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Abstract

The stand of liberal democracy as the most desirable form of governance has long been left

unquestioned in the West. The rise of geopolitical, and national, security issues force the

population in these states to consider the trade off between security and democracy. Research

on which demographic factors affect populations’ attitudes towards limiting their democratic

rights for the sake of security is scarce. The few studies of the Swedish population's

relationship to their democracy that do exist, do not problematize the found relationship

between gender and the will to limit democracy in cases of crises.

This thesis tests what effects Swedes’ will to limit democracy for the sake of national

security against two hypotheses. Right Wing Authoritarianism is used as the explanatory

framework as to why women are more positive towards democracy limiting security

measures than men. Utilising multiple regression analysis, the findings indicate that women

to a larger extent than men are more positive towards democracy limiting security measures

when controlling for other demographic factors and time. Therefore, this study concludes that

gender-based structures in society affect womens’ relationship with the trade-off between

security and democracy.

Keywords: democracy, security, gender, Right Wing Authoritarianism, Sweden,

authoritarianism.
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1. Introduction
The stand of liberal democracy has for long been left unquestioned in western parts of the

world. Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the prosperity of a global liberal order has been on

the rise. However, in recent years, liberal societies and the institutions that hold up

democracy have been under scrutiny from varying political camps. Perhaps, similarly to

Europe before the First World War, we have reached a point where liberal institutions have

been left unquestioned for so long that their initial meaning has been lost. By taking peace

and order for granted people tend to long for politics that take society to higher ends

(Fukuyama, 2022 [2023]: 136). Throughout history, people who have lived in dictatorship or

authoritarian regimes have longed for liberal societies. Yet, once people have lived in a

liberal democracy for long, the norms of liberal society are taken for granted. As long as the

checks and balances of liberal institutions exist in democracies, they prevent authoritarian

assaults even if democracy regresses. If these disappear, then democracy will follow soon

after (Fukuyama, 2022 [2023]: 4).

In Europe and the United States, the rise of far right nationalism risks undermining

liberal democracy. Similarly to Europe in the first half of the 20th century, national identity

that fixates on religious heritage, ethnicity, or race tends to ostracize people who do not fit

into the national identity (Fukuyama, 2022[2023]: 133). As long as the population does not

undermine their own democratic rights by voting anti-democratic leaders into government,

the checks and balances of democracy keep leaders from infringing on the people's rights.

However, trends in Western societies demonstrate that these types of leaders can be

democratically voted into office and then infringe on democratic rights. In Europe, examples

from Hungary elucidate how the democratically elected Victor Orban has infringed on

democratic rights since stepping into power in 2010. Throughout the years the government

has deteriorated the independence of liberal institutions and targeted minorities, especially

members of the LGBTQ+ community (Freedom House, 2023a). Furthermore, restrictions on

freedom of speech and media have been implemented (Human Rights Watch, 2023). Similar

trends can be found in other parts of the Western world, such as the infringement on abortion

rights in the United States (Human Rights Watch, 2022).

In Sweden, the stands of liberal democracy are considered to be high. However, the

attitude amongst citizens elucidates that there is a will to limit democratic rights in cases of

certain crises (Persson & Widmalm, 2023: 42). For example, 71 per cent of the respondents

agree, or partially agree, that democracy in Sweden should be temporarily limited in case of a
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pandemic. Other types of crises that the respondents are asked about are; Climate crises,

finance crises, gender discrimination, serious crime, and integration problems (Persson &

Widmalm, 2023: 46). There is a huge risk that authoritarian leaders infringe on democratic

rights if they know that there is support in the population for doing so (Persson & Widmalm,

2023: 39). Therefore, by looking at the Swedish populations' attitudes towards security

measures that would infringe on democratic rights in a liberal democracy this thesis will aim

to contribute to the research on the trade off between democracy and security that liberal

populations face.

1.2 The Swedish Context

Sweden will be used as the context for this thesis for several reasons. Sweden has long held a

high standard of democracy in the larger global context. For example, Sweden holds the

highest score possible, 100 out of 100, in Freedom House’s score system (Freedom House,

2023b). Therefore, one could imagine that the stands of democracy are consistent with this,

namely that Swedish democracy is stable and not threatened. However, as Persson and

Widmalm elucidate in their research from 2023 this can not be said for the Swedish

population's attitudes towards democracy when faced with making a trade off between

democracy and crisis handling.

The current development in the Swedish discourse surrounding security has been

affected by large geopolitical changes and national security challenges. The full-scale

invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 led the historically neutral state to apply for NATO

membership (Regeringskansliet, 2023). Furthermore, gang criminality has risen in the last

few years in Sweden (Polismyndigheten, 2023). The domestic security mode of Sweden was

also largely affected during the first half of 2023 when several burnings of the Quran left the

population and politicians with a sense of a choice between freedom of expression and

national security (Sveriges Riksdag, 2023).

This has led contemporary research and reports to explain the rise in the willingness

of the public to limit democratic rights for the aim of security to be a temporal shift.

Attributing much of the explanatory factor to the public perception of threats in their

day-to-day life (Internetstiftelsen, 2023; Persson & Widmalm, 2023). However, other

explanatory factors are seldom weighed against time as the explanatory factor. Evidently,

there has been a shift in the level of security in Sweden. However, should the debate focus

more on other factors? Can gender hold an explanatory value in this Swedish context and its
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population’s willingness to limit democratic freedom for security? Adding to previous

research concerning that women to a larger extent are willing to limit democracy in case of a

crisis, as presented by Persson and Widmalm (2023). This thesis furthers Persson and

Widmalms’ (2023) research by looking at specific security measures to study which

demographic factors affect the Swedish populations' will to limit democratic rights for a

sense of security.

1.3 Purpose & Research Question

This thesis aims to study Swedes' attitudes towards democracy limiting security measures. In

essence, the aim of this thesis is to contribute to the study of democratic populations' will to

limit democracy for the sake of security and what demographic factors affect this.

The thesis utilises theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism as an explanatory factor for

the Swedish populations’ will to limit democratic rights for a sense of security. While

previous research has shown varying willingness from populations to make a trade off

between democracy and security and contributing these trade offs to different demographic or

political factors (Van den Broek et. al, 2017; Colresi, 2014; Persson & Widmalm, 2023),

theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism has not been utilised as an explanatory framework.

However, some quantitative research on Right Wing Authoritarianism suggests that

stigmatized groups will become authoritarian as a response to triggering situations (Brandt &

Henry, 2012). The present thesis holds this as its theoretical point of departure. As limited

work exists on Right Wing Authoritarianism as a triggered effect for marginalized groups, the

theoretical framework is underpinned by theory on Intersectionality.

The study utilises data from the Society, Opinion and Media Institutes’, hereafter

SOM Institute, yearly survey to study Swedes' attitudes towards seven democracy-infringing

security methods over time. By examining genders’ effect on attitudes towards these security

measures, the study aims to elucidate how marginalized groups in society are more prone to

become authoritarian, and therefore align with attitudes of considering democracy limiting

security measures as valid to combat security threats. To study if some security measures are

more palatable than others to the population, seven security measures are utilised as the

dependent variables. The purpose of using seven dependent variables is to study if attitudes

vary, depending on how democracy infringing the security methods are.

Persson and Widmalms’ (2023) study indicates relationships between crises and

democracy. However, the present thesis studies security measures instead. If the respondents
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are presented with infringing measurements rather than crises, perhaps, the results will be

different. If the same tendencies are found when the respondents are presented with

democracy limiting security measures, there are great risks if authoritarian leaders come into

government. Consequently, the thesis aims to answer the following research questions against

the related hypotheses.

1.2Research questions
Which democracy limiting security methods are Swedes willing to implement for a sense of

security? And to what extent?

Are women more willing than men to limit democracy for a sense of security? If so, why?

1.3.1 Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1:

Women are more willing than men to limit liberal democracy for a sense of security.

Hypothesis 2:

The populations’ will to limit democracy for the sake of security has grown over time.
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2. Previous Research
Surveillance Studies have their roots in sociology with a focus on criminology and the study

of policing. Contrary to classical theory on International Relations, Surveillance Studies look

at the protection of civilians as not a given legitimate action by state actors. Rather the

concept is problematised, as the state itself may pose dangers to its’ citizens. Further, security

is seen as a form of domination rather than a necessity by some scholars in the field (Bigo,

2012: 280). Surveillance studies had a surge when new technologies took up space in

policing, such as CCTV in the 1980s. A majority of research within surveillance studies has

been seen as a sub-field to security studies and has been focused on the United States and its

set of laws, regulations and the public attitude towards secrecy (Roberts, 2006; Colaresi,

2014; Myrick, 2020; Sagar, 2016).

Bigo (2012: 277) examines the relationship between security, surveillance and

democracy. A common conception of security is that it protects democratic societies from

threats. Critics against this argument commonly bring up that the security itself can be a

bigger threat to what it is protecting than the threats it combats. Bigo (2012) argues that

because the state is the one responsible for security it will lean into security measures rather

than keeping democratic freedoms and therefore individuals will have to sacrifice democracy

for the state's survival. A common normative argument from researchers within surveillance

studies is that if state secrecy is not meant to undermine public debate and government

accountability, practices that are central to most notions of democracy, then secrecy must be

minimized. Citizens must have some reason to believe that information will not be withheld

to conceal wrongdoing or to manipulate public opinion. Consequently, some researchers

argue that freedom of information should be listed as a human right (Sagar, 2016: 2).

Transparency, openness, and access to government-held information are widely considered as

countermeasures towards instances where the government claims to be democratic but where

it falls short (Birkinshaw, 2006).

Michael Colaresi (2014) aims to solve the above-presented dilemma posed between

national security and public accountability. Colaresi (2014) discusses the dilemma between

security and democracy as a dilemma for liberal democracies in foreign policy. The success

of foreign policy might depend upon keeping some information from competitors and

consequently also from the public (Colaresi, 2014: 2). Liberal democracies have chosen to

deal with this dilemma by giving the population the power of accountability towards their

elected leaders. However, the transparency might in turn directly affect national security.
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Therefore, populations sometimes choose to willingly limit their right to transparency for the

national greater good. The author brings up examples from the United States, where citizens

have at times chosen not to extend accountability for the sake of national security in cases of

international conflicts (Colaresi 2014: 3). Consequently, political leaders exploit this.

However, the dilemma between secrecy and democracy would not be an issue if the risk of

realizing information to the public did not end up in the hands of enemies of the state

(Colaresi, 2014: 5).

Colaresi concludes that, in democracies without mechanisms for accountability,

national security activity leads to doubts within the population instead of effectiveness

(Colaresi, 2014: 235). Even though imperfect, oversight from the public into what executives

are doing is what keeps democracies safe. Going unchecked, a lack of accountability can lead

to infringements on civil rights (Colaresi, 2014: 252). Tomz and Weeks (2013) examine

public opinion as an explanation for the democratic peace theory. If political leaders are held

accountable by the population and the population is reluctant to want to fight other

democracies then war will not happen. The research finds that public opinion, in some part,

contributes to this factor.

Myrick (2020: 828) reaches similar conclusions as Colersi (2020) when examining

the public's opinions concerning the extent to which political leaders use secrecy in foreign

policy even if it is leading the citizens themselves behind the light. She finds that it is the

success of covert foreign policy that matters to the public, rather than whether the action is

covert or not. The normative standing of transparency in liberal democracies is questioned.

How we examine how policymakers behave in the international arena is based on that we

believe them to have accountability towards the electoral. The findings indicate that even

though this is true in the sense of how democracies work, the United States public cares more

about success in foreign policy than if they knew about the actions used (Myrick, 2020: 838).

Roberts (2006) attributes this loss in the publics’ want for their right to information to a

growing detachment between the public and politics in the United States, reaching the

conclusion that transparency is not enough. Citizens have a responsibility to act on

infringements in transparency when violations of it happen.

As presented above, the public's will to enforce security measures has been studied to

some extent. However, it is mainly the relationship between the state and its citizens that has

been discussed and examined. As well as attitudes towards security measures that are already

in place and their potential infringements on liberal democracies. Few studies look more

closely at the attitudes of citizens that shape these aspects.
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However, Van der Broek et. al (2017) utilises survey answers from 27 different

European countries to study citizens' attitudes towards varying security measures. Their study

presents a two-axis figure containing eight vignettes of varying security measures. The two

axes represent public-private and virtual-physical. The vignettes include; Foreign government

surveillance, school access by biometrics, smart meters, government mentoring for terrorist

website visits, ANPR speed control in neighborhoods, data selling by internet service

providers, police use of DNA databases, and police crowd surveillance. The varying security

measures are placed along the two axes to give an overview of how different security

measures are felt along the two axes (Van der Broek et. al, 2017: 18). Their study aims to

examine citizens' attitudes towards these situations without explicitly referring to either

privacy or security (Van der Broek et. al, 2017: 28). An attempt to circumvent the given

trade-off between privacy and security as presented in Colaresi (2014), Myrick (2020) and

Bigo (2012).

The results from the utilised survey indicate that citizens from these European states

do not feel that there is an intrinsic link between privacy and security (Van der Broek et. al,

2017: 15). Four conclusions can be drawn from their study. Mainly attitudes vary depending

on security issues as well as how privacy intrusive these methods are. Secondly, the level of

trust towards the security-imposing institutions correlates with the level of acceptance.

Thirdly, the type of actor affects people's resistance. Public actors receive a higher level of

acceptance than the vignettes that correspond with private actors such as data collecting.

Lastly, their results indicate that a high level of concern around security correlates with high

levels of acceptance on the contrary to high levels of privacy awareness leading to lower

levels of acceptance towards the various vignettes (Van der Broek et.al, 2017: 28f).

This previous research lends insight into the importance of transparency and

democratic rights as an opposing side to state security, especially when these measures are

infringing on civil and democratic rights. However, a democratically elected government

could never infringe on democratic rights without some kind of support from the electoral

population. What happens when there is a large will in the population to infringe on

democratic rights for the sake of security?

Persson and Widmalms' (2023) research lends some insight into when Swedes are

willing to limit their democratic rights for the sake of security and therefore further secrecy in

Swedish society, as introduced in the Introduction of this thesis. In the SOM Institute's latest

report from Gothenburg University, researchers Thomas Persson and Sten Widmalm (2023)

investigate the stand of democracy in Sweden today. The material at hand is the statistics
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from the national SOM survey from 2022 where a sample of the Swedish population was

asked about when they were willing to limit democracy in favour of combating varying crises

in society. The researchers did this through the theoretical lens of democracy as a super

ideology. Super ideology entails that ideological differences vary in the population, still,

democracy is held as a constant good regardless of other ideological beliefs (Tingsten, 1945:

42).

However, the report does not extend much analysis and problematization of why

certain people are more willing than others to limit democracy in the event of crises. The

concern that large parts of the population are willing to limit democracy might overshadow

other results that are interesting to delve deeper into. Such as, why women are more willing

than men to limit their democratic rights in case of a crisis (Persson & Widmalm, 2023: 47).

Wagnsson, Olsson and Nilsen (2020: 797) find that women’s sense of security often emanates

from a personal standpoint to a larger extent than men's. Respondents in their study elucidate

that when talking about what security means to them the risk of being a victim of violence or

crime becomes the point of departure when making sense of security for women. No matter

the age category, women are found to link personal security and freedom together. Men, on

the other hand, are found to reason from a more traditional standpoint of security, relating

issues to military power.

Gendered insecurity theory as a concept holds that because of the social structures in

our society that condition men and women into different behaviours, this also entails that

insecurity is experienced differently. Furthermore, gender influences our feelings of risk and

vulnerability in a societal context (Wagnsson, Olsson & Nilsen, 2020: 790).

The present thesis aims to further study these gendered aspects as well as Right Wing

Authoritarianism as the theoretical framework for explaining Swedes' will to limit their

democratic rights for the sake of security.
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3. Defining Democracy
Before moving into the material of this thesis a few things need to be clarified. What

democracy is and how a democratic society works, has been disputed for over 25 centuries

(Dahl, 2000: 3). Therefore a definition is needed to be able to look at what factors affect

people's will to limit democracy for the sake of security. Robert Dahl is one of the twentieth

century's great contributors to defining democracies in different ways as well as the nuances

within the notion of democracy. For the purposes of this thesis, his definition of polyarchal

democracy will be used as the definition of democracy. Unlike ideal democracy, polyarchal

democracy seeks to define democracy in real cases instead of as an ideal type of government

(Dahl, 1999: 133).

Besides being an effective way of defining democracy, Dahl's definitions of

polyarchal democracy align well with how the Swedish system of democracy is exercised.

The definition also aligns with liberal democracies' view on the relationship between citizens

and their government. The concentration of power can not be in practice for a state to be

considered a polyarchal democracy, as in Fukuyama’s take on liberal democracy (2022

[2023]: 100). Furthermore, there is a need for both government and citizens to respect privacy

towards other members of society. In some societies, this idea is represented in laws, such as

laws on freedom of speech, but at its core, it is a normative statement concerned with privacy

and tolerance (Fukuyama, 2022 [2023]: 100). Thus, Dahls’ definitions of polyarchal

democracy is appropriate for the aim och purpose of this thesis.

A polyarchal democracy is defined by Dahl (2000: 90) as a political system that holds

six democratic institutions. Elected officials; have free, fair and frequent elections; freedom

of expression; access to alternative sources of information; associational autonomy; and

inclusive citizenship (Dahl, 2000: 85).

Elected officials relate to that polyarchal democracies have a representative function

where policy decisions are constitutionally made by officials who are elected by the public.

These officials are elected in free, fair and frequent elections that rarely see any form of

corruption. Additionally, citizens in polyarchal democracies have the right to express their

opinions on political matters, in a broad sense, without the risk of punishment. These matters

include issues such as; criticizing officials, the socioeconomic order and the prevailing

ideology (Dahl, 2000: 85). Citizens also hold the right to access alternative sources of

information by seeking out independent and alternative news sources, experts, books or
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information from other citizens. Worth noting is that these types of sources also need to exist

for a state to be seen as a polyarchal democracy.

Moreover, citizens need to have the right to form relatively independent groups or

associations, including political parties that help them enact their other democratic rights.

Lastly, a polyarchal democracy upholds inclusive citizenship. This entails that no adult who

permanently lives in the state and is subjected to the laws of the state can be denied rights that

come from above listed political institutions (Dahl, 2000: 86).

Moving forward throughout the thesis when mentioning democracy it is the definition

by Dahl that should be kept in mind.

14



4. Theory
This chapter of the thesis presents the theoretical framework utilised throughout the analysis.

First, theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism is presented, followed by a theoretical

background on Intersectionality to present more detail on the type of Right Wing

Authoritarianism applied in this thesis. Lastly, the view on Right Wing Authoritarianism by

Brandt and Henry (2012) is presented, which is used in the analysis when discussing the

results from the quantitative research done in SPSS.

4.1 Theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism

Right Wing Authoritarianism, was first introduced by Bob Altemeyer in 1981 (MacWilliams,

2016: 717). Building on previous research on authoritarianism from the 1950s, Altemeyer

developed the Right Wing Authoritarian scale in psychological studies. Worth noting is that

the term Right Wing is not used in its political sense. Earlier research on authoritarianism

explained people's tendencies toward it in a Freudian sense, holding early childhood

experiences of hostility towards parental figures and a harsh upbringing as explanatory

factors (Stenner, 2005: 2). It has developed into a construction to examine the submissiveness

of the population and their psychology. When talking about authoritarians it is not in relation

to authoritarian leaders, but rather people in society who value order, control and the status

quo (Altemeyer, 1998: 53). Altemeyers’ initial research on Right Wing Authoritarianism

utilises a 30-item question battery where respondents are asked to declare their views on

varying societal issues (Altemeyer, 1996: 12). As the thesis at hand does not aim to do any

kind of psychological study the battery will not be further explained. However, the different

themes that appear in respondents who are more authoritarian have influenced the evolution

of the type of Right Wing Authoritarianism that will be used in this thesis.

Right Wing Authoritarianism focuses on submission and holds explanatory value in

understanding how people can submit to authoritarian leaders. The theory should therefore

not be confused with other studies of authoritarian leaders, instead, the focus lies on the

population, and people’s tendency to give in to authoritarian laws and leaders. For example,

the fascist tendencies in the German population laid coiled ready to put Hitler into power in

the 1930s and in other societies where dictators have come into power through popular vote

(Altemeyer 1998: 48). Consequently, public opinion promotes totalitarian movements when

authoritarian attitudes increase. In the process, journalists, politicians and other leaders in
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societies can be intimidated into taking more authoritarian stands who would otherwise

oppose such measures (Altemeyer, 1996: 8).

People with high tendencies toward Right Wing Authoritarianism are characterised by

three traits; submission, authoritarian aggression and conventionalism (Altemeyer, 1996: 8).

The meaning of submission in Right Wing Authoritarianism regards the people's will to

accept statements and actions by their perceived authorities. This acceptance then leads to

following instructions and complying with authorities without questioning them to a large

extent. Altemeyer (1996: 9) emphasizes that established authorities cannot be seen as the

same institutions or persons universally. Therefore the word perceived is added. The

authorities are defined as having general legal and moral authority in the studied society.

Further, different groups can be submissive to varying authorities. People who believe that

the government has been taken over by some group they do not identify with, will not

perceive the government as a legitimate authority and instead hold other authorities as

legitimate (Altemeyer, 1998: 52).

Authoritarian aggression at first thought might bring up pictures of violence and the

use of force. However, this is not how the term is supposed to be viewed in the case of Right

Wing Authoritarianism. Authoritarians resort to aggression when they believe it aligns with

the authorities' will and goals. This is also expressed in their belief in forceful laws, control of

others and view of soft approaches towards criminals as ineffective and encouraging to keep

up with criminal activity (Altemeyer, 1996: 10). People with high tendencies towards Right

Wing Authoritarian want to give authorities the right to prosecute anyone, even themselves if

this protects their idea of the greater good and keeps the status quo in place (Altemeyer, 1998:

52). Authoritarians view themselves as morally good who fight for the common good

(Stenner 2005; Altemeyer 1998).

The tendency for conventionalism refers to the will to adhere to established norms, in

a normative sense. Caring for how people ought to act from a traditional value standpoint

(Altemeyer, 1996: 11f). Sweden is a highly secularized society with few traditionalist values

held as an almighty good compared to other states (World Population Review, 2023a).

Consequently, this aspect of Right Wing Authoritarianism might seem inapplicable in the

Swedish setting. I however would argue that Sweden, like all other societies, holds normative

norms as important and that these are more important to some than others.

Authoritarians are not static. They do not give over to totalitarian rhetoric and leaders

blindly. However, they are closer to giving over to authorities, especially if it is to authorities

they already trust and like than people who do not share the same psychological tendencies
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(Altemeyer, 1996: 10). Stenner (2005: 8) develops individual tendencies for Right Wing

Authoritarian and includes external factors such as perceived threats to one's beliefs and

survival.

Instead of focusing on the specifics, Stenner (2005: 6) argues that more focus needs to

be on the consistency of Authoritarianism across society and time. Our response to threats is

a great aspect of why some tend to become more authoritarian. Stenners’ argument

constitutes a critique of Altemeyers’ conceptualization of Right Wing Authoritarianism

(2005: 3). Viewing authoritarianism as an expression instead of a predisposition is how it will

be approached in this thesis as well. Mainly because, as the theory has developed this view

holds greater explanatory value. As well as that the research design of this thesis will capture

expressions of authoritarianism rather than underlying psychological mechanisms for these

views.

4.2 Theoretical Background on Intersectionality

Even though the view of Right Wing Authoritarianism as an expression rather than a

predisposition has developed over time. Few studies exist that explain the societal structures

behind the expression of authoritarian attitudes. Therefore, theory on Intersectionality is

presented as a theoretical background to the kind of Right Wing Authoritarianism utilised in

this thesis.

In a broader sense, feminist studies have emphasised the many structures that shape

society in different ways and affect different people depending on our inherited and learned

traits. Even though there is not just one single form of feminism, many feminists agree to

some extent, that women suffer from social orders and material inequalities simply because

of their biological identity (Pilcher & Whelehan, 2017: 54). Consequently, women are from a

young age socialized into a marginalized and more insecure role in society.

Feminist theory in security studies has held a prominent part in shifting the reference

object of security from the state to other units of analysis. Furthermore, conceptions of power

have been deeply challenged, shifting focus from traditional military security towards

non-state-centric perspectives on security (Wibben, 2010: 5). Wibben asserts that: “Looking

at security from the perspective of women alters the definition of what security is to such an

extent that it is difficult to see how any form of traditional security studies can offer an

analysis” (Wibben, 2010: 7). Gender theory, more specifically theory on intersectionality,
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extends the analytical framework on state security. Shifting the focus from the state to the

people within it.

However, studying genders’ effects on the feeling of insecurity without bringing in

other aspects, is sort of one-dimensional. Intersectionality can in this case help in dismantling

the view of discrete social categories (Pilcher & Whelehan, 2017: 20). Kimberlé Crenshaw

was groundbreaking in her work on intersectionality. Analysing three court cases between

black women and their employers where claims of discrimination were made but often

overlooked by the courts as the companies either referred to that many women were

employed or black men (Crenshaw, 1989: 141). In a quantitative sense, Crenshaw compiled

the results found from the court cases into a theory on Intersectional discrimination.

Considering how the social world is constructed, Crenshaw emphasizes the need to account

for multiple parts of identity when researching marginalized groups (Crenshaw, 1991: 1245).

Instead of, as liberal discourse suggests, breaking away from discrimination, and looking past

these different categories we are prescribed in society there is a need to see these and

therefore also be able to study their impact and also be able to use them for empowerment

(Crenshaw, 1991: 1232). Ignoring that different women face different challenges can

consequently lead to certain groups being marginalized in explanatory factors. Crenshaw

asserts that:

Discrimination, like traffic through an intersection, may flow in one

direction, and it may flow in another. If an accident happens in an intersection, it

can be caused by cars traveling from any number of directions and sometimes

from all of them. Similarly, if a Black woman is harmed because she is in the

intersection, her injury could result from sex discrimination or race

discrimination. (Crenshaw, 1989: 149).

Crenshaw notes that intersectionality holds power as a theory because it captures the

invisibility that exists within class politics, anti-racism and feminism and how these

structures affect and fuel each other. Crenshaw labels these as invisibility as individuals who

do not experience them do not see them. Intersectionality suggests going beyond

identity-based politics to construct a critical framework of multiple forms of inequality,

better equipped to understand how they can be mutually reinforcing and at the same time

raise different, gender, ethnicity, disability and class and age perspectives (Pilcher &

Whelehan, 2017: 83).
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Crenshaws’ work on Intersectionality greatly underpins the sort of Right Wing

Authoritarianism that is utilised throughout this thesis and presented in the following section.

The theoretical claims should therefore be viewed with this section as a background.

4.3 Right Wing Authoritarianism as an Expression

Few studies exist that combine Right Wing Authoritarian theory with gendered dimensions.

Brandt & Henry, (2012: 1301) attributes this lack of research to the fact that the research that

has been done shows little to no difference in men's and women’s tendencies of being

authoritarian. However, these results do not control for that people can change their

authoritarian attitudes, viewing it as a response to a threat rather than a personality trait.

When exposed to threats people can adopt a more authoritarian attitude to manage the feeling

of chaos and unorder that threatens their reality. To point out that stigmatized and oppressed

groups should face threats at a larger extent than non-stigmatized groups is uncontroversial.

By facing consistent psychological threats, members of stigmatized groups therefore adopt

belief systems and become psychologically defensive, consequently becoming more Right

Wing Authoritarian (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1303). One such oppressed group is women.

Brandt & Henrys’ (2012: 1309) study finds that women in more individualistic and gender

unequal societies tend to be more prone to becoming authoritarian than women in societies

with other social structures. In societies with high levels of individuality and gender equality,

men tend to be more authoritarian.

This thesis combines theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism with the theoretical

point of departure in Intersectionality to study Swedes’ opinions on limiting democratic rights

for the sake of security. As Altemeyer (1996), and research built on his Right Wing

Authoritarian theory, shows these tendencies are developed through marginalization and

structures in society that lead individuals to be more prone to lean towards authoritarian

measures when necessary. Underpinning Right Wing Authoritarianism with Intersectionality

is fitting as it emphasises how different marginalizations occur in society and

authoritarianism acknowledges these marginalizations as a valid reason for expressing more

authoritarian views.

Intersectionality makes it evident that situational aspects and dynamics affect people's

lived experiences. Stigmas that tend to make people more authoritarian also differ

contextually (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1302). Therefore, the results in this study can not be

seen as generalizable to other states. Control variables such as educational background, age,
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generational belongings and economic class will be used in the analysis to control for how

other structures in society affect tendencies for authoritarian views that in turn affect the will

to limit democracy for the sake of security. As mentioned, previous research on Right Wing

Authoritarianism has shown little to no difference between men and women on the

psychological scale of authoritarian views. Other demographic relations for the Right Wing

Authoritarian scale have shown that older people tend to be more authoritarian and that less

educated people tend to be more authoritarian. Relations between low intelligence and

scoring higher in psychological studies have also been found (Altemeyer, 1996: 41).

However, these results come from psychological studies. Something that this thesis is not.

Instead, patterns within the Swedish population are studied, similarly to the study done by

Brandt and Henry (2012), rather than Altemeyers' work (1996).

The presented theoretical background provides the thesis with its’ two hypotheses.

Firstly, that women to a larger extent than men should be willing to take security measures to

combat national security. Furthermore, the second hypothesis; the population's will to limit

democracy for the sake of security has grown over time, is presented because of the

triggering aspect in the Right Wing Authoritarian theory presented by Brant and Henry

(2012). The media and political discourse in Sweden has become more security-centered over

time. From the theoretical perspective of Right Wing Authoritarianism as an expression, this

development should lead to people becoming more prone to limit democracy for the sake of

security, over time.
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5. Method
In the following section, the thesis’ method and data are discussed. The operationalisation of

the dependent variables, independent variables and control variables are presented and

discussed based on the utilised data set.

5.1 The Data Set

Each autumn since 1986 the SOM Institute has distributed surveys to a random sample of the

Swedish population. As the Institute’s cumulative dataset is what is going to be utilised in

this thesis, temporal consistency is of utmost importance. Because the aim is to look at

possible changes over time the data needs to be consistent. The SOM Institute’s selection

group has grown over time, however, the method for collecting the data has not changed

since 1986 (Gothenburg University, SOM-Institute, 2023a). The selection of Swedes who

answer the survey each year is randomly selected from The Swedish Tax Agencys’ register.

To be selected to receive the survey the person needs to be between 16 and 90 years old.

However, before 2022 the upper limit was 85 years and the dataset that the thesis uses only

considered data collected up until 2021. Thus, 85 years will be the upper limit considered in

this thesis. If the respondents do not answer the survey they are reminded to do so over a few

months. The SOM Institute expresses that some groups in society are difficult to reach which

results in, on average, half of the selected population answering the survey (Gothenburg

University, SOM-institute, 2023 a). The response frequency has dropped slightly over time.

Today the groups that are hardest to reach are young people and respondents who do not

speak Swedish and live in economically vulnerable areas (Gothenburg University,

SOM-institute, 2023 a).

5.2 Multiple Regression Analysis

This thesis utilises multiple regression analysis to study changes over time in the Swedish

population's attitudes towards limiting democracy for the sake of security. Furthermore, the

method is applied to study which demographic factors that affect the populations' attitude

towards restrictions of democracy to combat security threats. The multiple regression

analyses are carried out in SPSS. The main hypothesis will ultimately show some kind of

bivariate relationship in an initial linear regression analysis between the dependent variables

and the main independent variable. Yet, society is not bivariate, one single factor does not

solely cause something else. Therefore, this thesis will control for other factors and therefore
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utilise multiple regression analyses against seven dependent variables (Kellstedt & Whitten,

2018: 57). Multiple regressions are beneficial for isolating the main independent variables'

impact on the dependent variable. By controlling for other factors the statistical impact can be

somewhat isolated from other explanations (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 183). Consequently,

the equation for multiple regression analysis utilised through SPSS is as follows;

= a + +𝑦
𝑖

𝑗=1

𝑘−1

∑ 𝑏
𝑗
· 𝑥

𝑗,𝑖
𝑒
𝑖

To compare causal mechanisms between different independent variables will not be carried

out in this thesis. Firstly, this would only be possible if all the variables were expressed in the

same values or standardized (Kellstedt & Whitten, 2018: 225). Secondly, comparing the

explanatory values of independent variables should be seen as subordinate in multiple

regression analyses as the main aim is to see how well the main independent variable can

explain variation in the dependent variable when controlling for other factors (Teorell &

Svensson, 2007: 199). For the purpose of this thesis, the variables have therefore not been

standardized as the purpose is to see if gender affects people's attitudes towards security

measures when controlling for other demographic attributes.

5.3 Descriptive Statistics

In addition to the linear regressions and multiple regression analyses utilised in the study,

descriptive statistics are presented. The data is presented through descriptive statistics to give

an overview of the percentages of respondents who agree with the statements concerning the

different security methods to the fullest. Descriptives aid in the visualization of large samples

of data. Furthermore, the simplification of data allows for it to be displayed in an

understandable and meaningful way before using it in multiple regression analyses

(Stehlik-Barry & Babinec, 2017: 197).

Moreover, the independent variables in this study are not measured at the same

interval, descriptive statistics are used to visualize the difference in attitudes towards security

measures (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 199). Furthermore, the descriptives aid in comparing

the attitudes between the different security measures to indicate if some measures receive

more support than others.
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5.4 Operationalisation

The following section presents the different variables utilised in the thesis.

Operationalisation, in essence, is the measurement of a theoretical concept or phenomenon

that from the outset is not immediately measurable. An operationalisation should define

theory in a way that makes it measurable at the same time as it aligns with the initial notion.

If the variable used does not correspond with what it intends to measure the risks of low

validity are high (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 55f). The dependent variables are

operationalised based on Dahls' definition of polyarchal democracy. Specifically, the

variables represent security measures that to varying degrees infringe on democracy. Right

Wing Authoritarianism, or stigmatized groups as an explanatory factor for taking

authoritarian measures, is operationalised by gender. People who are more authoritarian in

their tendencies should be more willing to implement these security measures for combating

security threats, even though it infringes on their democratic rights (Brandt & Henry, 2012:

1302).

This thesis utilises a different set of dependent variables than Persson & Widmalm

(2023), who use a set of crises to study Swedes' view on democracy which will not be used in

this thesis. Instead, a set of security measures will be studied. The reason for doing so is

twofold. Firstly, the variables used in Persson & Widmalms’ study are not accessible for

student theses. Secondly, the chosen dependent variables correlate with security measures

that, if implemented, would turn Sweden into something else than a polyarchal democracy as

defined by Dahl (2000: 90).

5.5 Dependent Variables

Seven dependent variables are used to get a more nuanced picture of the situation in Sweden.

Some of these measures are more extreme than others. The analysed security measures are;

Camera Surveillance, Telephone Tapping, Registration of Citizens' Opinions, Screening of

Mail and Parcels, Censorship of Media, Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations and,

Surveillance of Telephone and Data Traffic. The variables are chosen based on the fact that

they represent giving up democratic rights for the sake of security. Therefore, using this

number of dependent variables can elucidate trends over several security measures that limit

democracy to different extents. The variables are based on a part of the question battery by

the SOM Institute that asks respondents; “Which of the following methods do you think

should be available to combat security threats against Sweden’s national security?”

(SOM-Institute, 2022: 421). Then, seven security measures are presented and respondents are
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asked to indicate how allowed they think they should be. 1 - Should always be available for

use, 2 - Should be available for use, but only in exceptional cases, 3 - Should never be

available, 4 - No opinion. The answers are then coded into responding variable values.

Further, respondents who do not answer the question, give several responses or are not asked

the question are coded into values ranging from 96 to 99.

Before using the variables in SPSS for regression analyses the variables are recoded,

recoding variables with the values 96 to 99 into System Missing (Sysmiss) in SPSS for them

to not skew the results. If the values were to be kept in the results would be largely skewed

into a positive result. Variable value 4, no opinion, is also recoded into System Missing as

people can answer that they have no opinion for many reasons. Therefore, it can not be

inherent what this value stands for. Furthermore, the scale is inverted. This measure is taken

as I find it more intuitive to have the value 3 as the most willing to always use the security

measure, instead of it holding the value 1. A higher number in the regression analysis will

therefore indicate a greater willingness to use the security measure to combat security threats.

Consequently, variable values for the dependent variables are after recoding:

1 - Should never be available to use.

2 - Should be available for use, but only in exceptional cases.

3 - Should always be available for use.

The dependent variables have been chosen as they operationalise measures that to

varying degrees would limit democratic rights in Sweden. As the questions have been asked

over several years, in 2002, 2008, 2013 and 2017 they indicate how the shift in attitudes has

progressed, if it has progressed.

Table 1. Summary of dependent variables.

Security
Measure

Camera
Surveillance

Telephone
Tapping

Registration
of Opinions

Screening
of Mail
and
Parcels

Censorship
of Media

Banning of
demonstrations

Surveillance of
telephone/data
traffic to/from
Sweden

Codebook
Name

ga100a ga100b ga100c ga100d ga100e ga100f ga100g

Cases 5 352 5 272 4 876 5 155 4 994 5 099 3 751

Temporal
Coverage

2002-2017 2002-2017 2002-2017 2002-2017 2002-2017 2002-2017 2008-2017

Variable
Values

1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3 1, 2, 3
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5.6 Independent Variable

5.6.1 Gender

The variable used for measuring gender's impact on the attitude towards limiting democratic

rights for the sake of security is #sex: Gender. If an answer is not given, the respondents’ data

is supplemented with information from the population register. The answers are coded into

variable values in the following way; 1 - Woman, 2 - Man, 3 - Blank and 99 - No Response

(SOM-Institute, 2022: 905).

Before using the variable in the regression analyses it is recoded to fit the purpose of

the thesis. The variable has been recoded into a dummy variable, also known as an indicator

variable, where the value 0 stands for Man and 1 for Woman (Kellstedt & Whitten, 2018:

247). This has been done as the first hypothesis of this thesis is that women are more willing

to limit democratic freedoms through the studied security measures. Therefore, a positive

result in the regression analysis will indicate that women are more willing than men to take

these security measures.

One could critique the SOM-institutes binary divide of women and men for the

respondents answering the survey. As well as that when respondents do not answer, data from

the Swedish Tax Agency is used. The binary view on sex/gender will not be further discussed

in this thesis. However, the variable and following regression analyses results should be

viewed as an expression of legal gender. Still, legal gender largely influences experiences in

society, among other predetermined and ascribed categories (Crenshaw, 1989: 144).

Therefore, it will be used to operationalise Right Wing authoritarianism as the foundation for

testing the hypotheses. This result should also hold when controlling for other factors.

5.7 Control Variables

The control variables are chosen based on previous research. Control variables are often

added to quantitative research to see if there are underlying factors that affect the correlation

between x and y. Furthermore, they can be used to find the causal mechanisms as to why x

effects y or to find other causal factors to improve the explanation as to why the dependent

variable varies (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 204). However, as the independent variable in this

research is gender, underlying factors that affect both gender and attitudes towards security

measures are hard to come by. In that case, control variables are often based on previous

research and to see if other values hold greater explanatory value. Furthermore, control

variables are chosen based on avoiding omitted variable bias. This bias would emerge if the
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research fails to include variables that do belong in the regression model (Kellstedt &

Whitten, 2018: 243). Therefore, the chosen control variables are based on which variables are

used in Persson and Widmalm’s (2023) research. Other demographic categories are therefore

added below. To see if these instead capture, or cancel out, a potential covariation between

the independent variable and the dependent variables.

5.7.1 Age Category

The variable controls for respondents belonging to age groups at the time of the survey. The

question has been asked since the surveys started in 1986. Respondents are asked which year

they were born and then placed into four different age categories. These are then coded into

different variable values. Age groups and corresponding values are; 1: 16-29 years, 2: 30-49

years, 3: 50-64 years, and 4: 65 - upwards (SOM-Institute, 2022: 915). Respondents that are

missing answers hold 99 as a value. Therefore, the variable has been recoded, holding

everything else constant but changing the value 99 to System missing not to skew the result.

After recoding, 16 4923 units of analysis are left. Worth noting is that the same data and the

same question are used in several variables but recoded into other values. Instead of a

four-point scale, there are variables with up to a nine-point scale (SOM-Institute, 2022: 103).

For the purpose of this thesis, the four-point scale is utilized as it correlates with previous

research (Persson & Widmalm, 2023: 46).

5.7.2 Educational Attainment

Educational attainment is measured on a three-point scale. Respondents are asked: “What is

your education? If you haven’t completed your education, please state the education you are

currently pursuing.” (SOM-Institue, 2022: 883). In the dataset, other variables are also

available concerning educational background. However, the chosen variable contains values

for all years and therefore it has been chosen. Furthermore, the variable has been chosen as it

can be said to hold some equidistant, contrary to other variables available to measure

educational background. The variable values are based on many ways that respondents can

answer and are constructed from other variables depending on which year the survey was

answered. The chosen variable can therefore be seen as a constructed summary of educational

attainment, capturing all answers independent of which year it was answered. Responses are

coded into three different values with the labels: Low (comprehensive school grades 1-9 or

less), Medium (above comprehensive school grades 1-9 but not university) or High (studies

at/degree from university/university college) (SOM-Institute, 2022: 887). These are coded

26



into corresponding values ranging from 1 to 3. Where no response is given the value 99 is

assigned. This has led to the variable being recoded before this thesis to remove values 99,

changing these into system missing to not skew the results. When removing units with the

value 99 and others labelled beforehand as system missing, 159 393 cases are left for

analysis. Thus, when combining the variable with other control variables and the dependent

variable a loss of data does not appear.

5.7.3 Income

Income is measured on a three-point scale. It is a constructed variable, based on other

variables that have been asked over different years. The wording of the question has changed

over time, but respondents are essentially asked how large their annual salary is before tax.

The question has been asked since 1986 until 2021. The answers have thereafter been coded

into three variable values to represent approximately equal sizes of the population. Variables

with corresponding values are; Low (1), Medium (2) and High (3). Respondents are coded

into different categories based on yearly salary and their salary compared to other

respondents (SOM-institute, 2022: 886). Therefore the variable better represents respondents’

relative income seen to the population, instead of the actual monetary salary. The variable is

recoded before using it in this thesis. Values 96, 97 and 98 are removed to not skew the

results. After recoding, 151 364 cases are left for analysis.

5.7.4 Political Affiliation

To control for political affiliation a categorical variable is used where respondents are asked

which political party that they like the most. The question has been asked since 1986 and

every year since. The ability to answer the Sweden Democrats was added in 2008

(SOM-institute, 2022: 209). The variable is recoded for this thesis, removing values that

indicate that the question was not answered by respondents, 99, 98, and 97. Additionally,

values for; Other Party, Sjukvårdspartiet, New Democracy, Pirate Party and Feminist

Initiative are removed as so few have answered these alternatives. As the variable is recoded

it has been rescaled to fit a classic left-right political scale. As a result, the values of the

variable are as follows; 1 - Left Party, 2 - Social Democrats, 3 - Green Party, 4 - Centre Party,

5 - Liberal Party, 6 - Moderate Party, 7 - Christian Democrats, and 8 - Sweden Democrats.

After recoding, 144767 cases are left for analysis.
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5.7.5 Immigrant Background

To control for immigrant background a variable based on respondents’ answers to where they

primarily grew up will be utilised. The question has been asked since 1993. Respondents are

able to specify different parts within Sweden as well as various places outside Sweden

(SOM-institute, 2022: 897). For the purpose of this thesis, the variable has been recoded into

a dummy variable where 0 represents answers within Sweden and 1 for answers outside of

Sweden. Values that stand for the lack of an answer have been recoded into System missing

to not skew the result. After recoding, 139997 cases are left.

28



6. Results & Analysis
The following chapter presents results from analyses carried out in SPSS against the

presented material. First, descriptive statistics are presented that represent the percentages of

respondents who agree with the implementation of the security measures. It is followed by

multiple regression analyses and graphs regarding each security measure. Right Wing

Authoritarianism is applied as the explanatory framework against the results as well as the

findings compared to the previous research.

6.1 Descriptive Statistics of the Sample

To demonstrate an overview of respondents’ attitudes towards the different security measures

the following descriptive statistics are presented. Then, the results are summarized and an

initial analysis of the results is carried out. These descriptive statistics provide an overview of

Swedes’ attitudes towards different security measures broken into percentages and categories.

Only respondents who have chosen to answer that the security measures always should be

allowed have been included. This has been done from a theoretical standpoint. Thinking that

security methods should be allowed in extraordinary cases can not be considered

authoritarian (Altemeyer, 1996). Consequently, only respondents who have answered that it

always should be allowed can be said to express authoritarian tendencies.
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Table 2.
Percentage of the respondents that think that the security measures always should be allowed to
combat security threats against Sweden’s national security.

Camera
Surveillance

Telephone
Tapping

Registration
of Opinions

Screening of
mail/parcels

Censorship
of media

Banning of
meetings &
demonstrations

Surveillance of
data to/from
Sweden

Women 64% 21% 8% 28% 9% 8% 20%

Men 60% 26% 7% 25% 5% 6% 22%

Left Party 45% 12% 5% 18% 5% 5% 11%

Social
democrats

59% 21% 7% 25% 9% 8% 19%

Green Party 50% 13% 5% 20% 3% 5% 11%

Centre Party 70% 25% 7% 26% 5% 4% 21%

Liberal
Party

57% 22% 5% 22% 5% 6% 20%

Moderate
Party

70% 27% 8% 27% 6% 6% 22%

Christian
Democrats

63% 28% 7% 28% 11% 10% 26%

Swedish
Democrats

79% 43% 16% 45% 6% 10% 36%

Low
Education

67% 32% 13% 32% 13% 13% 31%

Middle
Education

62% 24% 8% 27% 7% 7% 20%

High
Education

60% 18% 4% 21% 3% 3% 16%

Immigrant
Background

64% 18% 12% 30% 8% 7% 19%

16-29 45% 12% 7% 22% 6% 7% 11%

30-49 59% 22% 7% 26% 6% 6% 19%

50-64 67% 26% 9% 28% 7% 6% 22%

65- 70% 29% 8% 28% 8% 10% 26%

Literal Question: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats

against Sweden's national security? (SOM-Institue, 2022: 47)

6.1.1 Camera Surveillance

The descriptive statistics in Table 2 concerning camera surveillance differ from the other

statistics in some ways. In general, respondents tend to be positive towards camera
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surveillance as a method for combating threats against national security. A higher percentage

of women than men think that camera surveillance should always be allowed, at 64% versus

60%.

Furthermore, sympathisers of the Sweden Democrats are the ones when it comes to

party affiliation who are the most positive towards camera surveillance, at 79%. On the other

side of the political spectrum, only 45% of Left Party sympathisers think that camera

surveillance always should be allowed.

The percentages of respondents who think that camera surveillance always should be

allowed do not vary a lot depending on educational background. There is a moderate

correlation between having a lower education and thinking that camera surveillance always

should be allowed, where 67% hold this as their view. Compared to 60% of respondents with

high education answered that it always should be allowed.

64% of people with immigrant backgrounds think that camera surveillance always

should be allowed. Age categories within the sample indicate a correlation between being

older and thinking that camera surveillance always should be allowed to combat threats

against national security.

In general, camera surveillance is the one security measure that has the highest

percentage of respondents thinking that it always should be allowed compared to the other

democracy-limiting security methods.

6.1.2 Telephone Tapping

More men than women think that telephone tapping always should be allowed at 26% versus

21%. Again, respondents that sympathise with the Sweden Democrats are the ones with the

highest percentage in regard to thinking that the security measure always should be allowed

compared to other party sympathisers, with 43%. Left Party sympathisers are again the ones

with the lowest number of respondents thinking it always should be allowed, with only 12%.

The same tendencies as in the case of camera surveillance are elucidated here when it

comes to educational background, as 32% of respondents with low education think telephone

tapping always should be allowed, and only 18% of people with high education. 18% of

people with immigrant backgrounds think that telephone tapping always should be allowed.

The age categories indicate the same kind of correlation between age and attitude

towards the surveillance measure as camera surveillance. Where a larger percentage of older

respondents are more positive towards allowing telephone tapping than younger people.
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6.1.3 Registration of Citizens’ Opinions

In Table 2, the statistics indicate that more women than men are positive towards allowing

registration of citizens' opinions, with 9% of women holding that opinion and 5% of men.

Respondents that align with the Sweden Democrats are, once again, the party

sympathisers with the highest percentage. With 16% thinking that the security methods

always should be allowed to combat security threats. Supporters of the Left Party, Green

Party and Liberal Party all hold the lowest percentage with 5% agreeing with the statement.

12% of people with an immigrant background agree with the statement. The difference

between age categories does not vary to a large extent.

6.1.4 Screening of mail and parcels

More women than men agree that screening of mail and parcels always should be allowed to

combat security threats against national security. With 28% of women and 25% of men

agreeing with the statement.

As with the previous security measures, the Sweden Democrats sympathisers are the

ones with the highest percentage of respondents that think screening of mail and parcels

always should be allowed, 45%. Left Party sympathizers are the ones with the lowest

percentage at 18%.

Trends described previously continue when it comes to educational backgrounds as

well. People with lower education are more positive about the security measure. 30% of

respondents with an immigrant background think that screening of mail and parcels always

should be allowed. Again there is a correlation between being older and being more positive

towards the security method.

6.1.5 Censorship of the Press, Radio and TV

As seen in Table 2, 9% of women agree that censorship of the press, radio and TV always

should be allowed to combat threats against national security. 5% of men agree with the

statement. Attitudes towards censorship of the media differ from the previous security

measures in regard to party affiliation. 11% of sympathisers with the Christian Democrats

agree with the statement, being the highest when looking at party affiliation. Only 3% of

Green party sympathizers agree with the statement, being the fewest. 8% of respondents with

immigrant backgrounds agree with the statement. The previous results continue when it

comes to educational background as well as age.

32



6.1.6 Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations

More women than men agree that banning meetings and demonstrations always should be

allowed to combat threats against national security. 9% of women think that the security

method should be allowed versus 5% of men. Respondents who sympathise with the Sweden

Democrats and Christian Democrats are the ones with the highest percentage when it comes

to party affiliation, both at 10%. Only 4% of sympathisers of the Centre Party agree that

banning meetings and demonstrations always should be allowed to combat security threats,

being the lowest out of party affiliation.

The previous trend of higher education resulting in fewer respondents agreeing with

the statement continues when it comes to this security method as well. 7% of respondents

with immigrant backgrounds agree with the statement. Again, the age categories indicate that

older people have a higher percentage of agreeing that the security measure should be

allowed, whereas 10% of people over 65 years agree that it always should be allowed to

combat security threats against national security.

6.1.7 Surveillance of Telephone and Data Traffic to/from Sweden

In regard to surveillance of telephone/data trafficking to and from Sweden, 22% of men agree

that it always should be allowed to combat security threats and 20% of women agree.

As with most of the other security measures, sympathisers of the Sweden Democrats

are the ones with the highest percentage that think it always should be allowed, 36%. Both

11% of the sympathizers to the Green Party and the Left Party agree that it always should be

allowed, therefore being the lowest in relation to party affiliation.

The correlation between lower educational background and more respondents

thinking that security measures always should be allowed can be found when it comes to

surveillance of telephone/data traffic as well. 31% of respondents with low education agreed

with the statement and 16% of respondents with high education.

19% of respondents with an immigrant background agree with the statement. Once

again, the older the respondents, the higher the percentage of them answering that the

measure always should be allowed to combat security threats.

6.1.8 Concluding Remarks on Descriptive Statistics

Some concluding remarks regarding Table 2 are needed before moving forward with the

multiple regression analyses for each security method. Among the varying security measures,

camera surveillance stands out as the measure that consistently has a high percentage of
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respondents thinking that it always should be allowed to combat security threats against

national security. The security measures that receive the least support are; Banning of

meetings and demonstrations, registration of citizens' opinions, and censorship of the media.

As camera surveillance does not infringe directly on polyarchal democracy as defined by

Dahl (2000:90) the results from Table 2 elucidate that there is nuance to how willing the

Swedish population is to limit democracy for the sake of security. The security measures that

received the least support, all directly infringe on aspects of polyarchal democracy. Freedom

of expression, access to alternative sources of information, and associational autonomy are all

directly limited if these security measures were to be implemented (Dahl, 2000: 90).

Sympathisers of the Sweden Democrats stand out as the ones with the highest

percentage thinking that many of the security measures always should be allowed to combat

threats when dividing the respondents based on party affiliation. There also seems to be some

kind of correlation between respondents' educational background and their attitude towards

the different security measures, where people with lower educational attainments are more

prone to say that they always should be allowed.

However, these primary results are solely descriptive. To isolate the different

demographic factors' effect on attitudes towards security measures multiple regression

analyses are presented below. Furthermore, to study the shift over time in attitudes towards

these security measures graphs are utilised. These results, together with the results from the

descriptive statistics are analyzed and the theoretical framework is applied.

6.2 Regression Analyses Results

6.2.1 Camera Surveillance

The results in Table 3, Model 1, exhibit a positive relationship between being a woman and

wanting to allow camera surveillance of public places for the sake of combating threats

against national security. The coefficient is significant at the 99.9% confidence level. Thus,

the hypothesis that women are more willing than men to limit democracy for the sake of

security stands. It is still significant at the 99.9% confidence level that there is a positive

relationship between being a woman and being more positive towards camera surveillance

when controlling for other demographic factors. In model 2, the initial relationship between

gender and attitude towards camera surveillance is strengthened. This indicates that one of

the other variables is a suppressor variable. Meaning, that when it is not controlled for the
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suppressor variable subdues the initial relationship (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 194).

Furthermore, the control variable age is significant at the 99.9% confidence level. Indicating

that the older a person is, the more positive they are towards camera surveillance of public

places when controlling for the other variables. Moreover, Household Income and Party

Affiliation are statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level, showing that when

controlling for the other variables, people with higher income are more positive towards

camera surveillance as a security measure. The further to the right one considers oneself to be

politically, the more positive towards camera surveillance one is.

Model 2 in Table 3 demonstrates support for the hypothesis that women to a larger

degree than men will limit their democratic rights for a sense of security when it comes to

camera surveillance. Even though the wording in the question is in regard to national security,

camera surveillance of public places could affect peoples’ lived experience in their

day-to-day lives. As women experience more threats and stigmatization in society, they

therefore could feel secure if there was camera surveillance of public places. Thus, their

experiences make them more likely to enforce authoritarian measures (Brandt & Henry,

2013: 1309). Wagnsson, Olsson and Nielsen’s (2020: 797) results demonstrate men's and

women’s different approaches to security and how women to a larger extent take a personal

point of departure when discussing security. Consequently, the multiple regression analysis

indicates that camera surveillance of public places could leave women feeling more secure in

their lives as they face psychological threats, even if the question is phrased in relation to

national security.
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Table 3.

Combat Security Threat: Camera Surveillance of Public Places
Model 1 Model 2

Women 0.054***
(0.015)

0.085***
(0.014)

Age 0.085***
(0.007)

Educational
Background

-0.033**
(0.011)

Household
Income

0.046***
(0.010)

Immigrant
Background

0.031
(0.027)

Party Affiliation 0.034***
(0.003)

Intercept 2.570 2.144
N 5352 5352
R2 (adj) 0.002 0.054
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Camera surveillance of public places (SOM-Institute, 2022:
47).

Graph 1 indicates that hypothesis 2, the will to limit democracy for the sake of security has

grown over time, holds in regard to camera surveillance as a measure to combat threats

against national security. The mean, for both men and women, has grown over time. The

results derived from the graph combined with the regression analysis, indicate that

stigmatized groups express more positive attitudes towards the democracy infringing security

measure. This aligns with the theoretical standpoint of Brandt and Henry (2012). Even

though the security mode has changed over time in Sweden, women have always held a

higher mean than men, as seen in Graph 1, concerning camera surveillance. Indicating that

systematic stigmatization and threats in society affect views on democracy limiting security

measures (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1303).
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Graph 1. Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Camera Surveillance as a measure to combat threats

against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)

6.2.2 Telephone Tapping

Table 4, Model 1 demonstrates a negative relationship between the gender variable and being

more positive towards telephone tapping as a security measure. The results are statistically

significant at the 99% confidence level. Indicating that when just controlling for gender, men

are more prone to thinking that Telephone tapping should be allowed to combat security

threats.

However, when adding the control variables the relationship loses statistical

significance. Indicating that the result in model 1 is spurious (Teorell & Svensson, 2007:

193). In Model 2, age, educational background, immigrant background, and party affiliation

are statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level when controlling for the other

demographic factors. A respondent having a higher age therefore entails being more positive

towards telephone tapping when controlling for the other factors. Having a lower educational

background leads to being positive towards the measure, as well as not having an immigrant

background, and sympathizing with a right-leaning party. As more right-leaning parties in

Sweden tend to plead for more law and order, this result could indicate an expression of
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Altemeyers’ claim that authoritarians hold strong beliefs in forceful laws (Altemeyer, 1996:

10). However, as a relationship between being a woman and being more positive towards

telephone tapping can not be found, support for hypothesis 1 is not found. Thus, the view of

authoritarianism as an expression for women to combat a sense of insecurity is therefore not

supported in relation to telephone tapping.

Table 4.
Combat Security Threat: Telephone Tapping

Model 1 Model 2
Women -0.43**

(0.015)
-0.011
(0.015)

Age 0.063***
(0.007)

Educational
Background

-0.059***
(0.011)

Household
Income

0.029**
(0.010)

Immigrant
Background

-0.131***
(0.027)

Party Affiliation 0.033***
(0.003)

Intercept 2.184 2.085
N 5272 5272
R2 (adj) 0.001 0.048
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Telephone Tapping (SOM-Institute, 2022: 47).

Even though gender's effect on attitudes towards telephone tapping is shown to be spurious in

Table 4, it is still interesting to study how the difference between men and women looks over

time. In Graph 2 the results demonstrate that, most of the years, men hold a higher mean than

women when it comes to telephone tapping. Moreover, Graph 2 shows that there is no strong

correlation between time and the will to limit democratic rights. Therefore, hypothesis 2 can

not be seen as supported against the results of telephone tapping as the dependent variable.

Contradictory to the Right Wing Authoritarian theoretical claims on stigmatized groups

expressing more authoritarian views (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1303).
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Graph 2.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Telephone tapping as a measure to combat threats
against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)

6.2.3 Registration of Citizens’ Opinions

The initial linear regression analysis in Table 5, Model 1, indicates no relationship between

being a woman and thinking that registration of citizens’ opinions should be allowed to

combat threats against national security. In Model 2 though, a positive coefficient

demonstrates that being a woman affects thinking that the security measure should be

allowed. The results indicate that one of the control variables acts as a suppressor variable for

the initial results in Model 1 (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 193). The result is statistically

significant at the 95% confidence level when controlling for age, educational background,

household income, immigrant background and party affiliation.

Model 2 elucidates that age, educational background and party affiliation all are

statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level when controlling for each other and the

other control variables. The age result elucidates that the younger a person is the more

positive they are towards registrations of citizens' opinions as a security measure.

Furthermore, the negative coefficient for educational background demonstrates that a lower

educational background affects the opinion of registration of citizens’ opinions variable in a

positive way. Additionally, people who sympathise with more right leaning parties hink that
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registration of citizens’ opinions should be allowed to combat security threats against the

national security of Sweden to a larger degree. Immigrant background affects the dependent

variable in a positive sense, the result is statistically significant at the 95% confidence level.

Indicating that people with an immigrant background are more positive towards the security

measure.

Table 5.
Combat Security Threat: Registration of Citizens’ Opinions

Model 1 Model 2
Women 0.007

(0.018)
0.036*
(0.18)

Age -0.031***
(0.009)

Educational
Background

-0.131***
(0.013)

Household
Income

-0.021
(0.013)

Immigrant
Background

0.1**
(0.034)

Party Affiliation 0.038***
(0.004)

Intercept 1.517 1.661
N 4876 4876
R2 (adj) 0.00 0.039
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Swedens’ national security? - Registration of Citizens Opinions (SOM-Institute, 2022: 47).

Graph 3 can not be said to support hypothesis 2 as the means for both men and women do not

consistently increase over time in relation to registration of citizens’ opinions as a security

method. However, overall it has gone up over time if one compares 2002 and 2017.

Something happened in 2008 and 2013 to make the mean for both men and women dip

drastically. As the results in Table 5, Model 2 suggests, gender has an effect on people's

attitude towards registration of citizens' opinions, something that can be seen in Graph 3 as

well. Women hold a larger mean than men in every year of the survey except for 2013. This

indicates that even when the general security mode in society is lower, women are more

authoritarian than men.

It should be noted that registration of citizens' opinions is one of the more serious

security measures examined in this thesis. The measure greatly inflicts on Dahls’ (2000: 90)

definition of polyarchal democracy. Especially infringing on the right for citizens to express
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their opinions without risk of punishment. Right Wing Authoritarianism holds an explanatory

value when interpreting the results in Table 5. Being a woman leads to having more positive

opinions towards the security measure. The stigmatization and psychological threats seem to

spill over to this opinion as well. The claim is also underpinned by the results of immigrant

background that show a positive result ( Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1309).

Even though the means in Graph 3 are lower than in some of the other graphs, there

are still people who think that registration of citizens’ opinions should be allowed. A

tendency also is demonstrated in the descriptive statistics in Table 2. Authoritarian people

tend to want to protect the status quo (Altemeyer, 1998: 53). However, if they believe that a

change in society would benefit the greater good, in this case of the state, they are willful in

implementing changes (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1302).

Graph 3.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Registration of Citizens’ Opinions as a measure to
combat threats against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)

6.2.4 Screening of Mail and Parcels

In Table 6, Model 1 the results of the linear regression indicate that gender has an effect on

the opinion of screening of mail and parcels to combat threats against national security. The

results indicate that women to a larger extent than men think that it should be allowed, the
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results are statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level. When controlling for other

demographic factors in Model 2, the result stands. Therefore, when controlling for other

factors, women are to a larger extent positive towards the security measure, the results are

significant at the 99.9% confidence level. The results are suppressed in the initial model,

indicating that one of the control variables is a suppressor variable (Teorell & Svensson,

2007: 193). Educational background has a negative effect on the dependent variable.

Indicating that lower educational attainments correlate with a more positive response towards

screening of mail and parcels when controlling for other demographic factors. The results are

significant at the 99.9% confidence level. Party affiliation has an effect on opinion towards

screening of mail and parcels. Model 2 elucidates that the more right-leaning politically, the

more positive towards the security measure. This result is also significant at the 99.9%

confidence level. The compiled results from Table 6 demonstrate support for hypothesis 1,

that women to a larger extent than men will accept democracy limiting measures when

controlling for other demographic factors.

Table 6.
Combat Security Threat: Screening of Mail and Parcels

Model 1 Model 2
Women 0.058***

(0.016)
0.078***
(0.016)

Age 0.009
(0.008)

Educational
Background

-0.068***
(0.012)

Household
Income

0.00
(0.012)

Immigrant
Background

0.037
(0.03)

Party Affiliation 0.024***
(0.004)

Intercept 2.117 2.101
N 5155 5155
R2 (adj) 0.002 0.017
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Screening of mail and parcels (SOM-Institute, 2022: 47).

As Graph 4 elucidates, the opinions of men and women towards screening of mail and parcels

have changed over time. Since 2008 the mean for both men and women has grown.

Furthermore, over time women hold a higher mean than men, a result that is underpinned by
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both the multiple regression analysis and the descriptive statistics. Overall, based on the

results in Figure 4, hypothesis 2 can therefore be said to be supported as the positive opinion

concerning screening of mail and parcels as a measure to combat threats against national

security has grown over time, even if a notable dip can be identified in 2008.

The accumulated results from Table 6 and Graph 4 indicate that women, as a

stigmatized group, endure psychological threats throughout their lives which leads to them

adopting defensive and authoritarian beliefs that are expressed in attitudes towards security

measures that limit democracy (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1303). The results regarding

educational background indicate that even if Right Wing Authoritarianism is viewed as a

response to threat rather than an inherent personality trait, the results align with Altemeyers’

studies that indicated a positive relationship between lower educational attainment and more

authoritarian views, which in this thesis is expressed in limiting democracy (1996: 41).

Graph 4.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Screening of mail and parcels as a measure to combat
threats against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)

43



6.2.5 Censorship of the Press, Radio and TV

The results presented in Table 7, Model 1, indicate that gender has an effect on opinions

concerning censorship of media as a measure to combat security threats against national

security. The results elucidate that, when not controlling for anything else, women are more

positive towards the security measure than men. The result is statistically significant at the

99.9% confidence level. When controlling for other demographic factors, the results remain

statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level. Furthermore, educational background

and household income have negative effects on opinions regarding censorship of media as a

measure to combat security threats when controlling for the other variables. Lastly, party

affiliation has a positive coefficient. These results are all significant at the 99% confidence

level. Indicating that, when controlling for the other factors, people who affiliate with more

right leaning parties are more positive towards censorship of the media as a measure to

combat threats towards national security. Against the results in Table 7, hypothesis 1 can be

said to be proven again, as women are more positive towards the security measure when

controlling for other demographic factors.

Table 7.
Combat Security Threat: Censorship of the Press, Radio and TV

Model 1 Model 2
Women 0.158***

(0.017)
0.180***
(0.016)

Age -0.009
(0.008)

Educational
Background

-0.177***
(0.012)

Household
Income

-0.074***
(0.012)

Immigrant
Background

0.045
(0.031)

Party Affiliation 0.011**
(0.004)

Intercept 1.291 1.760
N 4994 4994
R2 (adj) 0.017 0.081
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Censoring of the press, radio and TV. (SOM-Institute, 2022:
47).
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Hypothesis 2 can not be seen as supported in regard to censorship of the press, radio and TV

based on the results presented in Graph 5. However, the results from Table 7, in support of

hypothesis 1 are seen visually in Graph 5 as it becomes evident that women are more positive

towards the measure than men. These results can be seen consistently throughout each year.

The results from Table 7 and Graph 5 lend mixed support for the hypotheses. In

contrast to the majority of the other security measures, the attitudes towards censorship of

media have reduced over time. The security mode can therefore not be said to lead to more

authoritarian expression from either men or women that then lead to measures that limit

democracy, contrary to theory on Right Wing Authoritarianism. However, Table 7 and Graph

5 lend support to Right Wing Authoritarianisms’ theoretical claims as an explanation as to

why women support the security measures consistently more than men (Brandt & Henry,

2012: 1302).

Graph 5.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Censorship of the Press, Radio and TV as a measure to
combat threats against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)
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6.2.6 Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations

Regarding banning meetings and demonstrations as a measure to combat security threats,

Model 1 indicates that there is a correlation between being a woman and having a more

positive opinion towards the security measure. When controlling for nothing else, the results

are statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level. In Table 8, Model 2, the results for

gender stands, still at the 99.9% confidence level when controlling for other demographic

factors. Furthermore, educational background demonstrates a negative coefficient, indicating

that lower educational attainments have a positive effect on opinions concerning banning of

meetings and demonstrations. These results are statistically significant at the 99.9%

confidence level when controlling for the other factors. Additionally, party affiliation and

household income have statistically significant coefficients at 95% confidence levels when

controlling for the other variables. Indicating that people who align with more right leaning

parties are more positive towards banning meetings and demonstrations as a method to

combat security threats. As well as people who have a lower household income. The analysis

presented in Table 8 lends support for hypothesis 1 as women are more positive towards

banning of meetings and demonstrations than men when controlling for the other

demographic factors.

Table 8.
Combat Security Threat: Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations

Model 1 Model 2
Gender 0.118***

(0.017)
0.142***
(0.017)

Age 0.014
(0.009)

Educational
Background

-0.138***
(0.013)

Household
Income

-0.024*
(0.012)

Immigrant
Background

-0.032
(0.032)

Party Affiliation 0.01*
(0.004)

Intercept 1.505 1.808
N 5099 5099
R2 (adj) 0.009 0.041
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations (SOM-Institute, 2022:
47).
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Support for hypothesis 2 can not be said to be inconclusive from the result in graph 6. The

support has grown since 2013 but reduced before that. However, the graph clearly

demonstrates that women are more positive towards the security measure over time. Similar

to many of the other results. Similarly to registration of citizens' opinions, banning of

meetings and demonstrations is one of the most democracy infringing security measures

presented to the respondents. The mean is lower than for screening of mail and parcels, which

could be an indicator that when faced with a security measure that is more clearly democracy

limiting, people are more apprehensive. Banning of meetings and demonstrations largely

infringe on established norms in Swedish society. The tendency for conventionalism for

authoritarian people is demonstrated here as the result elucidates less support for security

measures that to a great extent challenge laws and norms (Altemeyer, 1996: 11).

Graph 6.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Banning of Meetings and Demonstrations as a measure
to combat threats against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)
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6.2.7 Surveillance of Telephone and Data Traffic to/from Sweden

As seen in Model 1, Table 9, gender has no effect on opinions regarding the surveillance of

telephone and data traffic to and from Sweden as a security measure. However, when

controlling for other demographic factors gender has a positive coefficient showing that

women to a larger extent than men agree that the security method should be allowed to

combat threats against national security. The results are statistically significant at the 99%

confidence level. Additionally, Model 2 elucidates that age has a positive coefficient, at the

99.9% confidence level, indicating that when controlling for the other factors, older people

tend to be more positive towards the measure. Lower educational attainment affects opinion

on the security measure as well as people leaning more to the right politically thinking that

the measures should be allowed at the 99.9% confidence level when controlling for the other

factors. Lastly, immigrant background demonstrates a negative coefficient, meaning that

when controlling for the other demographic factors, people with a Swedish background are

more prone to thinking the measure should be allowed than people with an immigrant

background, the result is statistically significant at the 95% confidence level. Hypothesis 1

receives support with model 2 as the backdrop.

Table 9.
Combat Security Threat: Surveillance of Telephone/Data Traffic to/from Sweden

Model 1 Model 2
Women 0.014

(0.21)
0.054**
(0.021)

Age 0.07***
(0.011)

Educational
Background

-0.087***
(0.016)

Household
Income

0.004
(0.014)

Immigrant
Background

-0.093*
(0.039)

Party Affiliation 0.039***
(0.005)

Intercept 1.989 1.908
N 3751 3751
R2 (adj) 0.00 0.045
*P<0,05,**P<0,01, ***P<0,001
Question asked: Which of the following methods do you think should be available to combat threats
against Sweden's national security? - Surveillance of telephone/data to/from Sweden (SOM-Institute,
2022: 47).
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Even though graph 7 demonstrates a distinct dip in attitudes towards the security measure in

2013, support for the measure has grown over time. Moreover, the results from the multiple

regression analysis in Table 9, elucidates support for hypothesis 1, which is then reinforced

against the results in Graph 7. Women are over time, consistently, more prone than men to

think that the measure should be allowed. The combined results indicate that because women

are more stigmatized than men, suffering psychological threats throughout their lives, they

express more positive views on security measures (Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1302). However,

the multiple regression analysis in Model 2, does not indicate that people with immigrant

backgrounds will form more authoritarian views as presented by Brandt and Henry (2012).

Altemeyers’ (1996) results in concern to lower education do however stand. These

indications are however secondary to the results of gender effect on attitudes towards

democracy limiting security measures.

Graph 7.Men and Womens’ attitudes towards Surveillance of Telephone/Data Traffic to/from
Sweden as a measure to combat threats against national security over time. Expressed in mean.

(Gothenburg University, SOM Institute, 2023 b)

6.3 Summary of Results

The presented results and analyses indicate some trends that are persistent throughout the

regression analyses. Mainly, women are to a larger extent than men more positive towards the

security measures when controlling for other demographic factors. This relationship can also
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be seen in the descriptive statistics and the temporal graphs. Besides telephone tapping, all

multiple regression analyses show statistically significant relationships that support the first

hypothesis. Namely that women to a larger extent than men are willing to limit democracy for

a sense of security. Besides the demonstrated support for the aim of the thesis, the results

demonstrate a consistent relationship between affiliation with right leaning parties and being

more positive towards democracy limiting security measures. Right Wing Authoritarianism

should not be confused with Right Wing Politics (Altemeyer, 1996:10). However, the results

could be an indicator that authoritarianism is more present as an expression within that voter

base.

Even though the results to a large extent support both hypotheses, the actual number

of respondents that agree with implementing the security measures vary greatly. Therefore,

authoritarian tendencies can be said to be stronger for women but differ in line with how

much they challenge the status quo and established norms and consequently democracy

(Brandt & Henry, 2012: 1302).
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7. Conclusion
Liberal democracy is in todays’ political climate under scrutiny by many. By its critics, it is

often viewed as ineffective and lacking in tools to deal with threats against national security.

The understanding and importance of liberal institutions with their checks and balances can

not be forgotten in today's more and more security oriented society. This thesis set out with

the aim to answer two research questions relating to the trade off between security and

democracy that populations face in liberal democracies. The results and analysis provide an

answer to these questions. The first research question: Which democracy limiting security

methods are Swedes willing to implement for a sense of security? And to what extent? has

been answered through the above presented analysis, mainly through the descriptive

statistics. Camera surveillance is the security measure studied in this thesis that,

overwhelmingly, receives the highest amount of support. Furthermore, the support for camera

surveillance has grown over time. Indicating that the second hypothesis, that the will to limit

democracy for the sake of security has grown over time, is true based on the result in this

thesis in relation to many of the security measures studied.

The second research question: Are women more willing than men to limit democracy

for a sense of security? If so, why? have been answered through multiple regression analyses

and using Right Wing Authoritarianism as the explanatory framework as to why women are

more willing than men to limit democracy for a sense of security. The results from the

multiple regression analyzes elucidate an almost constant relationship between being a

woman and being more positive towards the presented security measures. Both when

controlling for other demographic factors in regression analyses and when studying the

difference between men and women over time. Even though the overall will to limit

democracy for the sake of security has grown over time, women are more prone to wanting to

limit democracy, even in times when the political discourse is not as security oriented as

today. Because of societal structures that lead to women being more insecure than men in

their day-to-day life, they will be more willing to limit democracy for the sake of security,

even in less security oriented times. Authoritarian tendencies within the Swedish population

can be seen to be linked to how infringing the security measures are on their democratic

rights. As authoritarian people adhere to conventionalism, it is not expected that all these

security measures will seem as positive as the others. As Sweden is a secularized society with

a long history of freedom of speech and freedom of expression, several of the studied security

measures would greatly infringe on these established norms (Altemeyer, 1996: 11).
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Relation to previous research

The thesis at hand contributes to the broader contemporary research on populations’ view on

their own liberal democracy. Comparing the results to Van der Broek et.al (2017), there

seems to be a greater acceptance towards security measures that do not directly infringe on

democracy. Where the trade-off is not as present, respondents are to a larger extent positive

towards the measure. Moreover, the thesis contributes to the argument made by Colaresi

(2014: 3). Who argues that populations will limit their rights if it is for the sake of the greater

good. The results greatly align with the findings from Persson and Widmalm (2023). The

temporal graphs presented in connection to each security issue elucidate that the findings in

Persson and Widmalms' study are a trend that has developed over time. As this thesis uses

security measures instead of crises as the dependent variable it can be said that the Swedish

population to some extent are willing to limit democracy even if they are presented with what

these measures actually could entail, differently from Persson and Widmalm (2023) where

the respondents are faced with varying crises instead of democracy infringing security

measures.

Beyond studying if the trends from Persson and Widmalms’ (2023) study are present

in the case of different security measures, this thesis offers an explanation as to why women

are more willing than men to limit their democratic rights for a sense of security. Right Wing

Authoritarianism offers an explanatory framework as to why women are consistently more

willing than men to limit democracy for the sake of security. Right Wing Authoritarianism

attributes this result to that because of constant stigmatization in society and patriarchal

structures, women face psychological threats throughout their lives (Brandt & Henry, 2012:

1302). Even though this is elucidated in that women and men tend to talk about security from

different points of view, from a more personal standpoint for women and a more traditional,

military standpoint for men, as demonstrated by Wagnsson, Olsson and Nilsen (2020). This

thesis elucidates that these structures can be found in the discussion surrounding national

security as well. This, in combination with Henry and Brandt's (2012) theoretical standpoint

on Right Wing Authoritarianism emphasizes how insecurity is ever present in womens’ lives

which makes them more positive towards democracy limiting measures even if they refer to

national security.
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Limitations and future research

Previous research has found a relationship between gender and attitudes towards limiting

democracy for the sake of security. The relationship can be found when looking at the

security methods studied in this thesis. However, this thesis has problematized this

relationship by holding Right Wing Authoritarianism as an explanatory framework. That

stigmatized groups experience psychological threats in society is unconventional to state.

However, that these structures affect national security issues as well, has not been studied

greatly. When a correlation is found between certain demographic groups and views on the

trade off between democracy and security, problematisation of these results needs to take

place at the same time. These results elucidate that the structures that people face do not just

affect their day-to-day lives but also could affect the trade-off they make between security

and democracy.

One great limitation of this thesis is that the decline in support for the security

methods in certain years can not be further explored. Why the attitudes towards all the

security measures dipped in 2013 can not be said. Furthermore, the temporal coverage of the

data set available only stretches up until 2017. Since then, many events have taken place that

have affected Swedes' sense of security. However, these results provide an overview of the

development up until 2017. This thesis has focused on democracy limiting security measures

by the state. Providing evidence for genders’ effect on attitudes towards a great variety of

democracy limiting security measures over time. Yet, in this day and age other actors than the

state control many of the aspects that affect peoples’ will to limit democracy for a sense of

security. Studying multifaceted spaces and also performing research that can, on a deeper

level, understand the triggers behind people making the trade off between democracy and

security is integral to stopping authoritarian leaders from taking advantage of the security

mode within the population.
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