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Abstract:  

This study deals with empirical collection and analysis regarding terrorist attacks in 

Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece and Spain during the Economic crisis and the effects of 

the economic crisis on certain types of terrorist groups. The aim of the study is to 

contribute empirically to the “root causes” debate within Terrorism studies. It also 

contributes by making certain adjustments to existing categorisation of terrorist groups. 

The research methods used are both quantitative and qualitative and the research 

strategy is of a hypothetical-deductive nature. Findings conclude that the Puritanical 

Anarchist  type of terrorism has seen an increase during the crisis, but only the Social 

Revolutionary  type shows a propensity for using the crisis as a reason behind attacks. 

The study contributes to the barren empirical and theoretical landscape within Root 

causes.  

Keywords:  Root causes, terrorist types, Economic crisis, Portugal, Ireland, Italy, 

Greece, Spain 
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1. Introduction 

Terrorism 

Terrorism as a tactic has been around for a long time, but the events of September 11
th

 hurled 

it into the spotlight to an unprecedented degree. As the “War on Terror” began, terrorism as 

an occurrence as well as a choice was debated, as something both objective which could be 

measured, and something subjective, which was difficult to define. As the United States 

grieved and the world sent its condolences, the eyes of the Western world quickly turned to 

the Middle East and the global network of jihadists known as Al-Qaeda. Henceforth, this was 

where the focus of military as well as civil campaigns and research would be. Historically, 

terrorism can be found in almost all corners of the globe, throughout time and its rise and fall 

vary greatly. The sect of the popularly known Assassins that emerged in the eleventh century 

and used terrorism tactics to a great extent, were eventually wiped out militarily by the 

Mongols in the thirteenth century (Laqueur 2008: 8). At the turn of the 20th century, the 

thought of a terrorist produced references to bomb-throwing anarchists hell bent on killing 

regents and other leaders across Europe and Russia. This so-called “propaganda by the deed” 

produced fears of an international anarchist conspiracy that in fact never existed (Laqueur 

2008:14). Best portraying this phenomenon is the 1908 fictional novel The Man Who Was 

Thursday: a Nightmare by Gilbert Keith Chesterton in which a Scotland Yard detective 

infiltrates the anarchist Central European Council only to find all of the other spots occupied 

by other Scotland Yard infiltrators.  

One of the main questions related to the problem known as terrorism is how to view it, which 

pertains to how you approach it, which ultimately pertains to how you counter it (if at all 

possible). It has been suggested that there are three ways in which one can view terrorism, 

none of them mutually exclusive. The first though is the analogy of an enemy combatant in 

warfare and suggests that military methods can be used to counter it, much like the Mongols 

did. The second is the criminal analogy which views the deed as a crime and hence it carries 

with it implications of reactive rather than proactive measures to some degree (barring 

infiltrators) as well as an indication of its never ending occurrence. The third analogy suggests 

that terrorism is a disease and has symptoms as well as causes to its outbreak (Lutz & Lutz in 

Collins 2010: 340). This last perspective, which is often referred to as “root causes of 

terrorism” has been debated to some extent in academia and elsewhere, with varying results. 

In this paper, root causes and some of its underlying theories will be used in the hope of 

gathering a better insight into why terrorism occurs.  



4 
 

Purpose and research questions 

The purpose of this study is to contribute empirically to the somewhat barren empirical and 

theoretical landscape in the root causes theory within Terrorism studies. It does this, by 

combining finds and ways of studying aspects of poverty in a way not previously undertaken 

in earlier research. In a larger concept, this will help research into why terrorism occurs, and 

possibly how to counter it.  

The research within “root causes” has been focused mainly on international terrorism and the 

social background of the terrorists themselves. Taking the “root cause” theory and combining 

it with finds about an economic downturn’s effect on terrorism in Southeast Asia and the 

notion about terrorists acting out of concern for their fellow human beings’ plight of poverty, 

produces a different condition for approaching the problem. As Europe was hit by the 

economic crisis, a radical economic downturn took place in the worst hit countries, sometimes 

referred to as PIIGS, namely Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece, and Spain. These would still be 

developed countries, yet affected by the downturn quite substantially. One aspect of the 

research done so far is different types of terrorist groups, their acts and the correlation 

between them and economic downturns. It is therefore prudent to include this variable into the 

research. Where so applicable, the study aims to contribute further by developing the 

categorisation of terrorist groups used in previous research. 

If economic downturns can produce an increase in terrorism by certain types of terrorist 

groups (dependent variables), this should be discernible to some degree by looking at 

occurrences of terrorism during an economic crisis (independent background variables). The 

economic crisis itself would be of a permissive structural factor in nature and not in itself the 

only causality behind the move towards terrorism. It is also, when approaching the qualitative 

part of the study, important to remember that it is not the economic crisis itself, rather the 

notion of poverty of resources that combines with poverty of prospects, choices and respect to 

help terrorism grow that O’Neill refers to that is the factors investigated in the statements by 

the terrorist groups (O’Neill 2002:9).  By looking at statements made by the groups, it should 

be discernible if the economic downturn and its effects on the population has been used as a 

direct reference for the acts committed, thus possible providing a more discernible correlation, 

as it combines with quantitative data finds.  

Hence, this thesis aims to contribute to the research on this root cause and its effect on 

terrorism in the Western European countries worst hit by the economic crisis of 2007/2008 by 
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gathering empirical data. The study is hypothetical-deductive in nature and the hypothesis is 

that effects of economic downturns can produce an increase in terrorist attacks by certain 

types of terrorist groups. 

The two research questions to be answered are therefore: 

- Is an increase in terrorism by certain types of groups in Portugal, Ireland, Italy, 

Greece, and Spain discernible during the economic crisis? 

- Is the poverty of resources that combines with poverty of prospects, choices and 

respect discernible as a reason behind terrorist acts committed in statements made by 

groups? 

In order to do this, the study will include quantitative methods to gather data on terrorism 

occurrences and the types of groups involved in these countries to find indications of 

increased activity. A categorisation of the terrorist groups will then be conducted according to 

certain criteria gathered from previous research in conjunction with certain adjustments made 

from qualitative analysis of the groups as needed. To better get a view of the causes behind 

the attacks, communiques and statements will then be examined qualitatively in order to 

obtain indications of the underlying factors. As such, it is a theory-driven and empirical study 

aimed to provide a better basis for understanding and analysing root causes, more specifically 

the correlation between some effects of economic downturns and terrorism occurrences by 

certain types of groups. 

Limitations 

Because of empirical reasons, the study will be limited to the time-period of 2008-04-02 to 

2011-12-31 and it is also limited to the five countries. These and further limitations are 

described and discussed in more detail throughout the different sections of the study. 

Disposition 

The first chapter gives an introduction while the second deals with the theoretical framework. 

The third chapter deals briefly with the economic crisis. The fourth regards methods and 

research design. In chapter five, the data and analysis is presented and the last chapter 

concerns conclusions and suggestions for further research. 

Definition of terrorism 

The label “terrorist” carries with it political implications and is rather controversial due to the 

lack of objectivity from organisations and individuals handing it out. As such it carries with it 
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methodological considerations for this paper as it has implications for what organisations can 

be categorised into this first compartment. Ranstorp points to the academic consequences 

which this lack of definition within academia and policy brings with it (Ranstorp in Ranstorp 

2007: 7). Nevertheless, it is a precondition that needs to be discussed and a stand taken if one 

is to move forward. A discussion of these choices, conditions and implications will be further 

listed in the chapter on method as well as in the concluding discussion below. 

2. Previous research and theoretical framework 

Root causes 

As it has been discarded altogether by some, and promoted by others, root causes is no 

different from other strands in terrorism studies in receiving critique. Quite the opposite in 

fact, for example, Newman addresses the somewhat hostile mood from terrorism scholars 

towards the theory of root causes, one objection being that there cannot be any legitimate 

causes or grievances that produce terrorism (Newman 2006: 751). Such attitudes however 

may risk overlooking a great deal of important factors necessary for countering terrorism. For 

such an important research field, this may prove cause for concern. How policymakers, 

scholars and society at large view terrorism will ultimately have a large effect on the security 

and the daily lives of states and people around the world. Ranstorp states that “A major failure 

has been the development of a body of knowledge that tries to explain the underlying root 

causes of terrorism” (Ranstorp in Ranstorp 2007: 8). This implies that the third perspective is 

somewhat wanting in methodology and empirics. One root cause often cited is that of poverty. 

As Von Hippel implies, a number of politicians, including George W. Bush have linked 

terrorism to poverty, yet there is lacking and even contradictory data supporting this 

hypothesis (Von Hippel 2002: 26).As Newman points out, the notion of “root causes” 

indicates that underlying social, economic, political, and demographic conditions affect 

terrorist activity (Newman 2006: 750). But what this details more precisely has only been 

researched to some extent. The above-mentioned categories are broad and somewhat 

hampering from a methodological standpoint. Factors that make up these broader causes can 

be said to include poverty, social inequality, exclusion, dispossession, political grievances, 

oppression and human rights abuse, population explosion as well as other demographical 

factors according to Newman. He then proposes that terrorism, both as an act and as an 

emergence of an organization is the dependent variable whereas the root causes constitute the 

background independent variables. Newman then breaks down the root causes further by 
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dividing them into permissive structural factors and direct underlying grievances. One of 

these permissive structural factors is poverty (Newman 2006: 751). It is O’Neill that clarifies 

this concept as poverty of resources that combines with poverty of prospects, choices and 

respect to help terrorism to grow (O’Neill 2002:9). Malecvková has researched this 

proposition and found it to be lacking in explanatory value by itself. Indeed, no indication of a 

propensity for terrorists to stem from a poor background that were disproportionate to the 

population as a whole was found in terrorist organizations in the Middle East. In fact 

Malecvková points to research that suggest that the opposite can be found in some instances 

(Malecvková in Bjørgo 2005: 35). However, as Malecvková points out, this is simply looking 

at the economic background of the terrorists themselves. This precludes the notion that 

terrorists act out of concern for their fellow human beings caught in poverty. As there is some 

indication of this, especially regarding American, Western European and Japanese terrorists, 

the available data is lacking in existence to prove or disprove such a clear indication as one 

would prefer (Malecvková in Bjørgo 2005: 36). Von Hippel as well, points to the lack of 

evidence in establishing a clear link between poverty and terrorism, yet she refers mostly to 

international terrorism and al-Qaeda as well as places of extreme poverty (Von Hippel in 

Ranstorp 2007: 96).  

In their work setting out an integrated framework for analysis of the risk for terrorism by 

radical groups, Post, Ruby and Shaw developed four categories containing 32 variables (Post, 

Ruby and Shaw 2002: 101). Concerning economic instability, the risks affecting a region is 

characterized by: rapid economic changes; high rates of unemployment or underemployment, 

especially among youths; a high degree of income disparity; economic recession or 

depression (Post, Ruby & Shaw 2002: 103). These indicators were then combined with 

different types of radical groups and the importance for each one, such as High, Medium and 

Low in affecting the move towards terrorism (Post, Ruby and Shaw 2002: 114).  Newman 

looked at the Human Development Index used by the United Nations Development Program 

in seeking correlations between frequency of terrorist incidents and absolute deprivation 

(Newman 2006: 756). The results produced are somewhat indicative of a correlation 

concerning ideological, ethno-nationalist and Islamist groups in developing countries, rather 

useless when looking at nationalists groups in developed societies and even less relevant 

when looking at ideological and nihilist groups in developed countries (Newman 2006: 770). 

If we instead look to the situation of economic downturns and the poverty it brings with it, 

Newman states that “sudden economic and social downturns have been associated with 
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patterns of extremism, for example in southeast Asia” (Newman 2006: 751 – 752). However, 

Newman refers to Rabasa (2003) in this statement, who actually points to the specificity of 

some trends and developments to Southeast Asia regarding deterioration of economic and 

social conditions and activities of political and religious extremists (Rabasa 2003: 11). As 

such the abovementioned statement from Newman might be pushing it a bit far in 2006. 

Newman’s findings produce no clear correlation, yet he sought out to expand the 

methodological approaches to root causes research, and calls for a continued development in 

this domain. However, the economic and social downturn that hit the world in 2007/2008 

could make this statement and its validity in the European region open to further research.  

Types of terrorist groups 

Crenshaw warns of the dangers in lumping together terrorist actors with different motivations, 

organisations, resources and contexts into general categories (Crenshaw 2000: 417). As it is 

closely associated with previous research and included in the research design of this thesis, a 

better understanding of this sort of classification is necessary. Newman (2006) does not 

clarify how the categorisation of groups in his research occurred, but Post, Ruby and Shaw 

provide a typology used in their research derived from A. Schmid and A. Yongman and 

augmented with a new category based on “new religions” such as Aum Shinrikyo (Post, Ruby 

and Shaw 2002: 111). The typology contains five principle types of radical groups; 

Nationalist-separatist terrorism (NS) sometimes referred to as ethno-nationalist terrorism, 

contains groups which seek to establish geographically separate political states based on 

homogeneity or ethnic dominance; Social revolutionary terrorism (SR) is associated with the 

groups on the political left seeking to bring about the destruction of the capitalist economic 

and social order. Anarchists are also included into this category; Right-wing terrorism (RW) 

includes groups longing for a return to a political order based largely on the different values 

of the populations ethnic composition; Religious fundamentalist terrorism (RF) include 

people of the book, Christian, Muslim, Sikh and Jewish groups seeking the promotion of their 

religion through terror; Nontraditional religious extremists groups (NR) are cult-like groups 

that struggle against perceived and demonized enemies (Post, Ruby and Shaw 2002: 111-

112). To counter the problems that Crenshaw points to, this study will use the above 

categorisation as a base but, where so applicable, will make necessary adjustments depending 

on what discoveries are made during its course. 
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3. Background on the economic crisis 

The crisis started as an acute liquidity shortage among financial institutions as they 

experienced harder market conditions for rolling over their (typically short- term) debt. 

Concerns over the solvency of financial institutions increased, but a systemic collapse was not 

deemed to be likely. When US investment bank Lehman Brothers defaulted in September 

2008 this changed rapidly. As confidence collapsed, investors liquidated their positions on a 

massive scale and stock markets went down in flames. The European Union economy entered 

the steepest downturn since the 1930s. The cross-border spread of the crisis was extremely 

fast due to tight connections within the financial system itself as well as the strongly 

integrated supply chains in global product markets (Economic Crisis in Europe).  

4. Method 

This section explains how methods relate to the theoretical framework through the research 

design and taking into consideration the limitations placed on the study regarding data, theory, 

and time. Often in science, one speaks of inductive or deductive design. Inductive design has 

its problems and limitations when trying to gain theoretical knowledge and deduction has its 

own pitfalls. When gathering empirical knowledge, which is the stated aim of this study, a 

hypothetical-deductive study has been judged to be the best option. A hypothetical-deductive 

study starts with a hypothesis that states that certain discernible empirical observations can be 

made, in this case that the effects of an economic downturn can produce an increase in 

terrorism by certain groups. After this process has been undertaken, one follows up by an 

empirical investigation to see if these consequences are true. Simply put, empirical knowledge 

is produced by a combination of induction and deduction (Teorell & Svensson 2007: 49-51).  

Case selection and its relationship with the research design 

The study is limited in a number of ways. First of all, not all of the Euro countries are used for 

collecting data on terrorism. This is due in part to the limitations in time and space associated 

with this study, but also because the selected countries present the best opportunity for finding 

terrorist empirics related to an economic crisis as the countries have been the ones hit worst in 

Europe by the economic crisis and as such present the most valid cases for the study. As Post, 

Ruby and Shaw points out, the risks affecting a region for terrorism is characterized by rapid 

economic changes, high rates of unemployment or underemployment, especially among 

youths a high degree of income disparity, and finally, economic recession or depression (Post, 

Ruby & Shaw 2002: 103). Furthermore, the study does not aim to gather empirics on root 
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causes’ other factors but singles out the economic factors and types of terrorism. In qualitative 

research within political science, in-depth analysis of a few selected cases or examples is 

often the preferred way to go when researchers seek a better understanding of their subjects. 

Such studies then often set out to explain outcomes in individual cases and often work 

backwards from a discernible event. These types of observations are sometimes referred to as 

“causes-of-effects” approaches (Vromen in Marsh & Stoker 2010: 255). 

In other studies, especially quantitative ones, selecting cases that come with a plethora of 

background variations is often the most legitimate way to approach the data collection. This 

approach is sometimes referred to as “effects-of-causes” and seeks to estimate an average 

effect of one or more causes on a larger number of cases (Vromen in Marsh & Stoker 2010: 

255). However, when the study is concerned with a form of event that only takes place 

occasionally such as a social revolution, or in this case, an economic crisis, a more thorough 

statistic design has its limitations, as one risks running out of cases when checking for other 

factors that could possibly have an effect (Esaiasson et al 2012: 101). For further research this 

is relevant if one uses foresight as the ambition of this study is neither to test a theory outright 

nor create a new one, but rather to gather empirics related to an already existing theory by 

applying sections of the root causes theory on new material and with a different focus. The 

purely statistic design has not been judged to be preferable as a stand-alone method as the 

barren nature of the root causes empirics is what the study aims to make a dent into. In this 

case, the consequences of an economic downturn and its effects on certain types of terrorist 

groups. An inductive research strategy, dealing in general statements that pertain to events of 

a particular kind at all times and places is useful to some extent when looking at the first 

question of the study (Blaikie 2011: 57). However, when those results are gathered, the study 

will have events in itself, namely types of groups performing attacks during the economic 

crisis. It then looks at statements made by these groups to see if the effects it has had on 

fellow human beings is used a motivation for the attacks. It then becomes deductive in nature, 

as it concerns itself with singular statements at a particular time and place (Ibid). Of particular 

interest is if not only certain types of groups and their statements, but the types of groups that 

show an increase. As such, the usage of similar cases with different independent variables to 

control causality is not preferable as the independent variable is essential for the theory-driven 

study and only occurs occasionally (Esaiasson 2012: 71).  
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The so called PIIGS
1
 is a term sometimes used as a derogative term. The countries include 

Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece and Spain. Sometimes Ireland and Italy have been used 

solitary as the “I” in the grouping, and then the term has been known only as PIGS. As they 

have been the countries hit worst by the economic crisis and top the list of debt to GDP and 

unemployment numbers, their relevance in the case selection when focusing on the 

independent variable should be high (Investopedia).  

Data selection 

The Global Terrorism Database (GTD): 

The GTD contains information regarding over 113 000 terrorist attacks and as such is 

currently the most comprehensive database on terrorist events in the world, barring classified 

databases. It is supervised by a panel of 12 terrorism research experts and is a product of The 

National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), which 

is a Center of Excellence of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security located at the 

University of Maryland. The database contains information on 52 000 bombings, 14 400 

assassinations and 5 600 kidnappings since 1970. On every incident there is information on 

the date and location, weapons used,  nature of the target, number of casualties, and highly 

relevant for this study, group or individual responsible when available. There are 45 variables 

on each case in general, with more recent incidents including 120 variables. The data is 

collected from 4 000 000 news articles (START: GTD Overview). 

There is a problem with the data collected in this, the most inclusive of terrorism databases, 

used by Lutz & Lutz among others to collect data for research (Lutz & Lutz in Collins 2010). 

Although the database itself is quite comprehensive, it has undergone changes in its collection 

and methodological processes at various points during the last years that have changed the 

quality and above all quantity of collected data. Data collection to the GTD was done as 

events occurred up to 1997. It was then done retrospectively between 1998 and 2007, and 

again concurrently with the events after 2008. As media sources have since become 

unavailable, efforts to collect a complete census of terrorist attacks between 1998 and 2007 

have been somewhat hampered. Moreover, since the spring of 2012, significant improvements 

to the methodology that is used to compile the database have been made by START staff 

members (START: GTD FAQ).  

                                                           
1
 It is not the intention of this study to use the term as a derogative. It is simply an expedient way of referring 

to the countries that has caught on during the crisis. The author wishes to apologise to anyone who takes 
offense.  
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Thus the GTD staff notes that:  

“…differences in levels of attacks before and after January 1, 1998, before and 

after April 1, 2008, and before and after January 1, 2012 may be at least 

partially explained by differences in data collection; and researchers should 

adjust for these differences when modeling (sic) the data.” (Ibid). 

This presents the study with a challenge in that the relevant years may have data attached that 

cannot adequately provide a certain picture of eventual increases during a larger timespan. For 

example, as the date April 1
st
 2008 is a point as well as January 2012, any data collected 

beyond these years will not correctly correspond with the data during this time period. As 

such the study is somewhat limited in relevant time span. Yet, as the crisis hit full on in 2009, 

data regarding a full year before and more than two and a half after are available when 

answering the first and second research question. As the emergence of new terrorist groups 

should be discernible by looking at this set of data and information from earlier years as well 

as information regarding the group from other official sources, the study of the second 

question should not suffer mortally regarding its validity.  

Methodological definitions of terrorism 

Lutz & Lutz, which have used the GTD in their research, as mentioned above, have set out a 

working definition with a, according to them, relative neutrality that included six major 

elements: “…(1) the use of violence or threat of violence (2) by an organized group (3) to 

achieve political objectives. The violence (4) is directed against a target audience that extends 

beyond the immediate victims, who are often innocent civilians. Further (5), while a 

government can be either the perpetrator of violence or the target, it is considered an act of 

terrorism only if one or both actors is not a government. Finally, (6) terrorism is a weapon of 

the weak” (Lutz &Lutz 2005:7).  

Newman used a combined list of the U.S. state department “Foreign Terrorist Organizations” 

and the European Union list of designated terrorist entities within the European Union as well 

as worldwide in his research (Newman 2006: 760). 

For this study, the definitions that are used all stem from the GTD. This is done because the 

database is constructed in such a way that different search criteria relating to definitions of 

terrorism is used in the initial collection. Data files containing raw data are then downloaded 

from the website as this is a requirement from START for researchers using the database. In 
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order to use the criteria this information regarding relevant incidents is then cross-referenced 

with the original list of incidents. 

The search criteria regarding definitions of terrorism from the GTD is mainly in the form of 

three questions that can be selected or de-selected:  

1. “The act must be aimed at attaining a political, economic, religious, or social goal.” 

(START: GTD Search Criteria). 

2. “There must be evidence of an intention to coerce, intimidate, or convey some other 

message to a larger audience (or audiences) than the immediate victims.” (Ibid). 

 3. “The action must be outside the context of legitimate warfare activities, i.e. the act must be 

outside the parameters permitted by international humanitarian law (particularly the 

admonition against deliberately targeting civilians or non-combatants).” (Ibid). 

In addition it is also possible to include or exclude incidents in which there is an uncertainty 

of whether or not all of the criteria are met, so called ambiguous cases. It is also possible to 

include or exclude unsuccessful attacks (Ibid). 

In this study, all of the three criteria have been chosen as a working definition of terrorism. 

Ambiguous cases have not been selected but unsuccessful attacks have. This means that 

certain criteria used by Lutz & Lutz for example are not applicable, such as terrorism being 

the weapon of the “weak” or the use of threats. Whether or not terrorist threats, such as calling 

in bomb threat should be included is debatable, but for this study it falls outside the realm as 

such information is not readily available not to mention rather difficult to verify on a working 

scale. 

Material selection 

When it comes to categorising the groups, difficulties arise as particularly, Greeks groups are 

notorious for carrying out attacks, discarding their monikers, and re-emerging under different 

names (GTD TOPS Anarchist collective). It is beneficial to the study that some groups seem 

to relish in the opportunity to describe their organisational structures, alliances and other 

inter-organisational relationships. The GTD presents some insights by offering a Terrorism 

Organizational Profile database (GTD TOPS).The collection to this database took place 

between 2004 through 2008, ending on March 31, 2008. The study dives into attacks taking 

place two days after the cessation of that project. As such, it is somewhat less than optimal. 
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There are however several forums where communiques and statements as well as ideological 

“think-pieces” are presented. Some of these forums cease to exist after government raids 

apprehend the people responsible for publications and some continue to publish a plethora of 

texts. One has to approach these forums with a critical eye, but in most cases there is an 

ongoing correspondence taking place with incarcerated members of various organisations 

who continue to voice opinions on attacks and ideological frameworks. Cross-referencing this 

with public statements and police arrests as well as responses from other terror groups assures 

that sources are legitimately represented. A possible problem posed by this is if several groups 

take claim for the same attack, which they sometimes do. During this study, this has however 

not been a problem regarding the available data and material. On the whole, it goes without 

saying that material selection within security studies, and terrorism studies being no 

exception, is inherently difficult due to the murky surroundings and shadowy circumstances 

that envelop both the terrorist groups and counter-terrorist organisations. That this has an 

effect on this study as well is natural and is to be expected. However, the chosen material has 

been deemed the best available concerning the limitations imposed on the study. It is possible 

that other data and material will become available in the future as further information is made 

available through investigations and declassification of events and documents. 

Quantitative method 

Quantitative researchers sometimes receive critique from their more qualitatively inclined 

counterparts. In part this is because convention requires them not to elaborate on the 

interpretive aspects of their work, obscuring the process and making it a requirement for the 

reader of the article to have a firm knowledge of the technique used if one is to make sense of 

it. Preferring to charge into studies on the hunt for large numbers so that one can comfortably 

claim that it is not a random occurrence, their aim is to generalize.  Sometimes this is done 

using large-scale surveys with standardized questions, and this can draw raised eyebrows 

from more qualitatively poised researchers who infer the behavioural and attitudinal nature of 

the measured subjects and that it hence ignores social and political contexts (John in Marsh & 

Stoker 2010: 268-269). This study aims to use a quantitative collection to gather the groups 

sought after in the answer to the first research question. As has been mentioned above, the 

particular circumstances regarding the theory and its demands on the independent variable as 

well as its rather scarce occurrence and the limits posed on the data collection available all 

pose its limitations on the usability of the quantitative approach and opens it up to critique. 

However, perfect sets of data rarely exist. Data gets corrupted and disappears and 
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methodological changes to large collections, such as the GTD impact the validity and 

reliability of its extended usage. Collection then requires attention to not only practical issues 

but also to what the best data for the study may be (John in Marsh & Stoker 2010: 270-271). 

To put it simply, one must adjust one’s sails.  

Explaining terms are referred to as independent variables and that which is being explained is 

referred to as dependent variables. One of the basic ways of finding how variables are 

associated with one another is tables or cross-tabulations. These tables depict how the values 

or categories of one variable are expressed as the categories of another variable. The tables 

are usually labelled by the independent and dependent variables in either rows or columns, 

allowing the researcher or reader an overview of the results (John in Marsh & Stoker 2010: 

271-273). It is the hope of this study that the use of this basic method as a first launching 

point and an operationalization that is as clear-cut as possible will improve the validity as well 

as the reliability of the results. 

Qualitative methods 

Ideological analysis 

Bergström & Boréus point to the concept of ideologies leading to action. In some cases, 

ideologies can be seen in patterns of action, and there are examples of such studies being 

made (Bergström & Boréus in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 152). However, this study seeks to 

categorize types of terrorist groups and although studies concerned with types of targets 

related to different groups and their goals have been made, they are not seen as the optimal 

approach to this part of the study (Lutz & Lutz 2008: 35). Ideological analysis can sometimes 

be seen as ideological criticism, especially when the subject is connected to repression, that is 

however not the intended use for the analysis in this context. Rather, the collective 

expressions of a group or party can be connected to their imagined world, which reflect the 

social conditions under which the members exist. If ideas expressed are seen as beneficial for 

the group, the ideology will reflect a conflict of interests related to social practices that has 

taken place in its surroundings (Bergström & Boréus in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 153). The 

ideological analysis will not surprisingly then be used to categorize the terrorist groups into 

types. 

Argument analysis 

The purpose of an argument analysis is to find the arguments in a text (much like expressions 

of ideas and ideologies in those types of analysis), such as in debates, newspaper columns, or 
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party programs (Bergström & Boréus in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 91). Within this type of 

analysis, Toulmin has developed an approach that includes somewhat of a forceful logical 

relation as the foundation in argumentation.  Although the notion of viewing arguments as 

logical conclusions is somewhat naïve and hides the complexity of some the expressions one 

can find within them. In Toulmin’s approach, there are several parts that constitute an 

argument. The first part is the claim, which essentially is any statement that answers the 

question “what does the sender want the receiver to agree on?”. Data in this context refers to 

“facts” that will help build the claim. Warrants are the links, or bridges that connect these 

two, within certain limits. They are not always stated blatantly and sometimes they are only 

implicit. Sometimes, these need support as well, referred to as backing (Bergström & Boréus 

in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 108-109). The argument analysis has been chosen because it is 

logical to expect statements from terrorist groups to contain a rather high degree of 

argumentation as they seek to justify their actions. It is likely that the discernible statements 

about poor prospects for their fellow beings that the study aims to find in this part of the study 

will take the form of a warrants or a backing as it is a connection between attacks against 

targets and the reasons for doing this which might be stated in a way which is more directly 

challenging of the State’s (or other target’s) illegitimacy. However, evidence of the sought 

after statements will all be expected to be found in the form of all of the four building parts, 

so as not to miss anything essential.  

Linguistic textual analysis  

Sometimes it is necessary to find messages that are not blatantly expressed or implicit in order 

to ascertain that a textual analysis does not miss vital parts of the material. Linguistic textual 

analysis is somewhat of an umbrella term, and part of its composition is the metaphor 

analysis, which seeks to find the meaning of portions of the text that are refer to something in 

a way which is not obvious when studying the text in a literal way (Boréus & Bergström in 

Bergström & Boréus 2010: 263). Metaphors can be seen as more than an esthetical way of 

expressing a thought. They are tools that we use, consciously and subconsciously in order to 

understand the world around us. Our system of understanding, which effects how we think 

and act, is metaphorical in nature. Hence, they are more than shallow parts of speech as they 

provide an indication of how we view the world around us in a linguistic community (Boréus 

& Bergström in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 265). This analysis is used simultaneously as the 

argument analysis to make sure that statements that may not be put down in a blatant way are 

caught in the analytical net nonetheless. 
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Terrorism studies in general has been accused of being a field in which there is an 

overemphasis on events, an inclination towards a descriptive nature, a dependency on weak 

research methods and an ability to focus almost solely on particular groups, namely the ones 

receiving the most attention in the media (Dolnik in Dolnik 2013: 2). By taking a different 

approach to both the theory and methodological aspects of root causes as well as steering 

away from a preconceived notion that Islamic terrorism constitutes the main problem and is 

the type deserving most attention, the study aims to contribute in part to an altercation of the 

ability of the field to receive such attacks. As part of this approach, the study will be looking 

at all types of groups, even the ones that do not show an increase in attacks. 

With a critical eye towards chosen methods and sources 

It should be mentioned that the methods described above have possible replacements in some 

cases. Purely quantitative methods used uniquely have been disregarded they have their 

limitations for their study. When it comes to the qualitative aspects of methodology, there are 

other parts of textual analysis similar in some ways to the ones stated above that could 

produce results as well. Due to the reasons stated under each method as well as the nature of 

the material, the ones chosen seem to be the most optimal for this study. One could however 

inflict that the statements could be served by motivational analyses or even ones concerning a 

deeper motive. As we are dealing with groups, however, that sort of analysis is deemed 

limited when not concerning a single decision maker, as is analysis dealing with group-

processes as the subjects inhabit a rather murky and shadowy world. There are examples 

however of how group-processes occurs within these organisations, yet to analyse that type of 

process one really needs to be a fly on the wall on every particular instance. A way to counter 

these problems could possibly be field research. In particular interviews with terrorists 

themselves can give a deeper insight as the researcher then has the ability to ask questions in 

selected ways and settings that may not be the way that government officials and media 

chooses to (Dolnik in Dolnik 2013: 4). This would counter the predominant dependence on 

secondary sources that terrorism research struggles with. Secondary sources can sometimes be 

incorrect on vital details due to mistakes conducted during collection and analysis (Dolnik in 

Dolnik 2013: 3). Another aspect of this is the reliance on government perspectives and 

information. Dolnik compares the research being done on effective counterterrorism measures 

by government funded projects to lung cancer research being sponsored by tobacco 

companies (Ibid). Furthermore, as terrorism and counterterrorism inherently brings with it an 

emotional aspect on all sides, one can expect a lot of data and material to be heavy influenced 
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by political considerations (Dolnik in Dolnik 2013: 2). This can be expected to be a more 

prominent problem in societies which are closed and undemocratic so the fact that the cases 

along with the data and some material stem from Western democracies should at the very 

least bring these considerations to an acceptable level during this study. As the study relies on 

collection from a database that has strong ties to the Department of Homeland Security, this 

criticism is nonetheless somewhat relevant due to the political nature of the subject and will 

be countered by cross-references and verification where available. One of these aspects is 

where certain groups are suspected, but not confirmed through their own confirmation. These 

instances will be addresses separately so as not to influence the results in a way which may 

invoke a decrease in validity. A study conducted through field research then could be 

expected to counter some of these problems. Due to the constraints placed on this study, 

especially regarding its time frame, such research has not been possible.  However, the 

database contains information regarding the attacks and what group that has claimed 

responsibility. This is often linked to information from a news agency highlighting the 

problem of secondary sources. The study counteracts this by searching out the statements 

from the terrorist groups themselves where so available for those groups deemed to show an 

increase. The statements are sometimes available online. It should be noted that they are often 

withheld in the media but found in their entirety on an array of sites more or less ideologically 

connected to the groups. Obviously, one has to approach this information with a critical eye as 

well and cross-reference where possible. If several groups have claimed responsibility for the 

same attack, this will be noted and displayed in the results. 

Post, Ruby & Shaw used a modified Delphi procedure for their method. Using a panel of 

experts they evaluated different factors significance for different types of terrorist groups, 

recognising that every type is different (Post, Ruby & Shaw 2002: 112). The problem with 

that type of method is that it can leave a gap in the reliability of the work as it can be difficult 

to reproduce to a satisfactory level and depends largely on the opinions of people. As the 

study addresses the empirically barren nature of the field, this type of method is not one that 

has been judged as relevant for this investigation precisely because of this. 

Operationalization 

The independent variable in this study will not be compared to others due to the 

circumstances explained above; however, the dependent variables will take several forms 

throughout the study. The time-period of the economic crisis will serve as one independent 

variable and the attacks of groups will serve as the dependent variables at the outset in the 
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different countries. This is done in order to see if an overall increase is discernible. 

Occurrences of new groups will be addressed separately as a first attack of a new group is still 

an attack. From the data of the attacks, groups will be investigated and categorized with the 

help of an ideological analysis from statements, communiques and already existing interviews 

with members where available. Then the groups and their attacks will serve as the dependent 

variable with the time period of the economic crisis as the independent variable. Then a 

collection of statements from the attacks where available will be done, and the texts 

summarily analysed. Here the qualitative linguistic textual analysis combined with the aspects 

of the argumentative analysis mentioned above will be applied to the material, thus providing 

a more in-depth understanding and discernibility of the permissive structural factors. 

The abovementioned search criteria regarding definitions and the selected timespan 2008-04-

02 to 2011-12-31 will be used when performing the inductive part of the study. The timespan 

will also be used for the third stage of the study. When categorizing the groups, it will 

sometimes be necessary to step out of this timespan to a certain degree to assign them into the 

proper categories as some groups have existed for quite some time and their ideological 

writings may only occur sporadically. More specifically, as has been stated above, the ideas 

expressed that are seen as beneficial by the groups will relate to their ideology as it will reflect 

a conflict of interests related to social practices that has taken place in their surroundings 

(Bergström & Boréus in Bergström & Boréus 2010: 153). 

The five categories of terrorist types used by Post, Ruby and Shaw will constitute the 

framework for conducting the ideological analysis of the groups found after the initial quest. 

The five types include:  

 Nationalist-separatist terrorism (NS)  

 Social revolutionary terrorism (SR 

 Right-wing terrorism (RW)  

 Religious fundamentalist terrorism (RF)  

 Nontraditional religious extremists groups (NR) 

In addition to these five types, a sixth has been created during this study: the Puritanical 

anarchist type (PA). The circumstances surrounding this addition will be further discussed 

during the analysis section. 
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If groups are found that do not fit into the already existing categories, they will be placed in a 

separate new category deemed more appropriate. If groups cannot be categorised due to a lack 

of available material, despite intensive searches, they will be placed in a category named 

“Uncategorised”. One other possible problem is the occurrences of attacks where the 

perpetrator is “unknown”. This poses a problem for answering the two questions and there is 

little that can be done to counter this, barring opening one’s own criminal investigations. 

What can be done is separating these attacks, analysing them separately and then as one 

studies the attacks committed by known perpetrators see if they claim responsibility. The 

occurrences of  “unknown” terrorist acts are problematic because there is no way of knowing 

if they fit in to the proper search criteria if no one has claimed responsibility or been proven to 

have committed the acts. These could be attacks stemming from criminality or other 

circumstances. This then would indicate a further problem if a relevant number of attacks 

listed as “unknown” were in fact attributable in part to known groups. The same goes for 

attacks that have “suspected” culprits.   

The last part is the part where we look at the groups concern for the plight of others, in 

particular the poverty of prospects, choices and respect. These statements should preferably 

be connected to statements that pertain to problems brought on by the economic crisis, and as 

has been discussed above, may be in the form of metaphors and may constitute any part of an 

argument.  

5. Empirical finds and analysis 
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Terrorist attacks overall in the five countries during the crisis. 

 

 (Source: GTD Datafile) 

As is discernible from the results above, Portugal and Ireland had no attacks that were not 

attributed to suspected or unknown culprits. Spain shows a decreasing line whereas Italy and 

Greece show an increase in attacks, most notably the latter, with spikes in 2009 and 2010. 

Categorisation of groups 

Portugal:  

The only two occurrences during the timespan come with the addition “suspected” to the 

actors. In both cases, which occurred on the 24
th

 of November 2011, anarchists were 

attributed according to the GTD database, apparently because of the nature of the targets, tax 

offices (GTD Datafile). As such, these supposed groups will not be categorised due to the 

uncertainty of the identity of the actors. 

Ireland:  

Three attacks occurred during the timespan, one “unknown” and two of which the Real IRA 

were “suspected” to be behind. Like the attacks in Portugal above, they will not be 

categorized. 

Italy: 
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Italy had three “unknown” attacks during the period. In addition, one attack was “suspected” 

to have been carried out by a Neo-Nazi group, once again due to the nature of the target (GTD 

Datafile). Two other attacks were suspected, one to have been carried out by the Informal 

Anarchist Federation or Federazione Anarchia Informale (FAI) and the other by FAI and 

Sisters in Arms in cooperation. With the exception of FAI, none will be categorised.  

The FAI carried out four attacks and the Conspiracy of Cells of Fire carried out one. Below is 

the ideological analysis and categorisation of FAI. For Conspiracy of Cells of Fire (CCF), see 

Greece. 

FAI is a horizontally structured organisation comprised of various anarchist terrorist groups 

who act both as separate organisations and also under the umbrella of the FAI. The groups 

included are the "July 20th Brigade," the "Five C's," "International Solidarity," and the 

"Cooperative of Hand-Made Fire & Related Items." (GTD TOPS FAI). 

FAI would most likely according to Post, Ruby & Shaw be categorised into the “Social 

revolutionary” (SR) type, also referred to as “terrorism of the left” (Post, Ruby & Shaw 2002: 

111). According to them, groups belonging to this category seek the destruction of capitalist 

economic and social order, mostly through “propaganda by the deed”. This form of action, 

takes its cue from the anarchists of late nineteenth and early twentieth century Russia and 

Europe. Groups belonging to this type comprise more traditionally Marxist and Maoist 

organisations such as the Red Brigades, Japanese Red Army, Red Army Faction, Sendero 

Luminoso and FARC (Ibid). One problem noted earlier is the clumping together of groups 

which may have significant differences. In this case, it has been judged to be unsatisfactory to 

follow the categorisation used by Post, Ruby & Shaw. Although it is tempting to cluster 

anarchist groups into the “left” corner of the span of groups, in FAI’s case it is problematic. 

As there are different strands of anarchism, including leftist ones as well as capitalist and even 

fascist ones, a judgement has to be made on what the core of the ideology that binds the group 

together consists of. FAI however, does not fit neatly into either the SR category, or any of 

the other ones. In their founding communique released in 2003, they express their: 

“…profound hatred for the State and capital and our unbounded love for a world free from the 

dominion of men over men and of men over nature.” 

(FAI communique). 
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As such, it is not only the idea of capital, but also of the State, and not only as an end state, 

but altogether. An inclination away from more leftist ideals and especially Marxism is thus 

detected. Indeed, it is addressed directly as they state that: 

“We strongly oppose any Marxist cancer, which is nothing more than a fascinating and 

dangerous siren that claims freedom for the oppressed but actually denies the possibility of a 

free society and just substitutes one dominion with another.” 

(Ibid). 

Their stance towards representative democracy is also evident: 

“We do not want any democratic federation, as this would involve representatives, delegates, 

official meetings, committees, and organs implying the election of leaders, charismatic figures 

and the imposition of specialists of speech.” 

(Ibid). 

These social practices which have taken place in the group’s surroundings appear to be seen 

as conflicting to their interests. More specifically, the social practices of democracies and 

Marxist societies. Instead their ideology strives for something else entirely: 

“We strongly believe that only a chaotic and horizontal organisation, without bosses, authorities 

or central committees taking decision, can fulfil our need for freedom here and now. Our goal is 

to have an organisation reflecting the view of the anarchist society, which we struggle for.”  

(Ibid). 

The ideas expressed above are seen as beneficial by the group, and it stands starkly against 

most other ideologies, the leftist ones that Post, Ruby & Shaw have included in the SR 

category among them. Instead, a more “anarchic” order is elevated as the sought after current 

way of organising as well as the end state. The study is therefore presented with a choice in 

this matter. Either the group is categorised as a SR type or another new type is necessary to be 

able to move forward. Because FAI disavows the ideologies of pretty much the entire left, it 

seems prudent to categorise it into a separate, new group. In this study, groups showing these 

types of puritanically anarchistic tendencies will be categorised as a type named Puritanical 

Anarchist (PA). 

Greece: 
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A total of eighty-two attacks were of “unknown” character. Further, the Sect of 

Revolutionaries, Revolutionary Continuity (in cooperation with Conspiracy of Fire Cells), 

Council for the Destruction of Order, Deniers of Holidays, and Popular Will were suspected 

of one attack each. Revolutionary Struggle was suspected of four attacks (one in cooperation 

with Conspiracy of Fire Cells) as was Attack Teams for the Dissolution of the Nation (GTD 

Datafile).  However some of these suspected attacks have been attributed certainly to them in 

the process of the analysis and since, figure further in the analysis. 

The group Conspiracy of Cells of Fire (CCF) were credited with seventeen attacks and 

“suspected” of six more (GTD Datafile). Of these six, CCF took credit for one in a quite 

elaborate statement found online. This is hinted at in the GTD incident summary, yet it is not 

clear why it has not been attributed entirely to the group. It will however be shown in the 

results and summarily analysed as the finds are deemed to be relevant to the study.  

CCF did not emerge until 2008 and have been active ever since, even though several of its 

members have been arrested and incarcerated. In an interview with ten incarcerated members 

of CCF published by Contra Info, published in 2013, the member echoes the beliefs of FAI 

when it comes to its relationship with the left. To the question “Do ‘alliances’ with leftist 

components fit into antifascism in your opinion?” the published response is: 

“To us, antifascist struggle is either an anarchist struggle or it is nothing. The differences and 

points of divergence that exist between anarchist and leftist sectors are of fundamental 

importance in every theoretical and practical aspect, and as such, it is impossible to create points 

of convergence; only breaking points and disagreements. The essence of anarchist attack lives 

far from defeatism, victimization, and denunciations, features that prevail in left-wing 

formations. Any alliance with such leftist schemes in the name of an antifascist front can only 

achieve a deliberate compromise of anarchist discourse and praxis.”  

          (Contra Info interview with imprisoned CCF members). 

As such, they are at odds with the other types of groups categorised by Post, Ruby & Shaw in 

the Social revolutionary (SR) type. Indeed, on the subject of their stated goals, and concerning 

the social practices surrounding them, they state that: 

“This is why, as antisocial anarchists, we wish to destroy society and its dominant morality. 

When we say ‘war on society’ we do not mean mass death, but the death of social norms.” 
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“Society devours the uniqueness and singularity of the individual within the faceless multitude, 

while community enhances the collective comradely attitude based on free associations of 

individualities. It is the expression of life according to our desires, and the abolition of rules.” 

(Ibid). 

This lends further indications to the fact that they are not easily categorised into the SR type, 

as they wish the destruction upon all social norms. The individualistic stance, with an absence 

of rules makes it stand in contrast to other leftist groups. Like the FAI, they are therefore 

categorised into the PA type. 

Armed Revolutionary Action or ENopli Epanastatiki DRAsi (ENEDRA) was attributed with 

three attacks (GTD Datafile). The group has a leftist ideology, with pronounced ideas about 

the social conditions taking place in its surroundings and how they conflict with their own 

interests: 

“It is a mistake for an armed revolutionary group to consider itself an unsolicited avenger and a 

protector of popular interests, especially in societies so contradictory as modern day's. We too 

don't consider we act in the name of the popular class or of the massive movement. We are just 

parts of this society that our concience (sic) doesn't allow us to tolerate the existing barbarism. 

For us, there is no other decent way to live, than to fight against it. 

We believe in a society that will self-manage democratically its affairs, will distibute (sic) fairly 

its wealth to everyone, will live in harmony with nature and where the central essence will be for 

freedom, solidarity and human care.” 

(ENEDRA Communique). 

ENEDRA are categorised as Social revolutionary (SR). 

Illuminating Paths of Solidarity was attributed with six attacks, all of which took part within 

thirty minutes of each other (GTD Datafile). These are the only attacks found linked to the 

group. No statements or other evidence of continued or previous activities have been found 

during the analysis. They therefore fall into the “Uncategorised” type so as to avoid the 

lumping together of groups that may inhibit further research attempts. 

Nihilist Faction is according to GTD TOPS, a group responsible for only one attack in 1996, 

of rather elaborate proportion and was considered to be inactive as of March 2008 (GTD 

TOPS Nihilist Faction). However the one subsequent attack possibly belies that analysis. In a 

publication named The Sun Still Rises from CCF, they explain that if one or several members 



26 
 

presented a plan for attack that was not approved by other members, the plotters were free to 

break off for that attack and carry it out under another name, without initiating a permanent 

autonomous cell. One of these attacks is the one carried out by the Nihilist Faction, which is 

named as a stand-alone attack project (CCF Pamphlet # 1). It remains unclear whether the 

CCF splinter attack team is the same one responsible for the 1996 attack. The CCF states 

regarding this break-off practice that: 

“We love what we do because it contains our entire essence. Therefore, the “Conspiracy” isn’t 

just all of us together, it’s also each one of us apart.” 

(Ibid). 

The CCF as a parent organisation clearly takes the Nihilist Faction into its arms, regardless of 

disagreements over a particular attack, claiming that the actions contain their entire essence. It 

is therefore likely that an entirely ideological splinter was not the prevalent reason behind the 

split, making it prudent to categorise the Nihilist Faction as a PA type.  

Revolutionary Struggle or Epanastatikos Aghonas (EA) first emerged in 2003 with a bombing 

attack on the Athens courthouse complex. They also bombed an Athens police station in 2004 

approximately a hundred days prior to the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. On May 30, 2006, 

they tried to assassinate George Voulgarakis, the Greek Culture Minister and former Public 

Order Minister. In 2007 they attacked the U.S. embassy in Athens with an RPG. They appear 

to have a higher standard of tactics, equipment and expertise than most other terror 

organisations in Greece (GTD TOPS EA). The group was credited with one attack during the 

timespan, and suspected of four more (GTD Datafile). It wasn’t until years later that they 

claimed responsibility for three of the attacks that they were suspected for. This was possibly 

due to the fact that several group members were on trial and escaped shortly before the 

statements claiming responsibility (EA Communique). The EA exhibits some anarchist 

tendencies as they voice critique against state, but mostly they tend to vent their aggressions 

against the capitalist powers, while lamenting the loss of leftist ideals that they find wanting 

in their surroundings: 

“The natural right of every single human being to nutrition, housing, health, dignified life, is 

already being abused in increasingly large parts of the population, while the regime steals wages, 

pensions and public money in order to preserve the economic and political elite and to ensure the 

perpetuation of power.” 

(Revolutionary Struggle Pamphlet, p. 19). 
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Because the anarchist tendencies do not overtake the socialist ones, and because they do not 

disavow Marxism and other leftist ideas the same way that the more puritanical anarchist do, 

EA is categorised as Social revolutionary (SR).  

Rebellious group Lambros Foundas took responsibility for one attack. Lambros Foundas was 

a member of EA that was killed in 2010. As such, the group is categorised as SR because of 

its connection to EA. 

Revolutionary Liberation Action, Forbidden Blockade, Anarchist Action, “Anarchists”, 

“Thessaloniki Anarchists”, Zero Tolerance, and Popular Will were all credited with one attack 

each (GTD Datafile). No statements or other evidence of continued or previous activities have 

been found during the analysis. It could seem tempting to put them in either the SR or PA 

category because of the propensity of the names. However, as this study wishes to heed the 

call of Crenshaw and avoid lumping different groups together in categories that may not be 

beneficial for further analysis, this will not be done. Because this study makes adjustments to 

Post, Ruby & Shaw’s categorisation by lifting certain Anarchist groups into their own 

category, it would be presumptuous of it to lump groups in one or the other before 

ascertaining which type they fit best into. They therefore fall into the “Uncategorised” type so 

as to avoid the lumping together of groups that may inhibit further research attempts. It is 

possible that these groups are part of the previously mentioned propensity of Greek terror 

groups to perform attacks under monikers, submerge and re-emerge under different names. 

Spain: 

The Basque Fatherland and Liberty or Euskadi ta Askatasuna (ETA) carried out nineteen 

attacks during the time period. It was suspected of having carried out a further six attacks. 

Another attack was “suspected” as having been committed by “Basque Separatists”. Finally, 

three attacks were attributed to “Unknown”. As such, only ETA will be categorised. 

Post, Ruby & Shaw have already categorised ETA as a “Nationalist-separatist” (NS) 

organisation as they actively try to coerce the Spanish government into granting the Basque 

territory its independence and thereby achieving its eventual statehood. During the ideological 

analysis of ETA, no indications of a required change of this categorised type have been found. 

Although socialism seems to be a preferred end state for the organisation, independence for 

the Basque territory continues to be the main goal, even after ETA officially laid down their 

arms after a statement from the group on November 20
th

 2011: 
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“Lastly, Eta calls upon the Basque society to commit to this process until freedom and peace are 

achieved. 

Long live the free Euskal Herria! Long live Basque socialism! No rest until independence and 

socialism!” 

(ETA ceasefire statement). 

Types of groups and attacks in the five countries during the crisis 

 

(Source: GTD Datafile) 

From the data above we can see that the NS type has gone down, stopping altogether, the SR 

type has a slight increase, only to cease as well, and the PA type shows a considerable spike 

towards the end of the time span.                                 

Poverty of prospects, choices, and respect for others behind attacks 

Nationalist-separatists 

No indications of the economic crisis and the poverty of prospects, choices and respect that it 

supposedly brought with it has been discernible in statements made by this type. The type, 

which during the timespan concerns only one group, ETA has also decreased its attacks 

during the crisis, ending in an ongoing disarmament of the group.  

Social revolutionary 

The social revolutionary type show a high capacity for aggressively blaming the State and 

Capital for the economic crisis as well as making the consequences that it has brought with it 
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worse. In trying to justify their animosity towards their enemy, they compare the actions of 

government and certain businesses with terrorism itself: 

“Terrorism is not having the basics for survival. It’s having your wages and your pension cut. 

It’s having your house seized by some bank.” 

“The enemies of society are those who - after years of stealing, getting rich, and taking advan- 

tage of a barbaric and grossly unjust system - are asking us to donate our blood in order to save 

the life of the regime’s putrid corpse now that the system is going through the biggest crisis in its 

history.” 

 (Revolutionary Struggle Pamphlet, p. 7). 

They clarify exactly who they blame, how long they feel that this wrongdoing has been going 

on and more specifically, who it affects. Here, a concern for their fellow human beings plights 

is discernible: 

“It is now visible that capitalism has reached a point where he doesn't affect simply the rights 

and freedom of the people, but hurts the whole of human survival in its most essential form.” 

(ENEDRA Communique). 

“It’s “a matter of national emergency” when they drive large portions of the population into 

poverty and misery in order to “steady the markets” (“markets” mean “savage beasts created by 

transnational economic elites”), stop speculation with Greek debt, and finally lower public sector 

interest rates.” 

“In fact, they have no interest in protecting either the country or the break- down’s public sector. 

Most people are already worn out by the savage policies being applied to them, and their 

bankruptcy is a preliminary condition for the maintenance of privileged social strata. Pensions 

and salaries are being reduced or eliminated; hundreds of thousands of people are being laid off 

or will be laid off in the near future; tax audits are increasing; social security funds -after years 

of plundering, negligent policies by the State are being allowed to disintegrate; and health 

services are being decimated while public hospitals fail and are left to deteriorate until they 

close, thus delivering the coup de grâce to any part of the public health system still left 

standing.” 

(Revolutionary Struggle Pamphlet, p. 7). 

The jobs, pensions, social security and health care that people were used to before the crisis 

are no longer what they once were, and because of this, something has to be done according to 

these types of groups. They proclaim that their fellow people will understand this fight of 
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theirs and not the Greek state’s counter-terrorism approaches. Because they see the state as 

not only their enemies, but the people’s enemies, now and in the future: 

“There will be no work, poverty will infect everyone like the plague, people will get sick and die 

without being able to do a thing about it, and the standard of living will be like that of a country 

at war.” 

“Anyone who looked closely at the trajectory of Revolutionary Struggle would under- stand the 

obsolescence of the assertions by the political establishment and its henchmen in the media 

about how our actions “constitute a threat to all of society.” Which of our actions terrorized 

society or were directed against it? Was it the attacks against the Economic and Labor 

Ministries, which are hated by the majority, and where the most antisocial policies are approved 

and decreed? 

Was it the attacks against riot police, who terrorize the streets every day, who beat 

demonstrators, and whose sole mission is the violent repression of social struggles?” 

(Revolutionary Struggle Pamphlet, p. 8). 

For the SR type then, the crisis is seen as a weapon or tool to attack the working people that 

the group considers itself as the protector of: 

“For us, the financial crisis we live in today is the first truly global crisis in history and the only 

one since the Great Depression of the early 1930s that affects so intensely all the countries of the 

capitalist centre, while its character is systemic; it concerns the nature of the capitalism itself and 

the nature of the market economy, and it is multi-dimensional, because other than financial it is 

political, social and environmental. 

On the occasion of the current crisis, both economic and political elites around the world 

conduct a frontal attack against societies” 

(Revolutionary Struggle Pamphlet, p. 32-33). 

The “tools” that are made even more efficient through the economic crisis is therefore 

attacked, such as the Athens Stock Exchange: 

“If there is one institution the operation of which alone is a provocation for the vast majority of 

society, not just amidst the economic crisis but in every era, if there is one institution that 

embodies most faithfully the basic operations characteristic of capitalism and market economy, 

greed for profit and power, it is the stock market. 

Intimately connected with the history of the existing economic system, it is one of the strongest 

and most effective levers for pumping social wealth from the bottom of society and channelling 

it always toward a minority, the economic elite. A mechanism that loots and squeezes everything 
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out of all societies, robs the produced social product, without producing or offering absolutely 

anything.” 

(Revolutionary Struggle Communique, Athens Stock Exchange attack). 

This study thus reaches the conclusion that a concern for the poverty of prospects, choices and 

respect brought on by the economic crisis to other people is discernable to a large degree in 

statements belonging to groups belonging to the SR type. 

Puritanical anarchists 

Perhaps it is not too surprising when considering the nature of the PA type that they should 

not be too concerned with the plights of others. It is a collection of groups and members that 

have a highly individualistic outlook on life. Concerning even their own prospects, they seem 

not to put too much value in a functioning society where others can function without resorting 

to constant violence, showing a pronounced disdain for the “masses”: 

“Waged labour expropriates our creativity and imagination, and turns us into mindless cogs in 

the social machine that devours flesh, blood, dreams and desires. We despise the orders from 

supervisors and the clock indicators set by managing directors. A job is the dead time of our 

lives that keeps us hostage, shackled by habit. However, the work ethic is even more insidious 

than the coercion of labour itself. Waged labour is no longer considered slavery but a right, and 

the masses of volunteer serfs get dazzled by their own chains. Furthermore, the bureaucratic 

societist tendency within anarchism traps itself with workerist reasoning and the sanctification of 

the proletariat. Thus, this tendency turns timid and unable to defend and promote the anarchist 

practice of armed robberies-expropriations. The formal-civilized anarchy prefers to promote 

tactics for the self-management of misery and oppression through autonomous labour unions, 

instead of projecting very clearly the practice of robbery and total negation of work.”  

(Contra Info interview with imprisoned CCF members). 

There seems to be a clear absence of any targeted audience other than the state and their own 

comrades. Although their statements are often long and intrinsic, they rarely address the 

“masses” either as an intended audience to sway with arguments or as victims of the State and 

Capital that the SR types tend to.  

“What are we selling? Nothing. 

What do we want? Everything.” 

(CCF communique Athens Administrative Court attack). 
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“Today the truth is known to us and our prosecutors. We know their spectacle doesn’t seduce the 

people who are able to think nor frighten those who chose a place which only few people dare to 

choose to be their country. 

About all of the others, we don’t care too much.” 

(CCF communique Elections centre attack). 

Not only do they not seem to care too much for the plight of others, they tend to take an 

aggressive stance towards everyone not belonging to the group: 

“This idiotic mass, reminding of movies with living deaths, can only be a target. The quantity of 

the mass does not touch us, neither does the presence of young and old, men and women. It is all 

about that moment on which the inertia of the people transforms into shouts and supports for 

democracy.” 

“May every house become a hiding place and may all hiding places become fire that will burn 

them alive.” 

“You will always be right in front of us… and we’ll see who’s with his back against the wall.” 

(Ibid). 

Table of results 

Type NS SR PA 

Discernable increase 
in attacks 

No (decrease) Slight increase Increase 

Poverty of prospects, 
choices, and respect 
for others due to the 
EC as reasons for 
attacks 

No Yes No 

 

6. Conclusions and suggestions for further research 

The study started with a hypothesis that it was possible to discern an increase in terrorist 

attacks committed by certain groups in the five countries during the economic crisis. The 

comparison between South East Asia and Europe during their economic crisis ends up with 

the PA type showing a rise similar to that of Islamic radicalism in the former case. However, 

concerning the poverty resources combining with the poverty of prospects, choices and 

respect, only the SR type shows a discernible relationship between these and their attacks. 
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The results also vary greatly between the five different countries. Greece being the one 

country that suffered the most attacks. For Portugal, Ireland, and Spain, the root causes 

framework used in this study seems to be less relevant during the timespan. For Italy the same 

applies since all attacks conducted were by the PA type, which showed no inclination of 

having concern for their fellow human beings, if anything, quite the opposite. The SR type, 

which pertains to Greece show if only a slight increase, a strong propensity for using the 

economic crisis’s consequences on their fellow human beings as a reason for their attacks. 

The study has thus contributed to the root causes theory by providing empirical finds about 

terrorist attacks in the PIIGS countries during the economic crisis in a manner not investigated 

previously by using the concern for the plight of others as a possible factor. It has also 

contributed further by creating a new category of terrorist types, the Puritanical anarchist type. 

This should contribute to a more fine-tuned way of studying terrorist groups than before, 

where anarchists have often been lumped into the left-wing type, regardless of the groups’ 

stance towards leftist ideals. 

Because of the limitations posed by the available data, the study has not been able to measure 

effectively any attacks prior or after the chosen time period. As databases become more 

reliable, it should provide a research landscape even more suited for this type of study. 

One variable that was not investigated regarding frequency of attacks, was arrests of 

members. It is possible that this may have a negative effect on a group’s ability to carry out 

attacks, and possibly a positive effect as an excuse for retribution and extortion. Another 

variable worth investigating is the effectiveness of attacks, casualties, damages etc. It seems 

as if the SR type in Greece contains groups of a higher level of sophistication. This makes the 

type worthy of further research as they then possibly pose a larger threat and their concern for 

others may be used in further research in order to understand such groups.  

The PA type show the largest increase in attacks and yet the least inclination towards concern 

for their human beings. This makes that variable of less use, yet that is relevant in further 

research regarding the PA types. That they should be treated separately from the SR type is 

also a result of this study, and an important adjustment that further research should heed and 

possibly develop further. Maybe Laqueur’s remarks regarding an anarchist conspiracy were 

prudent a while back, but for Greece, the problem seems real, and their horizontal structures 

make them difficult to counter in the same way as other more hierarchical organisations. Their 

complete disdain for their fellow human beings is worthy of further research, even though it 
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should come as no surprise to scholars of history that these hostis humani generis have a 

history of animosity towards more of their surroundings than other ideologically inclined 

armed organisations. And vice versa for that matter, as Theodore Roosevelt remarked nearly a 

century ago: 

“Anarchy is a crime against the whole human race; and all mankind should band against the 

anarchist. His crime should be made an offense against the law of nations, like piracy and that 

form of man-stealing known as the slave trade; for it is of far blacker infamy than either.” 

(HNN) 

Regarding the approach on these matters of further research, it is the conclusion of this study 

that field research be the most appropriate way forward. In order to investigate root causes, 

and its permissive and direct factors, extensive field interviews, however hard they may be to 

perform, may bring clarity on their relationships with certain types of terrorism. 
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