErHOHANH3AIMIO KOH(IIHKTA "HEBO3MOKHO
TPEIOTBPATHTH, TIOTOMY UTO BOHHe B CHPUH He BHIHO KOHIA.
HHTEpeCHO OTMETHTB, YTO IpaxKAaHcKas BoiiHa B CupHy, KoTOpas
ycyryonsercss NpHCYICTBHEM MHOTOYHMCICHHBIX HHOCTPaHHBIX
HHTEPECOB, CPaBHHBAETCA C 3apasHOH OonesHrpro. BHHY 3a BO3-
MOXHYIO PETHOHAIH3AIHMIO CHHCHIBAIOT HAa TIPOAOIDKAIOLIYIOCH
rpaxkaaHcKyio Boiiny B CHpui, a He Ha CTOIKHOBEHHE Pa3MHYHbIX
HHTEPECOB, KOTOPOE MTUTAET Pa3sBUTHE KOH(IHKTA.

Typuud npHHHMAcT aKTHBHOE YJYacTHE B ITOEIEPKKE CH-
PHIICKMX ITOBCTAHYECKHX CHJI, INPEAOCTaBIsiA HM yOexwuie,
opyXue U Apyrue HeoOXOQHMEIE BEIH, OHA TAKXKE IPEeNOCTaB-
nsteT yoexumme GOMBIIOMY YHCITYy CHPHHACKHUX OeXCHIIEB M SBIA-
€TCs OIHOIT H3 CTpaH, aKTHBHO NIPH3EIBABIIHX K BOCHHOH HHTEp-
BermpH B Cupuu. Ho 1iena, kotopas ObUTa 3aruiadeHa 3a MOJ-
HOEPXKKY — 9TO pacrymjas HecrabunsHocTh B crpane. O6o3pesa-
tens razers! Milliyet loran Xemnep mucan, yro «monutaka Typ-
mue B oTHOmeHuHn Cupuy mposamwiack [...] OHa mpeBpatima
HaIlX cocelel BO BparoB. Mel octanuchk M30MMPOBaHHEIMH B
mupe»'. TeaTpalbHoe NPENCTABICHHE, B KOTOPOE IPEBPATHIOCH

! Rashid A. After 1700 Years, Buddhas Fall to Taliban Dynamite. The Telegraph, URL: https//swww.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
asia/afghanistan/ 1326063/Aﬁer—1700-years—Buddhas-fall—to—Tahban—dynannte .html, 12 March 2011 (accessed 20 February 2013)

* Khalaf R. Israel and Assad Raise Stakes on Syria, The Financial Times. URL: http:/fwww.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/aab3beBe-6e16-
11€2-983d-00144feab49a html#axzz2LHWOR(S78, 3 February 2013 (accessed 4 February 2013)

37




been left alone in the world” !. The theatrical fa-
cade of the deployment of Patriot missile batteries
to Turkev was meant to demonstrate that Svyria
was a threat to Turkey, without mentioning the
various measures the Turkish government had
engaged in to undermine the Assad regime, which
is portrayed by the media as being legitimate (re-
taliation by Svria is not legitimate according to
their logic). To illustrate this point, the shooting
down of a Turkish reconnaissance jet in Syrian
airspace was seen as being a provocation by the
Svrians, and not by the Turks for violating Syrian
airspace in the first instance.

Iran, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have all been in-
volved in supplying men, arms and material to var-
ious armed factions in Svria. The Iranian interests
are generally characterized as being to support their
national interests by keeping their ally alive, which
gives access to Lebanon and the possibility to
launch attacks against Israel’. The. Persian Gulf
States are recruiting and building up Sunni militias
to fight against Assad’s forces. This is not con-
demned in itself as being a blatant act of interfer-
ence in a civil war, but as merely ill-advised as it is
likely to further increase sectarian tensions in Leb-
anon as well as Syria®’. The level of reporting is
inconsistent and not objective, some states have a
‘legitimate’ right to interfere in another state’s in-
ternal conflict and others do not. Yet there is no
attempt to justify why this is so.

Western politicians have been voicing ‘con-
cerns’ about possible spillover effects of the civil war
too. French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius stated
publicly after an air raid by the Syrian Air Force on
the Palestinian refugee camp Yarmuk (in Damascus)
that “we must do evervthing to avoid anvthing that
could lead to a regional flare-up.” Labelling the at-
tack as ‘scandalous’ and accusing Assad of wanting
to inflame the situation®. The outrage seems to be
less than genuine, especially in light of the level of
foreign interference in Svria and France’s involve-
ment in Libva and other conflict zones. However, it
is the intended appearance that is meant to count.

One of the countries stands to be a significant
loser in the Arab Spring process is Israel. The pre-
dictable secular dictators on her borders are steadily
being replaced more radical and religiously oriented
rulers (of now volatile and extremely unstable
states). One of Israel’s chief concems is the arsenal
of the Svrian military (including chemical weapons)
falling in to the ‘wrong’ hands. The former head of
Mossad, Ephraim Halevy noted that “From all stand-
points, it would have preferred that this conflict had
not broken out in the first place, and for Israel to
continue to enjoy the absolute quiet along the armi-
stice lines drawn between the two states following
the (1973) Yom Kippur War” ®. Other neighbouring

MIPOCTPAHCTBO U BPEMSA 2(12)/2013

pasBepThIBaHMe pakeTHbIX Oatapeit «Ilatpuom B Typrwm, Gpuio
HATIpaBIEHO Ha TO, 4TOOH IpoJeMOHCIpHpOBaTh, 4T0 CHpHA
MpEACTAB/IAeT yrpo3y Uit Typiu, He roBOpS yKe O paslH4HBIX
MEpax TYPELKOro NpaBHIENLCTBA II0 HMOAPHIBY pexmma Acaia,
KOTOpBIE H300paXkatoTCs B CPE/ICTBAX MAcCOBOM HH(pOPMAIIHH KaKk
3aKOHHBIE Mepb! (OTBETHBIC ACHCIBHA O cTOPOHB. CHpHEL HE SB-
JLIFOTCA 3aKOHHBIMH B COOTBETCTBHH C HX JIOTHKOH). o0k mpo-
HIUIOCTPHPOBATh 3TO, HHOHACHT O COHTHIM B BO3JYLUHOM IpoO-
crpanctBe  CHpHMHM  TypemKMM  PEaKTHBHEIM  CAMOJIETOM-
passequuKoM ObUI IpENCTaBICH KaK NPOBOKALHS CO CTOPOHBI CH-
PpHIfLIEB, a HE ¢ TYPEUKOH CTOPOHEI, KOTOpas HapYIIIa CHPHHACKOE
BO3/IyIIHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO, H TEM CIIPOBOLIUPOBAIIA HHIMACHT.

Hpan, Caygosckas Apasns i Katap — Bce 3TH CTpaHs! y4acr-
BOBAJIA B [IOCTABKAX BOHHCKOIO KOHTHHIECHTA, OPY)XUA H MaTepH-
QOB JUIA PasiMYHBIX BOOPY)KEHHBIX IpymmHpoBok B Cupui. B
HEIOM HPAHCKHE HHTEPECHl MOXKHO OXapaKTepPU3OBATH Kak IOA-
JEPKKY CBOMX COOCTREHHBIX HAIL[HOHAIBHEIX HHTEPECOB 4epes3
TIOIIEPKKY COMO3HHKOB, YTO HaeT ROCTyH K JIuBamy H BOIMOX-
HOcTE JuId atak npotus Mispauns”. I'ocymapersa Ilepcmpuckoro
3amBa HAOHPAIOT JMIOZCH U CO3/AI0T CYHHHTCKOE OIONYEHHE AL
6ops6r1 IipoTHB cil Acaga. Camo 1o cefe 3TO He ABIAETCS BO-
MHIOIIMM aKTOM BMENIATENbCTBA B IPAXAGHCKYIO BOHHY, HO, TEM
HE MEHee, MOXXET MPHBECTH K JalbHEHIIeH CKaNaiiy MEeXKOH-
deccnonansHoii manpsxenHocTH B Jhupane, a Take B Cupun’,
OTH COOBITHA OCBENIAIOTCS HEMIOCTEAOBATENRHO H HEOGHEKTHBHO:
MONTy4aeTcs, YTO HEKOTOPHIE TOCYAApCTBa HMEHOT «3aKOHHOE»
IpaBO BMEIUHBATECS BO BHYTPEHHHE KOH(IHKTHI APYTHX ToOCy-
JapcTB, a IpYTHE TaKoro IpaBa He HMEIOT. TeM He MeHee, HIKTO
HE IBITAETCA 000CHOBATSH, ITOUEMY TaK IIPOUCXOIHT.

3ara/iHele MONHTHKH TAkOKe BBICKA3HIBAIOT «03a004EHHOCTEY
IO TI0BOAY BO3MOKHBIX MOOOYHBIX IP(PEKIOB rpaxIaHCKOH BOH-
Hbl. MuHuCTp MHOCTpaHHBIX e ®paniwn Jlopan ®abuyc my6-
JIMYHO 3a4BHI 1ocie Bo3aymHoro Hanera BBC Cupun Ha mane-
CTHHCKYI nareps Gexennen SpMyk (B JlaMacke), UTo «MBI IOIK-
HBI CAAEHATH Bce, YToObI M30eXaTh TOro, YTO MOXET HPHBECTH K
pervoHansHol BCIbIKe». Ha3Bap 5Ty aTaky «CKaHIAILHOI, OH
ofBuHITT Acaja B CTpeMICHHH 060cTpuTh cuTyarpio . [Togo6Hoe
BO3MYILEHHE HE Ka)KETCS eCTECTBCHHBIM, OCOOCHHO B CBETE MHO-
CTPaHHOTO BMeEHIATENbCTBA B fena CHPHH U BOBJICYCHHOCTH
Opantym B JIuBHifcKHi KOHGIHKT, a TAIOKE €€ yuacTHe B JPYTHX
KOH(HKTHBIX 30Hax. TeM He MeHee, B 3a4eT HAET TONBKO TO, KaK
H C KaKOH IIO3HIUH 3TO TIPEITOXHOCHTCS.

Onnolt W3 CTpaH, KOTOpas, KAXKETCH, 3HAYUTENBHO [POUIPHI-
BaeT B npouecce Apabckol BecHsl, sBisercs Mapamms. Ilpencka-
3yeMble CBETCKHE TUKTATOPH! B TOCYAAPCIBAX, IPAHYALIHX C HHM,
IOCTENIEHHO 3aMEHSIOTCA Ha Oojee pajMKaibHBIX M PENHTHO3HO
OpHEHTHPOBAHHEIX IIPABHTENEH (B HACTOsIIEE BpeMs HECTAOHIb-
HblE H KpaliHe HeycTOH4YHBBIE rocyfapctsa). OmHOH W3 TIAaBHEIX
npobnem, koTopoii obecrokoer H3pamib, ABIAETCA BO3MOXHOCTD
MONAafaHKusA CHPHICKOTO BOGHHOTO apceHana (BKIIIOYAs XUMHde-
CKOE OpYXKHE) B «ILIOXHe» PyKHL. bemBuinii rnapa Moccaga Ddpa-
M Xanesu omMetrwit: «Co BCeX TOYEK 3peHHsl, IPETIOYTHTEIbHEE
6110 6bI, YTOOBI 3TOT KOH(UIMKT He Pasroperncs, B NEPBYIO OYe-
penpb, 1 H3pawis Mor OB IPOIOIDKATE HACHAKIATECH aGCOIOTHRIM
CIOKOHCTBHIEM BIOMG JIMHHMH TEPEMHPHSA, NPOBENSHHOH MEXTY
mByMs rocynapeteami nocne (1973) Hom-Kurmtyp-soitmsny’. JIpy-
THE COCETHUE CTPAHBI TOXKE 3aTPOHYTHI 3THM KOHGPIHKTOM.

" Arango T. Turkish Public Sours on Syrian Uprising. The New York Times. URL: http//www.nytimes.com/2012/09/ 19/world/europe/
turks-weary-of-leaders-support-for-syria-uprising html?pagewanted=all& r=0, 18 September 2012 (accessed 13 February 2013)

% Staff Writers. Slaying Hints Iran Hikes Backing for Assad, Space War (UPI). URL: httpr/www.spacewar.com/reports/Slaying_hints_
Iran_hikes backing for Assad 999.html, 14 February 2013 (accessed 15 February 2013)

3 Staff Writers. Syria: Iran, Saudis Beef up Rival Militias, Space War (UPD). URL: https/www.spacewar.convreports/Syria_lran_Saudis_
beef up rival militias 999.html, 28 January 2013 (accessed 29 January 2013) '

* Staff Writers. End is Near for Regime of Syria’s Assad: France, Space War. URL: http//www.spacewar.com/reports/End_is_near
for_regime of Syrias_Assad France 999.html, 16 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)

* Staff Writers. Israel Preparing for Post-Assad Syria Chaos, Space War (AFP). URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Israel_
preparing_for_post-Assad_Syria_chaos_999.html, 4 February 2013 (accessed 13 February 2013)
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countries are being affected too.

Lebanon is a country that has been torn by vio-
lence in the recent past and continues to be in a very
volatile state. A number of articles have accused Svr-
ia of stoking tensions there for the benefit of the As-
sad regime. The assassination and funeral of Briga-
dier-General Wissam al-Hassan, the head of Leba-
non’s internal security forces sparked gun battles be-
tween various militias. Of interest was an observation
that there were more political and Islamic flags than
national ones at his funeral'. This is indicative of a
growing sectarian divide and radicalisation that can
once again ignite more fully. Jordan has also experi-
enced violence and instability as a result of the war on
the other side of its border. In spite of the prevailing
narrative of Assad’s responsibility for the destabilis-
ing situation, a Fox News article actually laid the
blame with insurgents (trving to enter Svria from
Jordanian side of the border) killing a Jordanian sol-
dier. In spite of this the State Department issued the
statement that “the onus for this kind of violence rests
squarely on the Assad regime”. In effect, this makes
the Syrian government responsible not only for their
actions, but for those forces opposing them too!

Assad is Finished

There is a lot of effort, which borders along the
lines of Psyops or disinformatsiva® focussing on the
supposed instability (and therefore ‘imminent col-
lapse) of the Assad regime. An example of this ap-
peared in January 2013 in Al/bawaba, which alleged
that Assad and his family were living onboard a war-
ship that was guarded by Russians. The conveved
idea is that it is no longer safe for Assad and his fam-
ily on Svrian soil, and that he has no trust in the reli-
ability of Svrian security forces ability to protect him
or the environment he is in. However, this ‘tip’ was
given by intelligence sources to a Saudi Arabian
newspaper®. Given that Saudi Arabia is one of the
countries actively engaged in seeking to overthrow
Assad, this information should be treated with great
caution as it suits their political agenda to trv and
magnify the possibility of the Assad regime’s ‘immi-
nent’ collapse owing to the notion and role played by
intangible elements in war. Other governments, for
instance, may be more inclined to back what they
perceive to be the winning side in the conflict. Thus
intangible elements can be converted in to more tan-
gible actions and results,

The Roval United Services Institute (RUSI) Syr-
ia Brief (Julv 2012) is typical of Western ‘analysis’
of the situation in the conflict (and with similar ech-
oes to the analysis and predictions of Gaddafi’s ‘im-
minent’ fall that came much later than first predicted.
This as much about affecting Assad’s intangible as-

Alami M. Syra’s Civil War Spills Over

JIuBam — 310 cTpaHa, KoTOpas ObUIAa pasopBaHa HA YACTH B
pe3yabTaTe HACHIMA B HEJABHEM IIPONUIOM U IIPOANOIKAST
HAXOMWUTHCA B OYeHb HecTaOWIBHOM COCTOSHHMH. Psan crarei
obBursaH CHPHIO B Pa3KHUIAHUH HANPSDKEHHOCTH B 3TOM perH-
OHE B HHTepecax pexuMma Acafa. YOHHACTBO M MOXOPOHEI Opu-
ragHoro resepana Buccam anms-XacaHa, TIaBbl BHYTPEHHHX CHII
6e3onacHocTH JIMBaHA, BEI3BAH TICPECTPEIKH MEXAY Pa3iid-
HBIMH IpynmaMH omomdeHueB. HrepecHo To, 4TO Ha €ro moxo-
poHax 6puI0 60m>me TTONUTHYECKUX ¥ HCIaMCKHX (aros, uem
HalMOHANBHEIX', D710 CBHICTENBCTBYET O PACTYIIEM MEKKOH-
(heccHOHAILHOM pas[e/IeHHH U pafHKaIH3aLHH, KOTOPEe MOTYT
pasroperscs ¢ HoBol cumoil. Mopranns Taxxe nepexivia HacH-
ave B HecTaOWIBHOCTE KaK pe3y/bTaT BOHHBI Ha NpYro# cro-
poHe cBoell rpanuupl. Hecmorpst Ha mpeoOiasanue 0OBHHEHMH
B ajpec Acala B TOM, YTO OH OTBETCTBEHEH 33 JeCTabuiIm3aimio
CHTyalH, ctaThi B Fox News Qakruueckyl Bo3naraer BUHY Ha
TOBCTaHIEB (TBITasich orBecTH CHPHIO OT HOPAAHCKOH CTOPOHE!
rpanumpl) 3a youiictBo HopaaHckoro conjara. Hecmorps Ha
3TO, TOCYHAapCTBECHHBIH [elapTaMeHT BBHITYCTWI 3asBJICHHE O
TOM, HYTO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TAaKOr0 POAA HACHIHC JIEXHT
HETOCPE/ICTBCHHO HA PEXHME Acama»’, Tlo CYTH, 3TO Jienaer
CHPHICKOE MPaBUTENLCTBO OTBETCTBEHHBIM HE TOJBKO 38 CBOM
IEeHCTBHSA, HO U 3a JACHCTBHA ONIO3HIHOHHBIX CHII TOXe!

C Acadom noxonueno

Tlpunaraercst MHOIO YCHMIHI, KOTOPBIE TPAHHYAT C (IICHOLICH
HIH neznn@opvxam{epf u (DOKyCHPYIOT BHHMAHHE Ha IPEIroia-
racMoli HecTaOHIIBHOCTH (M, CIIEAOBAaTE/IHHO, (HEH3OEKHOM Kpa-
xe») pexuma Acana. I[Ipumep Tomy nosBuics B suBape 2013 . B
razete «Anbayaba», TAe yTBEPKOATOCH, YT0 ACai M €ro CEeMbI
XKHWIH Ha BOSHHOM Kopaline, KOTOpBIH oxpamsnu pycckue. Hnes
3TOro COODILEHHA TAKOBa, YTO CHPHIicKas 3eMiit OONbliIe HE ABIII-
ercst Ge3omacHOH Wi Acaja H ero CeMbH, H YTO OH He JOBepser
HagE&KHOCTH CHPUHCKIX Ciil Ge30MAaCHOCTH, HX CIoCOGHOCTH 3a-
LHUTHTE €F0 WM TO MECTO, Tie OH Haxogurcs. TeM He MeHee, 3Ta
«TofCKa3Ka» ObUIa HaHa HCTOYHHKaMM pasBenku razere Caymios-
cxoit Apasmu’. VuuteiBas, uTo Caynosckass Apaeusi sBIAETCS
OOHOH H3 CTpaH, aKTHBHO yYacTBOBaBlIEH B CTPEMJICHHH CBEPI-
HyTb Acajia, K 370l HHOpMAaIMK Clle/lyeT OTHOCHTECA ¢ GOMbIIoi
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO, TaK KaK 3TO COOTBETCTBYET HONHTHYECKOH MO~
Bectke AHA CaymoBCKOH ApaBHH, HAlpaBIeHHOW Ha TO, YTOOH
TOMBITATECA YBEIMYHTH BOSMOXHOCTh «HEM3OeXHOro» Kosuarca
pexuMa Acaza, YUHTHBAs PO, KOTOPYIO HIPAIOT HEMaTepHAb-
HBIC DJIEMEHTBI B BO¥HE. [IpaBHTeNECTBA APYTHX CTPaH, HATIPHMED,
MOTYT ObITE G0Nee CKIIOHHEBI K HOMAEPAKKE TOH CTOPOHEI, KoTOpas,
COTNIAaCHO HX NpPeATONOKeHHI0, OKaXeTCA nobemusIeii cropoHoH
B KorbnukTe. TakiM obpazoM, HemaTepnam,Hme 3IIEMEHTEI MOTYT
65ITE NpeodpasoBans B foree ocs3aeMbie NSHCTBHA H PE3Y/IbTaThL.

Kpatkuit 0630p curyaruu B Cupnu, fanneni Royal United
Services Macturyrom (RUSI) (uronms 2012) aBasercs THIHMIHBIM
3a0aHBIM «@HATH30M» CHTYalHH B KOHQUIHKTE (C IOXOKECTBIO
Ha aHaIH3 ¥ MPeACKa3aHus «HeMHHyemoro» manenus Kagnadw,
4TO CHYYHJIOCH TOpa3’fo Io3Ke, deM OBUIO IIepBOHAYAIBLHO
mpencka3aHo). Takke MHOTO TOBOPHTCS O BIMAHHH HeMaTepH-
aJIbHBIX aKTHBOB AcCaja, KaK H 00 OCBEINCHHH «HOBOCTEI» HiH

into Lebanon. USA Today. URL: http//www.usatoday.convstory/news/

world/2012/10/22/lebanon-erupts-in-fighting/1649839/, 22 October 2012 (accessed 19 February 2013)
% Syria’s Civil War Spills Violence Across Borders into Jordan, Lebanon. Fox News (AP). URL: http//www.foxnews.com/world
/2012/ 10/22/1ordaman-soldxer—kﬂled—m—clash-w1th—nnhtants -trying-to-slip-into-syria/, 22 October 2012 (accessed 19 February 2013)

Psyops is short for the term psychological operations,
which is directed against enemy forces to disrupt their
decision making capacity and in this instance the unity of
Syria’s political and military elite. Disinformatsiya is the
intentional spreading of false or misleading information
by an organisation in order to influence the decision mak-
ing process of the intended target audience that would
benefit the agenda of the originator.

He’s on a Boat! Bashar al Assad Allegedly Living on a Russian Warship. Editor’s Choice,

*Ilcuorc (Psyops) — COKpAIIEHHOE OT (TICHXONOTHYECKHE ONEPAIIMED —
HaNpaBJieH NPOTHB BPaXXeCKHX CHI, Ha TO, YToObI HOAOPBATH HX CIIO-
COOHOCTD K IPUHSATHIO PELICHHH, B JAHHOM Cly4yae — OObLemMHEHHEe
cHpHicKoi monutideckoil H BoeHHoH smursl. desundopmarma — ato
HAMEPEHHOE pacnpocTpaHenne QaiplBoH WIH HETOYHOH uH(pOpMa-
IHH JJI TOrO, YT00b1 HOBIHATE Ha NPOLECC NPUHATHA PELICHHH ayau-
TOpHEH, Ha KOTOPYIO OHA HaIlpaBJICHa, 9TO CIYXKHT LIe/LAM PacIpoctpa-
HHTENS Je3HH(DOPMAI{HIL.

Albawaba. URL:

www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/assad-russia-ship-463592, 15 January 2013 (accessed 18 January 2013).
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sets as it is about reporting ‘news’ or ‘facts’. For
external audiences, if they believe in a collapse they
are more likely to commit to supporting the insur-
gents and renouncing support for Assad. This has the
effect of creating the facade of legitimacy for those
insurgent forces through creating an impact on inter-
national opinion. The situation is different for do-
mestic actors, who are potentially likely to want to
support what is perceived to be the winning side or at
least to weaken their resistance to the insurgent forc-
es by sapping the will to continue to fight.

One of the characterisations of Assad that sur-
faces, but without any substantiation, is that he is a
weakling and a coward.! There is no direct evi-
dence to support this claim, other than something
that is uttered by those with an interest to see his
regime overthrown. This is intended to erode sup-
port and belief among the people, administration
and security forces in the leadership of Assad
through the use of attempted labelling. Comparing
Assad’s situation with that of the Alamo is addi-
tionally, rather meaningless, but the effect is in-
tended to be emotionally and not logically based.

A lot of opinion is presented on behalf of other
parties in this conflict by Western politicians that are
speaking on behalf of Syrians or other countries, such
as Russia (with or without the knowledge or consent
from these parties). A prime example of this was when
the French Foreign Minister, Laurent Fabius, spoke in
December 2012, “I think the end is approaching for
Mr Bashar al Assad. [...]1 You have seen, even if it’s
controversial, even the Russians see it coming’”. If
subjected to critical analysis these words don’t hold
much weight, however, within a pathos laden envi-
ronment it is less likely to be critically evaluated. For
instance, Fabius speaks on behalf of Russia, but there
is no effort made to substantiate this claim. The belief
and effect lies in the potential power of ethos, power
of persuasion given his position.

Weapons of Mass Destruction ... Again!

With echoes going back for the justification for
invading, and then subsequently occupying Iraq, the
issue of the presence of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD:s) has surfaced again with the various scenar-
ios for directly attacking Syria. Media articles, re-
ports and statements by political and military actors
mostly allude to the presence and possible use of
chemical weapons by the Assad regime, and possible
military responses to stave off their use or as a form
of retaliation after their use.

One of the most detailed accounts of chemical
weapons and various possible military options by the
West can be found in RUSI’s 2012 report the Syria
Briefing. Paul Schulte contributes a section, Syrian
Chemical Weapons Stocks: A Choice of Risks and
Evils (pp. 20-27). Interestingly, this section notes that
it would be extremely difficult to justify owing to the
absent Iraqi WMDs in the wake of the US-led invasion
in March 2003 (p. 26). There is extensive playing of
different scenarios throughout the section, but ultimate-
ly concludes that the Syrian security forces are unlikely
to use these weapons on the battlefield (p. 22). A num-

«¢haxToB». BHEIIHASL ayAHTOPHS, €CIIM OHAa BEPHT B Kpax, Gomee
CKJIOHHA K ITOJIEPIKKE ITOBCTAHICB M K OTKA3Y OT IOJUIEPKKH
Acana. B stoM 3axmouaercs 3ddext cosnaHus dacana 3aKoH-
HOCTH JUIA IOBCTAHYECKHX CHJI I[yTeM BIHSHHS Ha MEXIyHa-
porHoe obmecTBeHHOE MHEHNE. FIHas CHTyamus CKIaABIBaeTCs
JUT1 OTEYECTBEHHBIX AKTOPOB, KOTOPHIC HMOTEHIHANBHO, CKOpPEe
BCETO, 3aXOTAT MOIUIEPKaTh TOro, KTO BOCIPHHHMAETCS Kak
nobeauBIIas CTOpOHA Milil, 1O KpaiiHell Mepe, ocnabuTe CBoe
COTIPOTHBIJIEHHE CHJIAM BOCCTaBINMX, HE BHIKa3hIBas JKeJIaHMS
IPOROIKATH GOprOY.

OpnHa M3 XapakTepHCTHK Acaja, KoTopas Myccupyercs 6e3
Kakux-1u60 060CHOBaHHil, 3T0 TO, 4T0 OH cmabak u Tpyc'. [l
3TOTO YTBEPXK/EHHS HE CYIIECTBYET NPSIMBIX OCHOBaHMIl 33 HC-
KIIFOYEHHEM TOrO, 4YTO T4 XapaKTepPHCTHKA HAeTCs TEMH, KIO
3aHHTEPECOBAaH B IMaJieHHH ero pexuma. IlogoGHble criyxu
HAIIPaBJICHB! HA TO, ITOOBI 0cHabHTh MOANEPKKY H BEPY B Hapo-
Je, anMUHHCTPAIMH M CHIaX Oe30MacHOCTH B PYKOBOACTBO
Acapa 3a cueT HCIOIF30BaHHA METO/a HABEINMBAHHS SAPIBIKOB.
CpapnuBaTh CHTYanHIo Acaja ¢ Toi, 910 6511a B Af1aMo, X ToMy
e HOBOIMBHO OeccMmbicieHHO, HO 3ddexr 5Toro cpaBHEHHA
mpefHa3HaueH 11 SMOMHOHANBHOIO BOCTIPHATHA, a HE JUIT JIo-
THYECKOTO OCMBICIICHHS.

Msaoro coObITHII B 3TOM KOHGUIHKTE TNPEACTaBIACTCA OT
MMEHH JIPYTHX CTOPOH 3alaJHBIMH IOJHTHKAMH, KOTOPBIC BBI-
CTYNAIOT OT HMMCHH CHPHHIEB MM APYCHX CTIPaH, TAKHX KaK
Poccus (¢ Bestoma iy Oe3 BeoMa, MK CODTIacHs 3THX CTOPOH).
SIpKHMM TIPHMEPOM 3TOTO SBMSETCA BBICKa3bIBAHHE MHHHCTpPA
HHOCTpaHHBIX e Ppaniun Jlopana abuyca B aexabpe 2012
r.: <« gymato, yro npubimxaercsa KoHen rocnoguny bammap ane
Acany. [...] Bel Bugen, gaxe ecyii 3T0 OCIIAPHBACTCH, YTO HaxXe
POCCHSHE 3aMETHIH ero NpuOmmKenHe»’. ECTH HOABEPrHYTH
9TH CITOBa KPUTHYECKOMY aHAH3Y, TO CTaHET 5ACHO, YTO OHH He
HMeroT OonbLIOro Beca, OfiHAKo, B nadocHOH cpeie MaioBepo-
SATHO, YTO O5TO BBICKA3BIBAHWE ITOJBEPrHETCA KPUTHYECKOH
ouenke. Hampnmep, xorma ®abuyc rogopur or umenu Poccuy,
TO OH JaXke He NBITaeTcs o00CHOBaTh CBOE YTBepikaeHue. Bepa
1 3¢ (exT mexaT B MOTCHIOHAIBHOH CHIIe PHTOPHKY, cuile yoex-
JIeHUS, KOTOpas 3a/IaHa ero TONMOKECHHEM.

Opyoaicue maccogozo yHuumodicenus ... Onams!

Kax 2x0 ompaBjiaHms BTOPXKEHHS M MOCTEAYIOMEH OKKyIa-
upH Mpaka BOnpoc 0 HalHYHH OPYXHSA MacCOBOrQ YHHYTOXE-
Hust (OMY) BHOBB BCIUIBUI Ha MOBEPXHOCTH C PA3IHIHBIMH CIE-
HapuaMHU npsMoit ataku Ha Cupuro. Craten B CMU, nokmans! u
BBICTYIUICHHS HOJUTHKOB H BOCHHEBIX, ITIABHEIM 06pa30M HaMme-
KatoT Ha HaJIHYHE H BO3MOXKHOCTD HCHONb30BAHHA XHMHIECKOTO
OpYXHA PEXKHMOM ACa[a H BO3MOXKHBIM BOGHHEIH OTBET C Ile-
JIBEO TIPSMOTBPALIEHHS €r0 MCIONB30BaHUs MM Kak (opmy pe-
BaHIIA [IOCIIE €70 HCIIONb30BAHMS.

OnuH U3 caMBIX HOJAPOOHBIX OTYETOB, HOATOTOBNEHHEIX HA
3amazge, 0 XMMHYECKOM OPYXHU H Pa3iHYHbIX BO3MOXHEBIX BO-
€HHBIX BapHaHTaX Mo)kHO HalTi B ordere RUSI 2012 1. «Kpat-
xo o Cupmmy. ITon Hlynete moproromn pasmen «Cupuiickie
3amackl XUMHIECKOTO opyXus: Beibop Puckos u 3om» (ctp. 20—
27). UHTepecHo, 9TO B 5TOM pa3felie 0TMedaeTcs, 4To Opu10 651
KpaiiHe TPYZHO OIPaBJATH AMEPHKaHCKOe BTopkeHHe B Vpak B
Mapte 2003 1. B cBA3u ¢ oTcyTcTBHEM B lpake opykii macco-
Boro yHHITOXeHHSA (cTp. 26). KpacHoii HUTBIO depe3 Bech pas-
Jie71 IPOXOOHT OOBIrPHIBaHHE Pa3/IHHBIX CLEHAPHEB Pa3BHTHA
xoH(umKTa B CHpHH, HO, B KOHEYHOM HTOre, aBTOpP HIPUXOXHT K
BEIBOJY, YTO CHpHICKHE CHIEI 0€30TacHOCTH BpsA JH 6yAyT
HCTIONB30BaTh 3TO OpYXKHe Ha mmone 6os (cTp. 22). Pax Bonpocos
CTaJl OYeBHAHBIM IIPH aHaTH3e¢ HAaHHOIO pa3jena: yaapsl ¢ BO3-

! Zumwalt J. Awaiting Departure of Syria’s ‘Coward of the Alamo’. UPL URL: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Analysis/OutsideView/2013/

01/ 15/Outside-View-Awaiting-departure-of-Syrias-Coward-of-the-Alamo/UPI-88281358226240/, 15 January 2013 (accessed 16 January 2013)
* Staff Writers. End is Near for Regimé of Syria’s Assad: France. Space War. URL: http7/www. spacewar.com/reports/End_is_

near_for_regime of Syrias Assad France 999.html, 16 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)
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ber of matters become evident in the analysis of this
section, air strikes may be costly owing to Syrian air
defence systems and the results would be difficult to
confirm, and this is an unpopular and risky reason for
embarking upon direct military intervention.

A number of stories concerning the alleged pres-
ence and possible use of WMDs in Syria have been
circulating through the mass media sphere, and the
possible and calculated responses by various foreign
actors. There were an increased number of these stories
appearing in the media during the period December
2012 and January 2013. One such story covered the
United Nations preparing to send chemical weapons
kits to its monitors stationed in the Golan Heights mon-
itoring mission. In the same article was a paragraph
dedicated to an accusation by the United States that it
had intelligence showing *“‘Syria was considering using
its chemical weapons™. President Obama made a rhe-
torical condemnation of such a move in spite of the fact
that nothing had happened, and remembering 10 years
ago the United States had ‘irrefutable’ intelligence
evidence of WMDs in Irag, which proved to be false.
Yet there was no critical review or alternative infor-
mation offered, the statement was received and repeat-
ed without any due journalistic rigour.

This ‘news’ started a flurry of symbolic rhetoric
and more questions than answers. In late November
2012, Israeli satellite imagery showed what appeared
to be chemicals in preparation for what was thought
to be their military use. The uncertainty soon disap-
peared from the information that was transformed in
to a certainty. In connection with the chemical weap-
on threat, the Pentagon has even publicly stated that
at least 75000 troops would be needed to ‘secure’ the
stocks. The New York Times article also expressed
doubts about the measures taken by the Syrian au-
thorities to secure WMD stocks from Islamist extrem-
ists.” Yet there is no reflection on the consequences of
the West and its allies of arming those same insurgent
groups that may just capture those chemical weapons,
let alone placing all responsibility on the shoulders of
any one national leader.

In January the State Department was even
forced to refute an allegation that Syria had used
chemical weapons in December 2012. The basis of
this story was a supposedly leaked State Depart-
ment report that made the claim. The Foreign Poli-
cy magazine used this for the basis of a “compel-
ling case” that Syrian government forces had used
poison gas. The spokeswoman for the State De-
partment, Victoria Nuland, stated “that report from
Foreign Policy did not accurately convey the anec-
dotal information that we had received from a third
party regarding the alleged incident in Syria in De-
cember’”. The US started to quickly cool the rheto-
ric though, the Secretary of Defence Leon Panetta,
tried to reassure that no ground troops would be
sent to secure chemical weapons if the Syria gov-
ernment fell. “We are not working with optiens that

~ CUCTEMA KOOPAMHAT

OyXa MoOryT OBITh BECbMa JIOPOTOCTOSINHM H3-3a CHpHEHCKOl
cucreMsl [IBO 1 pesynbrartst OyAeT TpYAHO NOATBEPAUTH, H 3TO
HEMOMyNApHas H PHCKOBAHHAS NPHYHHA I NPAMOTO BOSHHOIO
BMEIIATENbCTRA.

B memuitHo# chepe MUPKYIMPYIOT PaccKasbl O NpeTonarae-
MOM HaJIMYHH ¥ BO3MOXHOCTH Henonbs3oBannst OMY B Cupun 1 0
BO3MOXHBIX DPACCUMTAHHBIX OTBETaX DAa3IHYHBIX HHOCTPAHHBIX
akTopoB. B mepuon ¢ nexabps 2012 r, — siuaps 2013 1. yBemm4u-
J0CE KOMHYECTBO NMONOOHBIX HCTOPHI B CPEACTBAX MacCOBOH HH-
¢opmarym. OpHa Takast HCTOPHS HOBECTBYET 0 ToM, 4To Oprauu-
sampi OOpexuHeHHbX: Harwil roToBHTCS OTHpaBHTS HaGOpH! XH-
MHYECKOTO OPYXKHS UL CBOHMX MOHHTOPOB, Pa3sMEIICHHBIX B MO-
HHTOpHHTOBOH MuccHH [onanckux Bricot. B Toi e cTathe ecth
af3an, MOCBAIEHHBII OOBHHEHHAM cO CTOPOHBI COEIMHEHHBIX
IMtatoB, ¥T0 KaKk MOKa3blBaeT pasBenka «CHpHS paccMatpuBaeT
BO3MOXKHOCTb HCTIONB30BAHHA CBOETO XHMIYECKOTO OPYIKIIDY.
Ipesnnent ObaMa pHTOPHIECKH OCYIHI TAKOH HIAT, HECMOTPS Ha
TO, 9TO HHYETO 3TOrC He MPOH3OILIO, H, HOMHS O TOM, Kak 10 jier
Hasax y CIA 6bUTH «HEOTIpOBEPKHMBIE» AOKa3aTeNbCTBA, HOMY-
YeHHBIE OT PA3BEAKH, O CYIIECTBOBAHHMH OPYXHS MacCOBOTO YHH-
yrokeHHs B Hpake, 4To okazanock JIOxer0. TeM He MeHee, HuKa-
KOr0 KPHUTHYECKOrO aHA/H3a WM aJbTepPHATHRHOH HH(pOpMaLMu
He TIOCTIEI0BAIO, 3TO 3asBIICHHE OBUIO CeNaHo H IOBTOpsieTcs 6e3
KaKOH-1IH00 X yPHAIHCTCKOH TIPOBEPKHL.

OTa «HOBOCTE» BBI3BaJIA HIKBAJ CHMBOJIMIECKOH PHTOPHKH U
nopoxuna GorbIe BONPOCOB, ueM OTBETOB. B KoHIE HOOps
2012 r. u3pauNbCKUE CIYTHHKOBBIC CHHMKHU TOKA3IH TO, YTO,
Ka3a10ch, OBLTO XHMMYECKUMH BEIIECTBAMM JUIL MOATOTOBKH K
TOMY, 4T00BI HCIIONIB30BAaTh HX B BOCHHBIX nemix. Heonpegeren-
HOCTH ITIPERIIONIOKEHAS CKOpPO HcUesna H3 HHbOpMaluy, a caMa
uHpopMaiuri Gblta npeobpa3oBaHa B yBepEHHOE YTBEpXK/cHHe. B
CBMH € yrpo3oil xumudeckoro opyxus Ilenraron gaxe mybrind-
HO 3a%BHI, ¥T0, 110 MeHbiuell mepe, 75000 Boiick 6ynyr Heobxo-
JUMBL I «3amuTe Gorga. Cratea B «Hpro-Hopk TaiiMo» Tak-
JKe BBIPA3HIa COMHEHII 0 IIOBOAY Mep, NPHHATHIX CHPHIICKHMHE
BIACTAMH JUIA 3aIUTHI 3artacoB OMY OT HCIIAMCKHX 3KCTpeMH-
cros”. OiHako He GBII0 HHKAKMX KOMMEHTADHEB O OCIEICTBHIAX
TOro, 4To 3amaj U ero COI3HHKH BOOPYXKAIOT Te )K€ MOBCTaHJe-
CKHE TPYIIIEL, KOTOPbIE MOTYT IPOCTO 3aXBATHTh XHMHYECKOE
OpY)XHE, HE TOBOPS YK€ O BO3JIOKEHHH BCEH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Ha
THIETH KaKOTO-THOO0 HAIMOHATHHOTO JIMAEPA.

B smmape I'ocynapcTBeHHEIH JeNapTaMeHT [aXe BLIHYKICH
OBLT OTIPOBEPTHYTH YTBepXkKIeHHe, 4To CHPIST MPUMEHSIA XHME-
geckoe opyxue B aexadpe 2012 r. B ocHoBe 3T0if ucTopiH Oplna
sIk0BBI yTeuka u3 goxnana I'ocyapCTBEHHOTO enapTaMeHTa, 9To
HOCIY)KHIO NpuyHHOi nmopobHoro -3asmuenus. Kypuan Foreign
Policy Hcronp30Ban 310 Kak OCHOBY JUIA «yOeIHTENBHBIX AOKa3a-
TEIBCTBY» TOTO, YTO CHPHHCKHE NPaBHTENBLCIBCHHBIE BOIICKA HC-
IIONB30BAJIH OTpaBIstioHii ra3. [Ipecc-cexperaps I'ocynapcreen-
HOro jenapramenta Buktopus Hymanng 3asBmma, 410 «3T0 c000-
menHe B xypHane Foreign Policy He TouHO mepefaer aHeKNOTH-
JECKYI0 HH(OPMALHIO, KOTOPYIO MBI IOJIYYHIIH OT TPETHHX JIHIL B
OTHOWIEHHH NPE/TIONaraeMoro HHIHieHTa B CHpHH B ekabpey.
CHIA cranu OpICTPO OXJaXHaTh PHTOPHKY, XOTS MHHUCTp 0bo-
ponst Jleon IlaneTra mBITancs yCHOKOHTH, YTO HHKAaKHE HazeM-
HBbIE BOiicKa He OyayT HanpaBleHs! s obecriedenns 6e30nacHo-
CTH XMMIMECKOTO OPY)KHS, €CIH NpaBHTenscTBO CHpHH Majer.
«Me1 He pabGoTaeM C BapUaHTAMH, KOTOpble TPeOYIOT MOCHUIKH
BOGHHBIX CAIlOr Ha 3eMIO»' . DT0 MOMET GBITh IPH3HAKOM TOTO,

! Staff Writers. UN Sending Chemical Weapons Kits to Syria Monitors. Space Wars (AFP). URL: http//www.spacewar.com/reports/
UN_sending_chemical_weapons_kits_to_Syria_monitors_999.html, 17 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)

% Schmitt E. & Sanger D.E. Hints of Syrian Chemical Weapons Push Sets off Global Effort to Stop it. The New York Times. URL:
http//www.nytimes.com/2013/01/08/world/middleeast/chemical-weapons-showdown-with-syria-led-to-rare-accord.html? =0, 7

January 2013 (accessed 8 January 2013)

* Staff” Writers. ‘No Credible Evidence” Syria Used Chemical Arms: US, Space War (AFP). URL: http//www.spacewar.com/reports/
No_credible_evidence_Syria_used chemical arms US_999.html, 16 January 2013 (accessed 17 January 2013)
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involve boots on the ground”™'. This may be an indi-
cation that the US does not consider the situation
ripe for direct military involvement yet, in spite of
possessing military superiority. There is a likeli-
hood of losses of military hardware and personnel,
plus the prospect of becoming entangled in yet an-
other intractable insurgency.

Another article that was based completely on
hearsay and lacking in any sort of balance or scrutiny
appeared in the Financial Times in January 2013. It
accused Syria of harbouring up to 50 tonnes of unen-
riched uranium at an orchard where an alleged ‘se-
cret uranium conversion site’ is located. A lot of un-
substantiated guesswork and rumours are generated
about the site, which has a satellite views that shows
some buildings and an orchard. Clearing of the or-
chard “for no apparent reason” and signs of defen-
sive positions, together with possible signs of
fighting are offered as ‘concrete proof” of the sinister
nature of the facility. The article even speculates as
far as stating Iran may be intending to seize this al-
leged stockpile of uranium. In doing so, this article is
bringing the spectre of the West’s long-time enemy
into the picture for extra threat perception’. The
viewer comments were justifiably sceptical of the
story, a number referring to the Iragi WMDs some
10 years earlier.

This particular ‘news’ story attracted the atten-
tion of the media watcher News Unspun that criti-
cally analysed the story methodically, exposing the
fallacies and poor standards of journalism. The edi-
tors of News Unspun were fairly polite in their final
assessment of the article penned by Blitz.

The ‘concerns’ Blitz reports on belong to his
sources, so it is their judgement, and not just his,
which is premised on fallacy. Blitz, however, has
based his entire argument, without criticism, on the
opinions of these officials, and has further devel-
oped them into a foretelling narrative, one which
doesn’t stand up to even the slightest scrutiny”.

The use of such stories as WMDs seems to be
directed at wider international publics by trying to
create an environment of fear that implies the threat
could go beyond the borders of Syria. For fear to be
successful, people need to believe that something
bad can possibly happen (such as a dirty bomb* or
chemical weapon attack), and that this source of
threat can touch them personally. If successfully
achieved (instilling a sense of fear), then a state of
pathos becomes the primary element of persuasion,
which makes an audience easier to ‘manage’.

Options for Open Military Intervention

The last narrative to be discussed is the issue of
an open military attack against the Assad regime in
Syria. This would be a departure from the current
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yro CHIA Bce xe He CUMTAIOT CHTYALHIO CO3peBIIeH IS Hemro-
CPEJICTBEHHOTO YYacTHs BOGHHBIX, HECMOTPA Ha obiajaHue Bo-
€HHBIM ITpeBocXoAcTBOM. CymIeCTBYeT BEpOATHOCTH MMOTEPH BO-
€HHOH TEXHHKHY H IIEPCOHANTA, a TaKKe IEPCIEKTHBBI 3aMyTaThCH
ellie B OTHOM Oe3HaNIeKHOM BOCCTAHHH.

Jpyras ctaTss, koTopas Oba OCHOBAHA HOJHOCTRIO HA CIIy-
XaxX M OTCYTCTBMH Jroboro Buia GanaHca WM IPOBEPKH TIOSBH-
nacek B Financial Times B suBape 2013 r. B neit Cupust o6Bmus-
7ack B YKPBIBATeNnbCTBE N0 50 TOHH HeoOOralieHHOro ypaHa B
HEKOEM ILIOJOBOM Cafy, IAe SKOOEI HAXOMUTCS «CEKPETHBIH 005b-
eKT 1o epepaboTrke ypaHa». MHOro HeoGOCHOBaHHBIX AOTALOK H
CIIyXOB PaclpoCTPaHAIOTCA O MECTE, KOTOPOe IIOKa3aHO Ha Kaj-
pax, CHSTBIX CO CITyTHHKa, Ha KOTOPBIX MOXHO BHIOETH KAKHE-TO
30aHMA H cal. YOopKa cafa «0e3 Kakux-1uG0 BUAMMBIX PHUHE
U IIpH3HAKH CYLIECTBOBAHI 00OPOHUTENBHBIX O3HIME — BCE 9TO
BMECTE CO 3HAKaMH, BO3MOXKHO, ropopsiuMu o Gopnle, npeana-
raeTcs KaKk «KOHKPETHOE JOKa3aTEIbCTBOY 3TIOBEUIEr0 Xapakrepa
06bexTa. CHEKY/IIUH B CTaThe 3aXOAAT AaXe TaK JANEKO, 4TO
yIBepx/aatoT, 9to HpaH, Moxer ObITh, HAMEPEBACTCS BOCTIONB30-
BaTkCA STHMH MNpe/IoNaracMbIMH 3amacaMi ypaHa. B mpomnecce
NOJOOHBIX PACCY)KOCHMI AaHHAs CTaThsl INEPEUHCIACT LEMbli
CTIEKTp JIABHHX BparoB 3amaja, pucyd KapTUHY JOIMOJHHTEILHON
yrposst . Kommentapun o0o3peBarensi OTHOCHTENHHO NAHHOH
ucropuit ObTH ODOCHOBAaHHO CKENITHYECKHMH, MHOTHME M3 HMX
OTCBUIAKOT K HCTOPHH 00 HPAKCKOM OPYXKHH MacCOBOTO TIOpaxe-
HHA, KOTOpask paclpoCTPaHAIach AECATHIO FOaMH PaHbILe.

HMmenHO 3Ta «HOBOCTHAs» HCTOPHS I[PHBIICKIA BHHMAHHE
MmeauitHoro obospenns News Unspun, kotopoe noapoGHO KpH-
THYECKH MPOAHAIH3HPOBANO 3Ty HCTOpHIO, BBUIBHB B HEH 3a-
OMyXIeHHs H HU3KHH YpOBEHP >KYPHAJMCIHMKH, PemakTops
News Unspun ObUTH JOBONBHO BEKIIHBHL B CBOSH OKOHYATE!Ib-
HOH OIIEHKEe CTaThH, HAIMCAaHOH biuuTieM.

BricxkazamHas «o3abodeHHOCTE», Kak coobmaer bBawuri,
TIPUHAZJIEKHT €TO HCTOYHHKAM, TaK YTO 9TO MX CY)KAEHHUs, a He
TONBKO €ro COOGCTBEHHBIE OCHOBBIBAIOTCH Ha 3a0IyKICHHH.
Brnuri, oxgako, 6e3 Kakoi-THO0 KPHTHKU CTPOUT BCE CBOH JI0-
BOABl Ha MHEHHAX 3THX UYHHOBHHKOB H Jajlee Pa3BHBAeT 9TH
MHEHI B TIPEICKa3aHysi, KOTOPbIe HE BBIIEPKHBAIOT AaXKe Ma-
JeHInell KpUTHKH .

Hcnone3oBaHue TakuxX HCTOPHH, MOXOOHBIX TeM, 9TO OBLTH
3aITYILIEHB! 00 OPYXKHU MaccOBOTO IIOPAXKEHHS, KAK IIPeICTABIseT-
s, HAlPaBICHO Ha IHPOKHH KPYI MEXIyHapOoIHOH ofliecTBeH-
HOCTH, co3iaBad atMocdepy cTpaxa H Hamekas Ha TO, 4TO yrposa
MOXeT BBIHTH 3a TpaHMmel Cupmi. UroOsl 3aryrmeaHue OBUIO
YCHGHIHBIM, JIFOIH JODKHEL BEPHTH, IT0 MOXKET CAYYHTECS UTO-TO
TUI0X0e (TaKoe, KaK «rps3Has 60MGa»’, FIH IPHMEHEHHE XHMHUC-
CKOTO OPYXKHS), H 4YTO 3Ta yrpo3a MOXeT KOCHYTBCS HX JIHYHO.
Ecnu uens (BOCHHTaHHE YyBCTBA CTpPaxa) YCHCHIHO JOCTHTHYTA,
TOrJa COCTOSHME Madoca CTAHOBHICA OCHOBHBIM 3I€MEHTOM
yOEKIEHNS, UTO IeNaeT ayIHTOPHIO JIerde «YIPaBiIeMoib».

Bosyooicrocmu 013 omxpuimoli 60eHHOI uHmMepeHyuU

Tlocnenmsst ucTopHsA, O KOTOpOil MOHAET pedb, Kacaercs or-
KPBITOTO BOGHHOTO HalaJeHns Ha pexxnm Acaja B Cupuu. Taxoe
HamnazeHHe ObLT0 OB OTXOAOM OT HbIHELIHEH IOIHTHKH CKPBITOH,
KOCBEHHOH NOJJEPKKH TeX CHJI, KOTOpbie BBICTYHAIOT IPOTHB

! Wong K. Panetta: No US Troops in Syria if Chemical Weapons Used. The Washington Times. URL: http//www.washingtontimes.com/
news/2013/jan/10/panetta-no-us-troops-syria-if-chemical-weapons-use/, 10 January 2013 (accessed 11 January 2013)

? Blitz J. Fears Raised Over Syria Uranium Stockpile. The Financial Times. URL: http://www.ft.con/intl/cms/s/0/a450b660-5998-
11e2-88al-00144feab49a.html#axzz2 LHWOR78, 8 January 2013 (accessed 9 January 2013)

* Editors, Logical Fallacies: The Financial Times on Syria and Uranium Stockpiles. News Unspun. URL: http//www.newsunspun.org/
article/logical-fallacies-the-financial-times-on-syria-and-uranium-stockpiles, 10 January 2013 (accessed 11 January 2013)

* A dirty bomb is a speculative radiological weapon that
combines radioactive material with conventional explo-
sives. The purpose of the weapon is to contaminate the
area around the dispersal agent/conventional explosion
with radioactive material, serving primarily as an aerial
denial device against civilians. (Ed,).
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* (I pssHas Gomba» ~ nPocTeHimil BADHAHT THIIOTETHYECKOTO PaHo-
JIOTHYECKOTO OPYXHA, COCTOMT H3 KOHTeHHEpa € pagHOaKTHBHBIM
H30TONOM (H30TONAMM) H 3apsiia B3PHIBUATOTO BEHIECTBA, NP NOJ-
pEIBE 3apafa B3pHIBYATOrO BEILICCTBA KOHTEHHED ¢ HM3OTONAMH pas-
pymiaeTcs u, 3a cuér ynapHol BONHBI, PaIIOaKTHBHOE BELIECTBO pac-
NBULIETCA HA JOCTAaTO4YHO Gonbirof miomany. (JIpum. ped.).




CUCTEMA KOOPAUHAT

policy of covert indirect support to those forces
opposing the Syrian government and more aligned
to the Libya scenario. However, direct military in-
tervention is hedged as being something that is not
desired by the international community owing to
the Global War On Terrorism that has been ongoing
for over a decade, and with no end in sight or sig-
nificant positive results to show for the investment
of military power, money and lives lost. Thus there
is a tendency to try and deliver a sense of an invol-
untary move towards military intervention by the
West and its allies.

For these reasons the question of some sort of
western intervention in Syria has shifted from a
predilection to stay out of the conflict in any physi-
cal sense to an awareness that intervention is look-
ing increasingly likely. We are not moving towards
intervention but intervention is certainly moving
towards us. For western policy-makers the issue is
rapidly resolving itself into questions over the pur-
poses and most appropriate modes of intervention,
Indeed, in some important respects, western inter-
vention has already commenced'.

A mantra seems to have been chosen, and being
repeated often throughout the brief. Intervention has
chosen us, which implies that the West is not con-
sciously seeking to be directly involved with some
form of military intervention. In other words, the
appearance of any form of Western national interest
in Syria and the removal of Assad (as opposed to the
stressed Chinese and Russian national interest in
blocking a leya scenario for Syria at the UN Securi-
ty Council®) needs to be absent, and instead a reluc-
tant, responsible global citizen acting in an unselfish
manner is conveyed. This is complete nonsense, and
can be quickly detected in the move away from the
broad concept of whether to get directly involved or
not to more specific issues of the exact nature of the
planned intervention.

Media reporting on international conflicts carries
with it an implicitly expressed judgement on the just-
ness or contra of the use of military force. This is
evident in the use of labels and descriptions that can
in turn describe victims and perpetrators, legitimate
and criminal acts of war, which is uneven and de-
pendent upon the actor that is the subject of the arti-
cle. On the one side of the equation, actions of the
identified ‘bad guy’ are intended to evoke outrage.
The other side of the coin, the actions of the named

‘good guy’ are justified and rationalised and por-
trayed as being legitimate.® There have been a pletho-
ra of opinion articles that have been urging the United
States and its allies to become involved in direct mili-
tary action against Assad as they had done against
Gaddafi in Libya. The US motivations are promoted
as being related to humanitarian concerns — to pro-
mote freedom and democracy. Urgency is often pro-
moted as necessary to prevent a greater human trage-
dy.* Although there is little to substantiate the claims

CHPHIICKOTO HpaBHUTENLCTBA, H OpUIO OB GoNlee TOXOXe HA Jid-
Buiickuii crienapuii. TeM He MeHee, HPsIMOE BOCHHOEC BMEIIATEN b~
CTBO XE€/DKHpYETCS KaK YTO-TO HE JKENIaTeIbHOe JUIT MEKIYHa-
POAHOro cooOIIecTBa H3-3a THO0AIBHOIH BOHHBI ¢ TEPPOPH3MOM,
KOTOpas MPOROINKAETCs yxe boree AeCATH JIeT, ¥ ITOMY HE BHIHO
KOHI[a, TAKKe KaK M 3HAYHTEHABHBIX MONOXHTEIBHBIX PE3ylibTa-
TOB, HEOOXOUMBIX ISl TOTO, YTOOBI ONMPaBAATh MHBECTHIIHH BO-
€HHOH CHUIBL, JISHET H MOTePAHHbIC KIBHH. Takmm obpaszom, cy-
HIECTBYET TECHHACHIMSA, TOMBITAaThCA H c(HOPMHPOBATH IPENCTAB-
JIEHHE O TOM, 4TO 3anaj H ero COIO3HHKH C HeXKeJTaHHEeM CKJIOH:-
KOTCS B CTOPOHY BOSHHOTO BMEIIATEhLCTBRA.

Ilo »tuM mprramHaM Bompoc O Hekoeil 3anajHON MHTEPBEH-
1iu B CHPHIO CMECTIUICS OT CKIIOHHOCTH K TOMY, YTOOBI OCTaThCH
B CTOPOHE OT KOH(UIHKTA B 0060M (HH3HYECKOM CMEICHE, K 0CO-
3HAHMIO TOTO, YTO BMEIIATEILCTBO BEITVLIIHT BCe Oonee BEposaT-
HeM. He MBI IBIDKEMCA B CTOPOHY HHTEPBEHLIHH, 8 HHTCPBEHILIS,
6e3ycIoBHO, ABIDKETCS K HaM. J[Jist Tex, KTO JefaeT HONHTHKY Ha
3anage, npobiema GEICTPO pelracTcs caMma IIo cebe uepes Bopo-
CBl O HE/IX M Hauboliee MOAXOAAIIMX METONAX HHTEPBEHIUH.
JleHCTBHTENRHO, B HEKOTOPHIX Ba)KHBIX ACIEKTAaX 3anajgHas HH-
TEPBEHIHA y)Ke Hagasnack .

Tomy4daercs, 9To MaHTpa YK€ BRIOpaHa H YacTO HOBTOPACTCA,
Hutepeeniist BeIOpana Hac, — 3TO O3HAYaeT, 4To 3amaj He cTpe-
MHTICS CO3HATENHHO OBITh HEMOCPEACTBEHHO BOBJICYCHHBIM B TY
HJIH HHYIO (opMy BOSHHOI! uuTepBentmi. VHemMu croBamu, npo-
sBjeHHe Mr000H (HOpMEI 3aNaiHBIX HAIMOHANLHEIX HHTEPECOB B
Cupyu ¥ ycTpaseHue Acafa (B MPOTHBOIIONOKHOCTE MOXICPKH-
BAIOIMMCH KHTAHCKHM M PYCCKUM HALHOHAJIBHBIM HHTEpEcaM B
OJIOKHPOBAHMH mmm[crcoro cuenapusa B Cupun B CoBere Bes-
omacuoct OOH®) OIKHBI OTCYTCTBOBATH, H BMECTO HHX TIOSIB-
JIAETCA OTBETCTBCHHBIH, OCCKOPBHICTHHIH B CBOMX HCHCTBISIX
TPaXAAHUH MHpa. OTO MONHas Yyllb, KOTOpas MOXeT ObITh
651cTpOo OOHApYXEHA B OTXO/E OT IIHPOKOH HACH O TOM, ObITh JIH
HaNpAMYO BOBICYCHHBIM WIH HET, K 6oJiee KOHKPETHBIM BOMPO-
caM TOYHOI'O XapaKTepa IUTaHHPYEMOH HHTEPBCHIIHH.

CMU, ocBemarormue MeXAyHapoAHble KOHQIHKTEI, HECYT B
cebe HEIBHO BhIpaXKEHHE CYOBEKTHBHBIC CYXKICHHA O TOM,
CTpaBeNNHBO I HECTIPABEATHBO NPHMEHEHHE BOSHHOM CHIIBL
370 IpoABNAETCA B UCIIONB30BaHUH SIPIILIKOB M CYOBEKTHBHBIX
OIHCaHMi, KOTOpEIE, B CBOIO 0YEPEb, MOTYT OBITH MpeNcTaBie-
HBI OIIHCAHUAMH JKEPTB H HNPECTYIHHKOB, 3aKOHHBIX U HPECTYII-
HEIX aKTOB BOWHEI, KOTOPBIE OCBEIHAIOTCH B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT
mo3uuMu apropoB crated. Ha ognom momoce — nefictBus mo
BBIBAGHHIO «IUIOXOrO TMApHA», INpeJHa3sHaueHHBIE UL TOTO,
4yto0B! BBI3BATH BO3MymleHue. Ha npyrom rosoce — AeiicTBi,
TIPENIMPHHATHEIE «XOPOIIUM IIAPHEMY», OIPaBIBIBAIOTCS, PALlHO-
HAMMBHPYIOTCA B H300paxaioTcs Kak 3akoHHble . CymiecTByer
MHOXECTBO CTaTeH, B KOTOPEIX 3BYYHT NMPH3LIB K Coe AMHEHHBIM
Iitatam U HX COIO3HHKAM IIPHHATH YIacTHE B IPSIMbIX BOCHHBIX
ZeHCTBHAX MpoTHB Acafa, Kak 3To 6sino coemano nporus Kap-
nacdu B Jlusun. Morusaet CIIIA mpexcraBisercs Kak TyMaHH-
cTHuecKas: cofieiictBre cBOOOAE M HEMOKpaTHH. AKTYaJbHOCTB
TI0100HOT0 YJacTHA YacTo NPEACTABIACTCI KaK Heo0XO[MHMOCTh
JUTA NIpeIOTRpaieHus Oonpiiel yeoBedeckoii Tpareuu, XoTs B
TaKHX CTaThsxX Mano obocHOBaHmil Uit momoOHoOro Imara, a
TOIBKO CTOBA 0 MHpe’.

Cremyromas cTaThs, BRIpaXaOMas TaKoe JKe MHeHHe B New
York Times, Hanicana B TOM e JyXe H MPH3bIBAET K arpeccHB-
HOMY BOCHHOMY MOAXORY K «pa3peLieHuon kpusuca. «Hacrano

! Clarke M, (Introduction), Syria Crisis Briefing: A Collision Course for Intervention. Royal United Services Institute (RUSI). P. 2.
URL: http://www.rusi.crg/downloads/assets/SyriaBriefing.pdf. 25 July 2012
* Sen AX. Russia, China Veto UN Resolution on Syria, More Than 250 Killed in Homs, The ‘Washington Times. URL: http7//www.washington-
tunes corm/news/2012/feb/4/assad-forces-commit-massacre-syrian-city/ ?page=all, 4 February 2012 (accessed 14 February 2013)

? Editors. Legitimising Violence in Reporting on International Conflict. News Unspun. URL: http//www.newsunspun.org/article/ legitimis-
mg—vmlence—m—repomng-on—mtemanonal-conﬂlct, 4 February 2013 (accessed 4 February 2013)

* Shaikh S. Preventing a Syrian Civil War. The New York Times. URL: http://travel.nytimes.com/201 1/10/13/opinion/preventing-a-
syrian-civil-war.html, 12 October 2011 (accessed 13 February 2013)
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of the opinion articles, only the words of the piece.

Another opinion article in the New York Times
follows a similar vein, and is calling for an aggres-
sive military approach to ‘solving’ the crisis. “It is
time to alter the Syrian balance of power enough to
give political compromise a chance and Assad no
option but departure. That means an aggressive
program to train and arm the Free Syrian Army. It
also means McCain’s call to use U.S. cruise mis-
siles to destroy Assad s aircraft on the runway is
daily more persuasive” !, There seems to be little or
no reflection on the issues of legality and conse-
quences of such actions, only the presumption that
such actions are completely just.

Predictions have been circulating about the US
eventually becoming involved directly in the armed
conflict. For instance, the former lead State Depart-
ment diplomat on Syria, Fredrik Hof, made such a
prediction at a public event in Washington DC re-
cently. “One way or the other, the United States is
going to be sucked into this.” This statement clearly
implies that direct involvement in the armed conflict
would not be a conscious decision, but a matter of
time and fate. However, other reports would seem to
cast doubt upon the notion of the US as slowly and
unconsciously drifting towards conflict. With echoes
of the Libya campaign, General Dempsey told the
Senate Armed Services Committee that “we have
locked at a number of [military] options that could
be involved here” in order to halt the killings of un-
armed protesters by the Syrian security forces.” This
reveals a number of significant inconsistencies in US
statements and actions. Firstly, they are not arming
insurgent forces, but only providing non-lethal aid.
Yet in the first You-tube video link provided in this
article, new American made weapons are clearly
visible. On top of this, provisional plans for invading
Syria have been drawn up. This has the effect of
making official US statements seem to be neither
consistent nor credible.

In addition to the US plans for intervention, the
United Nations seems to be in the process of prepar-
ing the way to creating contingency plans to send an
international military force in to Syria in the event of
the Syrian government’s collapse according to a
statement received from the UN Peacekeeping Chief
Herve Ladsous. The article stated that he [Ladsous]
confirmed that “the United Nations is drawing up
contingency plans to send a possible international
force to Syria if the government collapses, but the
UN peacekeeping chief gave no details.” However,
the practical ability for the UN to achieve this seems
to be unclear. For instance, the nature of the military
force and pledges of manpower, material and financ-
es by member states makes this proposition seem
like a very difficult task to achieve.

Conclusion

In spite of the historical legacy of the Fourth
Estate role played by Western journalism, there is

BpeMst, YTOOBI H3MEHUTH OastaHc ¢t B CHPHH 10 Takod CTeneHH,
4TOOBI JaTh OIHTHYECKOMY KOMIIPOMIICCY IIAHC, 1 Y Acaja HeT
BbIOOpa, KpOME Kak YHTH. D70 03Ha4aeT MPETBOPECHHE B JKI3Hb
SHEPTHYHOH MporpaMMsl o o0y4eHn0 1 Boopyxenuto Croboz-
Hoit Cupuiickol ApMun. 310 TakKe O3HaYaeT, 4TO NPU3BIE Mak-
Keiina Kk HCIONB30BaHMIO aMEPHKAHCKHX KPBUIATBIX PAKeT UL
YHHUTOXXEHHS BO3IYIIHBIX CHJI Acajfia Ha Bsnemo—nocazxmmon
TONIOCE ¢ KAKIBIM IHEM CTAHOBUTCS Gonee yoenuTenbHbmy»' . Kak
TPENICTARNIAETCS, B 3TOM HPEUTOXKEHNH COOEPXKHTCS Malo, Wid
BOODIIE OTCYICTBYET OTP@XEHHE BOIPOCOB 32KOHHOCTH H MO-
CHEACTBHI MpeAnaracMbx eHCTBHIL, a TONBKO NpeJIonaraercs,
YTO TaKHe AeHCTBHSA O4EHB IIPOCTO OCYIIECTBHTb.

3amyIeHs! OpoTHO3EL 0 ToM, yTo CHIA, B KOHEUHOM HTOTE,
6yayT NpHHHUMATH HEMOCPEACTBEHHOE YYACTHE B BOOPYKCHHOM
koHpmkTe. Hanpumep, OpiBmmiil Beaymuii gumnomar locymap-
cTBenHoro aenapramenta no Cupun @penpuxk Xod nHemasHo
crenai Takoi NMporHo3 Ha MyOIMYHOM MEpOIPHITHH B BarHr-
ToHe: «Tax unu unave, Coegunennsie lltaTel 6ynyT BIAHYTHI-
MH B 3TO»". 3asdBiicHHE SBHO IOJPa3yMeBacT, YTO HeEnocpef-
CTBEHHOE Y4YacTHE B BOOPYKEHHOM KoH(]uKTe He Oyner oco-
3HAHHBIM PEMICHHEM, a CTaHeT BOHPOCOM BPEMEHH H CYIBOBL
Tem He MeHee, ApyrHe OOKTANbL, Ka3ajxocs OBI, CTABAT MOX CO-
MHEHHE npencTasieHue o ToM, uto CIIIA memieHHO M Heoco-
3HAHHO CMEMIAIOTCS B CTOpoHY KoH(mukra. OTroiockoM Jm-
BHUICKOH KaMIaHHMH CTaJ0 CKa3aHHOe reHepanoMm JlemmcH ko-
Muccun CeHaTa IO J{ejlaM BOOPYKEHHBIX CHJI O TOM, HTO «MBI
paccMOTpenH psx [BOCHHBIX] BapHAHTOB, KOTOPEIE MOTYT GBITH
3a[eHCTBOBAHBI 3/IeCh», YTOOB OCTAHOBHTH YOHIHCTBA O€30pyX-
HBIX JIEMOHCTPAHTOB CHPHICKHMH CHIaMH 6e30macHOCTH . JT0
BBIBOJUT HAa MOBEPXHOCTH s/l CYHIECTBEHHBIX NMPOTHBOPEUHi B
samienuax u jaefcreuax CLIA. Crayana ObUIO O3BYYEHO, YTO
OHH HE BOOPYXKAIOT MOBCTAHIIER, @ TONBKO OKA3BIBAKOT HOMOMIE,
HE CBA3AHHYIO C JeTanbHBIMH Hcxoldamu. TeMm He MeHee, B mep-
BoM Bujeo Ha You Tube, cchlUIka Ha KOTOpOE IIPHBOAUTCA B
5TOH CTaThe, HOBOE OPY)KHE AMEPHKAHCKOTO IPOH3BOJCTBA YeT-
ko BugHo. Boree Toro, nmpenBapHTeNbHBIE MTaHBl BTOPXKEHHS B
CHpHIO YK€ COCTaBIEHEL, JTO BbI3biBaeT 3QdexT HeRoBEpUs K
obnunansHeiM 3asBienusiM CIIA, Kotopeie, Kaxercs, HE co-
TIIACyIOTCA MEXIY COOOH 1 He BEISHLIBAIOT JOBEPHSL.

B nononnenue k mnanam CIIA o mrrepseniun OpraHu-
saius O6penunenspix Haipi, Kkaxercs, HAXOAUTCS B rpolecce
HOATOTOBKH ITYyTH K CO3JaHHIO [UIAHOB ISl OTIIPAaBKH MEX/(yHa-
pOOHBIX BOeHHBIX cuil B CHpPHIO B ClydYae Kpaxa CHPHICKOTO
IPAaBUTE/ILCTBA, B COOTBETCTBHH C 3asBJICHHEM, MIONYIEHHBIM OT
Jlancy Opse, rnassl nio noaaepxkanuio mupa OOH. B crartse
yTBepkAanocs, uro ‘Hajacy momTBepamn, dro- «OpraHu3arust
O6vepunennsix Hamuit paspabarsiBaeT IUaHBl A1 BO3MOXKHOI
OTNPaBKH MeXYHapOAHBIX cuil B CHPHIO, eCllH NPaBUTEIbCTBO
maneT, Ho rnasa MupotBopuecknx cui OOH He coobumn mo-
apoSHocTei»”’. OTHAKO He SCHO, CYIIECTBYIOT JIH BO3MOKHOCTH
s OOH ma nmpakTtuke gocruds 510i nenn. Hanpumep, xapak-
Tep BOGHHOH CWIBl H 00s3aTeNbCTBA OKA3aHHA TIOMOUIM IO/~
CKHMH, MaTEepHANbHBIMH U (DHHAHCOBBIMH pecypcaMH rocyaap-
CTBaMH-WICHAMH JIETAET 3TO NpeIIoKeHHe, KaK KaXeTcs, O4eHb
TPYHHOH U1 BBUIOTHCHHS 3aaueH.

3akmoyenne

Hecmorps na ucropudeckoe Hacneaue pomu Yerseproro Co-
CIIOBHSA, KOTOPYIO HMTpaeT 3alajiHas )XyPHAJHMCTHKA, CYHIECTBYeT
HEMHOIO, WIX BOBCE HET HUKAKHX JI0Ka3aTelbCTB (B CTATBAX, KO-

' Cohen R. Intervene in Syria. The New York Times. URL: http:/www.nytimes.com/2013/02/05/opinion/global/roger-cohen-
mtervene-m—syna html, 4 February 2013 (accessed 14 February 2013) :

% Sen AK. ExState Dept Official: US Will Get ‘Sucked In’ to Syria War. The Washington Times. URL: http://www.washingtontimes.com/
news/2013/feb/8/ex—state—dept—ofﬁmal-us—wﬂl—vet-sucked-syna-wa/ 8 February 2013 (accessed 11 February 2013)

* Wong K. US Prepares Basic Plans to Attack Syria. The Washington Times. URL: hitp://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/mar/7/us-
g)repares-bas1c-plans—attack—syna/7page—-all 7 March 2012 (accessed 13 February 2013)

Staff Writers. UN Sending Chemical Weapons Kits to Syria Monitors, Space Wars (AFP). URL: http//www.spacewar.com/reports/
UN_sending_chemical_weapons_kits_to Syria_monitors_999.html, 17 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)
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little to no evidence (among the articles that have
been scrutinised in this article) of the mass media
playing an independent or critical role in analysing
the war in Syria. Articles appearing in the mass
media tend to agree with and develop the narra-
tives and argumentation advanced by Western
politicians and others that have a definite set of
narrow interests in Syria and the attempted act of
regime change.

Contemporary wars are composed of two ele-
ments that exist simultaneously, the physical fighting
that is present on the battlefield and the information
war that is directed to combatants and non-
combatants alike. The physical fighting aspect is ex-
perienced and the effects of the information war are
perceived by those that are exposed to these elements.
An important aspect to information war to consider is
that perception often trumpets reality when it comes
to shaping and influencing opinion. What is perceived
may not necessarily be true in the real sense, but it is
what a target audience is likely to react to.

Simplistic narratives have been orchestrated by
politics and perpetuated in the mass media. The way
in which the ‘reality’ is constructed leaves no room
for middle ground or compromise. Assad is personi-
fied as being the picture of evil and brutality, willing
to slaughter his own people for private gain (staying
in power). The insurgent and terrorist forces that are
aligned against him are pictured as fighting for Syr-
ia, democratic and an inclusive force for good, and
Syria’s bright future post-Assad. When this depic-
tion is subjected to critical analysis, the fagade soon
crumbles, and reveals that a lot of information that
contradicts this image is excluded from the news.
This adheres to Philip Taylor’s principle that if one
is to tell a lie, it is best to leave information out ra-
ther than tell a deliberate lie.

In order to shape and harness the power of pub-
lic opinion in order to realise pre-determined policy
there must be some sort of basis to generate and
influence a target audience. In this regard, the use
of a very specific system of rhetoric, descriptions
and labels are used to shape public perception of
the conflict. Rhetoric used in reporting varies de-
pending on who the subject of the reporting is at the
time. When describing and reporting on the actions
of Assad and those allied to him there is a distinct
tendency to use pathos, in order to try and illicit an
emotional response from the media consumer. The
desired response, given the nature of the labelling
and descriptions falls among the negative emotions
(loathing, hate, anger ... etc.). The actions of the
insurgents, US and its allies are hedged in logos.
Their actions, no matter how reprehensible are ex-
plained and justified in a calm and logical fashion.

There has been a call and an attempt to gener-
ate the demand for direct foreign military inter-
vention by the West in Syria. Two broad avenues
have been used. The first is to try and justify the
demand and need to protect Syrian civilians
against the Assad regime. That is the West is en-
gaging in an act of an unselfish and a good global
citizen that is enacting its R2P. A second means is
the attempt to portray Syria as a threat to neigh-
bouring countries and even the West, and there-
fore there is a sense of urgency to stop this from
happening. The stories concerning WMDs illus-
trate this particular attempt well.

~ CMCTEMA KOOPAMHAT

TOpPBIE PaCCMATPHBATIHCE B 3TOH paboTe) Toro, 9To CpeACTBa Mac-
coBOH HH(OPMaIUK IPEICTABITIOT HE3aBHCHMYIO, WIH KPHTHYE-
CKYIO HO3HIMIO B aHamimse BoiHb B Chpun. CTaTsl, HOSBIAONH-
€csi B CPEACTBaX MaccoBoil mMHGbOpMAIWH, MMEIOT TeHICHLHIO
COTJIAIATECA € Pa3sBEPHYTHIMH IIOBECTBOBAHMSAMH H apryMeHTa-
Iueil, IpenaracMbIME 3alaJHBIMH HOJUTHKAMH H TEMH OPYTH-
MH, KTO MMEeT OnpellesieHHbIH Habop cOOCTBEHHBIX Y3KMX HMHTE-
pecos B CHPHH H IIBITAETCH JIOCTHYD CMEHBI POKHMA.

CoBpeMeHHBIe BOHHBI COCTOAT M3 I[BYX DJIEMEHTOB, KOTOPBIC
CYIIECTBYIOT OFHOBPEMEHHO: (H3HUecKoil OOprObI, KOTOpas mpo-
ABIIAETCA Ha 11one 6051 H HHPOPMAITHOHHO# BOHHEI, HarmpasleHHOH
Ha KOMOATAHTOB M HEKOMOATAHTOB, COOTBETCTBEHHO. PH3HYECKHI
aceKT OOeBBIX NEHCTBHIH MOCTHTAETCS OMBITOM, a 3(QPeKTs oOT
HHOPMAIOHHOH BOHHBI BOCIPHHIMAIOTCA TEMH, KTO IIOABEpIa-
ercs ee BO3MeHCTBHIO. BaskHBIM acIeKTOM HH(OPMAIMOHHOH
BOHHEI, KOTOPBIH HEOOXOMMMO VUHTHIBATD, SBJLIETCS TO, YTO BOC-
NpHATHE 4aCTO BO3BEINAET peansHOCTh, KOIfa 3T Kacaerces dop-
MHpPOBaH¥A MHEHHS i BIMAHIA HA HeTo. T0, 4TO BOCIPUHIMACTCH,
He 00s13aTe/lbHO MOXKeT ObITH BEPHO B MPSIMOM CMEICIIE CIIOBA, HO
3TO TO, Ha YTO IeIeBas ayTHTOPHS, CKOPEE BCEro, OTPEarupyer.

VrporeHHbIe OImICaHHs COOBITHI OPTaHU3YIOTCS OJITHKAMH
H YBEKOBEYHBAIOTCA B CPEACTRax MaccoBoil mudopmaumu. To, kak
BBICTPOCHA «PEasIbHOCTB», HE OCTABJLIET MECTa I 30JI0TOH cepe-
JHHE] HUIM KOMITpoMECca. Acall ONHIIETBOPACTCA CO 370M H MKECTO-
KOCTBIO Kax YE/OBEK, KOTOPBIH TOTOB YOMBAaTh CBOH Hapoj pamu
JIMYHOH BBITOABI (Ur0o0bl OCTAThCA Y BracTH). IloBCTaHUCCKHE H
TEPPOPHUCTHUECKHE CHIEL, KOTOPHIE BBICTYHAIOT IPOTHB HETO,
m300paxaroTcs Kak cuiibl, Goprorniuecs 3a CHPHIO, KaK AEMOKPATH-
yeckHe CHIBI Jo0pa, Ooprommecs 3a cBemioe 6yayiee moct-
Acagosckoit Cuprn. Korfia 5Ta kapTHHA TONBEPraercs KpPHTHUE-
CKOMY aHamu3y, TO ee (acax OBICIPO pas3pyiliaercs U 3a HHUM OI-
KPBIBACTCA TO, YTO MHOTO HHQOPMAIMH, IPOTHBOpEYALIeH 3ToMy
TEHICHIHO3HOMY H300paKeHHIO, [IPOCTO HCKITIOUEHO H3 HOBOCTEH.
3to coorBercTByeT npuHIMNY ©unnmma Tefiopa, CyTs KoTOporo
3aKIOYAETCSA B TOM, HTO €CHIH KTO-TO X0YET COMNTraTh, TO JIyYIle He
TOBOPHTE 3aBEJOMYIO JIOXKb, 2 TIPOCTO CKPHITh JaCcTh HH(OPMAIIHH.

Jns Toro, 4Tobpt chOpMHPOBATE H HCIIONB30BATH CHILY 00LIe-
CTBEHHOTO MHEHHS B LIEJIX PEATH3allHy 3apaHee ONpeleNeHHOH
MOMHTHKY, JOIDKHA CYIIECTBOBATh KAKAsA-TO OCHOBA [UIA BILHSHIL
Ha IENEBYI0 ayAHMTOPHIO. B CBM3M € 3THM HCIIONB3YETCS OYCHB
crieturieckas CHCTEMAa PHTOPHKY, OIMCAHHS M HABEIIHBaHIL
SIPABIKOB U (hDOpMHPOBaHNA OOINECTBEHHOrO BOCIPHATHS KOH-
¢mixra. PuTopika, Hcrions3yeMas B OCBELIEHHH COOBITHH, Bapbi-
pYeTcs B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOTO, KTQ SBIAETCA CyOHEKTOM TaKOTo
ocBeleHns B nanHoe Bpems. [Ipu omucanuu u ocserernn 8 CMU
JeHcTBHH Acajla H ero COIO3HHKOB CYIIECTBYET UeTKad TCHIACHITHA
K HCIONB30BaHHI0 radoca IA TOro, YTOOH! TIONBITATHCS JOCTHYh
TipefCTaBIeHNS ¥ noTpeburens HHGopMaIMu O TOM, YT0 I1H fel-
CTBHS HE33KOHHBI, M BBI3BATH HEIAaTHBHBI 3MONIMOHANBHEI OT-
WIHK. JKenaeMpilf OTKINK, YIHTBIBAs XapakTep SPIBIKOB H TEH-
JEHIHO3HBIX OIMCAHHI, TEPASTCS Cpe/ii OTPHIATENBHBIX MO
(oTBpammeHye, HEHABUCTD, THEB ... M T.1.). JefictBus noBCTAHIER,
CHIA 1 ux COI3HHKOB 3aMACKHPOBaHBI CloBaMH. MIX neficTsus,
KaKUMH OBl NIPelOCyAHUTCIEHBIME OHH HH OBUTH, OOBACHIIOTCT H
OIIPABJIBLIBAIOTCA B CHOKOHHOI 11 TOTHYHON MaHepe.

Jng mpuseiBa U IOMIBITKH CO3JAHHA CIIPOCa HA TPIMYIO
HHOCTpAHHYIO BOCHHYIO HHTepBeHLMIO 3amana B Cupuu Gputd
HCIIONB30BaHbl fIBa ITyTH. IlepBBIi 3aKkiiodaeTcs B MOMBITKE
ONpaBJaTh CIOPOC Ha HEOOXOZHMOCTH 3aLMMTHI CHPHICKOro
TPaXJaHCKOTO HAaCeNeHHs OT pekuMa Acajga. OTO 3HAYHT, 4TO
3amaj BOBJEKaeTCA B y4acTHE B MHTEPBEHIMH B POTH OecKo-
PBICTHOTO H ROOpPOHOPAOYHOrO TpakHaHWHA MUpPA, KOTOPBIH
IPHHUMaET Ha cebs OTBeTCTBEHHOCTH MO 3aiute, BropsiM crio-
coboM sBIsAeTCs HoOmbITKa M300pasuTh CHPHIO Kak Yrpo3y it
COCEAHHX CTpaH H Jaxe It 3amaja M TakuM odpa3oM co3math
OIIyIIeHHe HeOOXOXHMOCTH CPOYHO OCTAHOBHUTE €€, YTOOEI 3T0-
ro He cmy4unoch. PocckasHu 06 opyXHH MacCOBOTO YHHUTOXKeE-
HHs XOPOILIO HIIMIOCTPUPYIOT JAHHBIE MOIBITKH.
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The final point to make is the issue of ‘inevi-
tability’ that permeates Western media reporting.
That is Assad and his regime is finished, so there-
fore why support him anymore as it is a futile ex-
ercise. By painting an ‘end game’ scenario in Syr-
ia, the idea is twofold. It is firstly, to try and con-
vince Syrian supporters of Assad to give up re-
sistance and join the ‘new’ Syria. And secondly, to
influence those countries that have not shown
support for the insurgents to do so, to ensure that
they are not left in the cold. The fact that this ‘in-
evitability’ is taking so long to be realised and
against all predictions, drives the desire to get
more deeply involved in overthrowing Assad by
all means, including direct military intervention.
Like other branded revolutions in the past, the
Arab Spring is proving no different in terms of the
large scale instability in the wider region being
caused in the name of ‘democracy’ being ‘promot-
ed’ from foreign sources. This may be the final
inevitability and verdict of these revolutions.

U, Hakomel, cymiecTByeT mpobieMa «HEH30eXKHOCTH», KO-
TOpas IPOHH3BIBAET OCBelIcHHEe coObItuil 3anagHeIMH Cpel-
CTBaMH MaccOBOH HH(pOpMalHU: ¢ ACaJOM H ero peKHMOM Io-
KOHYEHO, Tak 3adeM K€ NPOJO/DKATh ero HOJNCPXKHBATH, BCE
paBHO 3T0 GecrionesHo. [lo crenaputo «Kowen urpsn» B CupHH,
upest 0 HeM3OeKHOCTH HpeclnenyeT ABE IEMH. JTO, BO-IIEPBEIX,
TIONBITKA YOSAUTh CHPHICKHX CTOPOHHHKOB Acaja OTKa3aThCs
OT COTIPOTHBIICHHS U NPUCOSAHHUTHCS K «HOBOW» CHpHH, H, BO-
BTOPHIX, TIOBJIITH HA T CTPaHB!, KOTOPHIC HE OKA3BIBAIOT MOJ-
JEPKKY ITOBCTaHLAM, CACNATh Tak, YTOOBI OHH HE OCTaJHCh B
cropore. @aKT, YTO 3Ta -«HEH30EKHOCTEY) 3aHHMAET CITHIIKOM
MHOIO BPEMEHH I CBOGH pealM3alliil H BOIPEKH BCEM IPO-
THO3aM YCHJIHBACT JKeNIaHUe NPUHATE G0Jiee aKTHBHOE YJacTHE B
cBepxeHHH Acajfia BCEME CPEICTBAaMH, B TOM YHCIIE IIyTeM IIps-
MOH BocHHOI HHTepBeHIMH. Kak K Apyrue ¢HpMeHHbIe peBo-
monuit B mpounioM, Apafckas BeCHA HHYEM HE OTIHYACTCH €
TOYKH 3PEHHS HaIHYIL OONBIINX MacIITaboB HeCTabDMIBHOCTH B
periioHe B IIENOM, HECTaOWIBHOCTH, CO3/AHHOMN BO HMS «IEMO-
KpaTHi», NpUIieflIed W3 HHOCTPAHHBIX HCTOYHHKOB H «CIO-
coOcTRYFOIICH)» CO3MAHMIO Takoil curyaruu. BEITh MOXeT, 3T0 —
OKOHYATENbHas HEH30SKHOCTD H IIPUTOBOP 3THX PEBONIOLMIL

IIepeBod ¢ anaautickozo
xandudama gputocogpekux nayx H.A. ByoBapo
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