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Abstract 

This thesis seeks to study how the Arctic is framed in Swedish media and state discourse 

during 2017-2019. The nexus of security studies and the Arctic are increasingly important due 

to the perceived opportunities and challenges rising as consequences of human-induced 

climate change. Despite the increasingly difficult geopolitical situation, the international 

cooperation of the region has been relatively uncomplicated. This paradox has created a 

diverged research field and a split in how the media and state discourses frame the Arctic. 

Previous research lacks a holistic approach of comparing two discourses in one study and a 

focus on Sweden. This thesis utilizes an analytical framework based on securitization and 

frame theory to identify frames by using the security concepts: traditional security, 

environmental security, and desecuritization. The study identifies a similar use of securitizing 

frames by the media and desecuritizing frames by the state, as defined by previous research. 

However, the Swedish case is distinguished by a division within the state discourse, a trend 

previously not identified, and the dominant use of environmental security frames. The results 

suggest the need for continued research on origins for media and state discourses in the 

growing field of Arctic security studies. 
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1. Introduction  
In 2019 the Arctic was highlighted as one of Sweden’s most significant security challenges 

short-term due to the potential clash between NATO and Russia, Russia’s increased 

militarization, and China’s self-proclaimed status as a “near-Arctic state” (The Swedish 

Military Intelligence and Security Service, 2019). Consequences of climate change, such as 

new trade routes due to melting ice caps, further global interest, and raise the importance of 

the region (Nilsson and Christensen, 2019: 13–15). 

Despite a deteriorating security political situation, the international cooperation of 

the region has continued to be stable and relatively uncomplicated. This paradox has created a 

division within the field of international relations and Arctic governance.  On the one hand, 

stable cooperation is explained by the benefits of cooperation in a liberal fashion. On the other 

hand, in a more realist tradition, the region is seen as conflict-prone as the gains of conflict 

over the benefits of cooperation is increasing (Kříž and Chrášťanský, 2012: 112–113). 

Furthermore, previous research on the Arctic has indicated a similar discrepancy between 

media’s conflict-prone reporting and states’ peace-oriented policies and stated the need for 

further empirical research (Young, 2011: 190–191; Pincus and Ali, 2016). Lacking in 

previous research is a holistic approach which combines the media and state discourses in one 

study, enabling a comparison of the divergence, and studies focusing on Sweden and the 

Arctic. 

These different frames of the media and state discourses can also be described as 

securitizing and desecuritizing rhetoric. The securitization of an issue, through different 

security sectors, enables it to be prioritized on the security agenda and actions to neutralize 

the perceived threat to be justifiable (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 24–25). The 

framing might lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy by creating or stirring up tensions, leading to 

conflict (Kříž and Chrášťanský, 2012: 113). The last decade’s geopolitical development has 

led to a re-securitization of the Arctic, a reversal from the desecuritization period of 

cooperation after the Cold War (Åtland, 2008; Young, 2011; Knecht, 2012 ). States with 

Arctic territory have decision-making power of the region and are, therefore, crucial when 

investigating its securitization. Sweden is one of eight Arctic states.1 

This thesis aims to contribute with knowledge on the identified knowledge gap by 

studying the representations of securitization of the Arctic in media and state discourses in a 

 
1 This thesis defines” the Arctic” as the area north of the Arctic Circle (66° 34' N), the definition used by the 

regional forum Arctic Council. The Arctic states are Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 

Sweden, and the United States (Government Offices of Sweden, 2011: 16–19). 
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Swedish context. The results will add to the scientific community by contributing requested 

empirical data (Young, 2011; Wilson Rowe, 2013), by adding to the knowledge of Sweden in 

an Arctic context and the scientific discussion regarding the discrepancy between media 

reporting and political action. How an issue is framed in media and state impacts the 

perception and possible solutions, in particular on an issue where a majority of the public has 

no first-hand information (Nilsson and Christensen, 2019: 3–4). 

 

1.1 Aim and research questions 
The thesis aims to study and compare how the Arctic is presented in Swedish media and state 

discourses based on the securitization theory.2 A qualitative content analysis is conducted 

with an analytical framework rooted in the securitization theory and framing theory. The 

thesis’ material is selected items from the Swedish newspapers Dagens Nyheter and Svenska 

Dagbladet and state documents published from 1 January 2017 to 31 July 2019. The study’s 

research questions are: 

➢ Based on securitization theory, how is the Arctic framed in Swedish media and state 

discourse?  

➢ How do the media and state discourses compare to each other and the findings of 

previous research? 

Previous research on frames in media and state discourses on the Arctic has mainly focused 

on the Arctic littoral states - Russia, Norway, Canada, Denmark, and the USA (Klimenko, 

Nilsson, and Christensen, 2019: 2–3). Research on Swedish discourses regarding the Arctic 

has mostly focused on military capabilities (Granholm et al., 2008; Mattson, 2012; Hagstedt, 

2016; Granholm, 2016). Christensen, Nilsson, and Wormbs (2013; 2017) have studied media 

and Arctic in a partly Swedish context and Steinberg, Bruun, and Medby (2014) from a media 

communications perspective. 

Lacking is a study that combines the discourses of media and state on the nexus of 

security and the Arctic in a Swedish context. The approach of this thesis will enable a 

comparison between media and state discourse, making an investigation of the identified 

media-state discrepancy possible, as requested by previous research (Pincus and Ali, 2016). 

Studies that analyze both discourses are also quite rare, which furthers the contribution of the 

thesis to the research field. The named contributions would further the knowledge of 

 
2 In this thesis, the state discourse is defined as the content of official government and parliamentary statements, 

speeches, and documents. The media discourse is defined as the content of items from selected newspapers. 
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securitization of the Arctic in an understudied context. Such a state-of-art can aid science and 

policy sectors on ways forward regarding the Arctic security narrative and its importance.  

 

1.2 Outline 
The following section is an overview of the previous research conducted on the Arctic and 

security in media and politics. The third section is a literature review presents securitization 

theory and framing theory. The fourth section introduces and discusses the thesis research 

design, methodological choices, and analytical framework. Following in the fifth section is 

the analysis in which the collected material is presented and analyzed, followed by a 

discussion in section six. The thesis concludes with a conclusion and suggestions for further 

research in section seven. 

 

2. Literature review  
In this chapter, findings of previous research in the nexus security studies and the Arctic will 

be presented, starting with a summarization of the research field followed by delving into the 

narrow field of security studies, the Arctic, media and state discourses. 

 

2.1 The Arctic security narrative 

The Arctic security narrative has historically been described in traditional security terms in a 

dichotomizing debate between liberal and realist researchers.3 The traditional security concept 

is state-centered, intending to ensure the survival of the state threatened by other state’s 

military capabilities (Peoples and Vaughan-Williams, 2010: 10). 

Liberalistic researchers’ interest increased after the end of the Cold War and focused 

on regime and identity building (Young, 1992; Keskitalo, 2003). The establishment of the 

Arctic Council and the signing of regional treaties was regarded as proof that interdependence 

and benefits from cooperation were higher than gains from conflict. Increased visibility of 

climate change and perceived Russian aggression during 2007 resulted in realist researchers 

warning for escalating conflicts in the anarchic Arctic (Borgerson, 2008; Dodds, 2010; Tan 

and Tsai, 2010; Åtland, 2014; Powell and Dodds, 2014). Their underlying thesis being that 

the soft power, regional cooperation would diminish when the risks of creating security 

 
3 The realist and liberal theories of international relations are utilized to describe the historical divide in the 

security narrative and will not be applied further in the thesis.  
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dilemmas increased. This development was reiterated after the Russian annexation of Crimea 

in 2014 and the increased militarization of the Russian and Canadian Arctic (Byers, 2017: 

392–394). During the 2000s, the critical school of security has been more prevalent. The 

critical school widens the security and geopolitical concept, by including other actors than 

states and by focusing on constructed and narrated spaces rather than fixed geographical 

positions (Wegge and Keil, 2018: 87–89). This thesis will be adding to the critical 

geopolitical perspective, with the assumption that discourses about security create security 

prioritizations that equate or even precede hard power capabilities.  

 

2.2 Media and state discourses  
Media attention for the Arctic has risen considerably in the last two decades (Nilsson and 

Christensen, 2019: 21). The research regarding media and the Arctic has focused on climate 

change, conflict, cooperation, and regime types. Most research are case-studies focusing on 

the Arctic littoral states conducted with a qualitative approach and by using frame theory 

(Wilson, 2007; Jensen and Hønneland, 2011; Christensen, Nilsson and Wormbs, 2013; 

Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud, 2014; Bushue, 2015; Hagstedt, 2016; Pincus and Ali, 2016; 

Stoddart and Smith, 2016; Bergvall and Leijon, 2018; Klimenko, Nilsson and Christensen, 

2019). The most frequently used frames by the media regarding the conflict-cooperation axis, 

the interest of this thesis, were Race for the Poles, New Cold War and Conflict & oil and 

resources (Pincus and Ali, 2016). Klimenko, Nilsson and Christensen (2019) identify the 

frames Military, Politics & Governing, and Environmental Change, which are commonly 

used in combination with the frames found by Pincus and Ali. Media and state discourses 

framing of the region are prominent in shaping the perspective of the Arctic. This due to an 

extensive audience range, a high degree of audience acceptance, and to it being a region that 

not many have a first-hand experience of (Nilsson and Christensen, 2019: 3–4).  

The increased media and global attention have put pressure on the Arctic states to 

create policies for the region. Most previous research has studied and compared national 

Arctic strategies, policy documents, and Arctic council documents between 2007-2016 with a 

qualitative approach (Pincus and Ali, 2016; Flake, 2017; Staun, 2017; Garces des los Fayos 

Alonso, 2018; Østhagen, Sharp and Hilde, 2018). The frames most frequently found are 

cooperation, sustainable development, environment, and research. The Arctic Council’s ban 

on discussing military issues is one possible explanation as to why military-related framings 

are missing (Nilsson and Christensen, 2019: 99–100). A well-cited work is Young’s “Arctic 
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Politics” (1992), which notes four frames commonly used in state and media regarding the 

Arctic: arctic exceptionalism, cold war paralysis, arctic as an empty stage and core-

periphery. In section 3.1, the frames presented above will be elaborated on and tied to the 

securitization theory and its concepts. 

 Especially interesting for this study are the studies by Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud 

(2013, 2014) and Pincus & Ali (2016), focusing on frames related to Arctic conflict and 

security. Wilson Rowe combine media analysis and elite interviewing to identify media and 

state discourses in Russia regarding the Arctic. The combination of analyzing both discourses 

in one study is quite rare; studies often focus on one discourse. Klimenko, Nilsson, and 

Christensen (2019: 5-7) follow in Wilson Rowe’s footsteps and combined discourse analysis 

on textual material with elite interviews. Their study also studies a more extended period, ten 

years, than most comparable studies. The studies noticed a tendency of framings used by the 

media as conflict-centered and framings used by the state as focused on low-tension policies 

(Wilson Rowe, 2013: 239–240).  

Wilson Rowe argues that the discrepancy might originate from the gains won by 

non-Arctic states by framing the Arctic as conflict-ridden in media. Regional tensions, in 

combination with global climate challenges, could imply the region to be a global problem. 

To ensure the Arctic remains a regional matter without external involvement, it makes sense 

for the Arctic states to frame the Arctic as a peaceful zone (Wilson Rowe, 2013; Wilson 

Rowe and Blakkisrud, 2014). Wilson Rowe’s studies are interesting points of comparison for 

this study, both for comparing results and for the methodological approach. Will the identified 

cooperation-conflict dichotomy in the discourses be found in Sweden? 

Previous research focuses mainly on the coastal states, research on the media, state, 

and security nexus in a Swedish context is relatively limited. Christensen, Nilsson, and 

Wormbs (2013) study the prevalence of “the Arctic” in Swedish media between 2003-2006 

and 2006-2010, which identified a doubling of numbers of articles. In one study of the media 

coverage of the Arctic Council meeting in Kiruna 2013, Swedish newspapers are included to 

compare frames used in the coverage (Steinberg, Bruun and Medby, 2014). Other research 

mainly focuses on military capability and cooperation and natural resources and sustainability 

(Granholm et al., 2008; Mattsson, 2012; Granholm, 2016). Hagberg’s undergraduate thesis 

(2016) studies securitization of the Arctic in a Swedish context, but from a military 

perspective with a focus on the Ukraine crisis of 2014 and Sweden’s military capabilities in a 

security political media debate.  
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This study aims to widen the knowledge of the securitization of a region by compiling and 

studying empirical material on a less known case and achieve a more comprehensive 

perspective by the inclusion of the two discourses. Sweden published its Arctic strategy in 

2011 (Government Offices of Sweden, 2011) before the start of its chairmanship of the Arctic 

Council, making it one of the last Arctic states to develop such a strategy. Historically, the 

Swedish national identity has not included an Arctic identity. The Swedish Arctic territory, 

the counties Norrbotten and Västerbotten, is regarded as northern regions, but managed in 

national politics (Keskitalo, 2014). The comparison between this thesis results with results 

from previous research on Arctic coastal states is interesting since Sweden is different from 

previous cases. It is not a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization ( henceforth 

NATO) or has a robust military identity, it is a member of the European Union and does not 

have a coast towards the Arctic Ocean (Bailes, 2016: 618–620). Therefore, Sweden might 

create new results regarding representations of securitization in media and state discourses 

regarding the Arctic, which would be of interest to the research field. 

 

3. Theory 
In order to answer the thesis research questions, the concepts of securitization theory and 

framing theory are to be presented, compared, and combined with previous research into an 

analytical framework. 

 

3.1 Securitization theory 
The securitization theory is a theory and a constructivist analytical tool established by the 

Copenhagen School in the 1990s. The theory broadened and deepened the concept of security 

by introducing three new security sectors and including other referent objects than the state 

(Peoples and Vaughan-Williams, 2010: 4–5). Security in international relations is defined as 

“ survival in the face of existential threats, but what constitutes an existential threat is not the 

same across different sectors” (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 27). Security sectors are 

areas where security interactions can exist and have traditionally been limited to political and 

military security. The theory expanded the security concept to include societal, economic, and 

environmental security (ibid.: 27–28). The widening of the security concept was a 

consequence of increasing regionalism after the Cold War and ties to the increasing visibility 

of environmental issues as a threat multiplier (ibid.: 9–12). 

Securitization is a process, where an issue is taken out of its non-politicized or 

politicized status and is elevated to the security sphere, which” enables extraordinary means 
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to be used in the name of security” (ibid.: 25). The elevation is through a speech act, which 

socially constructs an issue as a threat in a securitizing move. The securitizing actor declares a 

referent object to be existentially threatened, and the countermeasure to the perceived threat is 

the use of emergency action or policy (Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 25). In this thesis 

context, media declaring the Arctic to be existentially threatened by climate change and argue 

for emergency countermeasures. For a securitizing move to be successful, it needs to fulfill 

two conditions. The first is the creation of a security narrative as described above, which 

reaches audience acceptance. The second condition prescribes that the actor needs social 

capital and a contextual structure, i.e., it needs to have authority on the issue and the threat to 

have historical security connotations to increase the chance of a securitization (Buzan, 

Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 21-45, Watson, 2012: 294). Recent research has critiqued these 

conditions since social media gives previously excluded non-powerful actors, such as 

minority groups in society, a chance to perform speech acts without fulfilling the conditions 

(Balzacq, 2005: 171–173).   

An issue can also be desecuritized and managed as a standard political issue (a more 

detailed description follows in section 3.1.3). Whether an issue is securitized or desecuritized, 

the process is an active, political choice made by the actor in charge (Buzan, Waever and de 

Wilde, 1998: 25-28). 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 15-17, 21-45, 71- 78. 

 

Media can be both a functional actor and a securitizing actor with the potential to shape public 

perception, communicate securitizing rhetoric, and gain audience acceptance. Functional 

actors convey speech acts but are neither securitizing actors nor referent objects. These actors 

differ depending on the issue and security sector, but some examples are researchers, non-

governmental organizations, and civil servants (Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 21-45).  

Figure 1:The securitization process 
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The prioritization of news and the shape of communication and rhetoric is the core of 

speaking security (Chong and Druckman, 2007: 109–110). The state is traditionally the 

securitizing actor and referent object in security discourses due to their authority and power 

status in society.  

A securitizing framing of an issue will be shaped differently through the different 

security concepts and will create different perceived threats, referent objects, and proposed 

countermeasures. The analytical approach is to use the sectors as categorizing tools in textual 

material to identify how security is framed. The material is categorized and explained within 

the separate sectors, and then jointly analyzed to investigate interactions within and between 

sectors (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 7–8). 

In order to answer the research questions, the empirical material will be analyzed 

through the political, military, and environmental security frames as well as through a 

desecuritizing framing. Thus, the economic and societal security sectors will not be used as an 

analytical framing tool. Economic security regards financial risks and crises outside the 

boundaries of regular capitalism. Previous research’s frames have found that in the Arctic the 

economic sector is deeply intertwined with the environmental security and will thereby appear 

in the analysis of the environmental security (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998; Pincus and 

Ali, 2016; Bergvall and Leijon, 2018; Nilsson and Christensen, 2019). Societal security 

focuses on societal identity and destabilization within the state or communities. The main aim 

of this thesis is not to study internal identities and tensions in Sweden or the Swedish Arctic 

and was therefore not included. However, if frames relating to social security appear in the 

material, it will be noted and discussed. In previous research on the nexus of security and 

Arctic, societal security is mostly identified in relation to environmental security.  

The political and military security framing will be analyzed jointly in a traditional 

security framing. The traditional security framing and environmental security framing will 

enable an identification of securitizing rhetoric as identified by previous research in the media 

discourse. The desecuritizing framing will enable identification of the peaceful rhetoric 

identified in previous research in the state discourse. Thus, the conceptual approaches to 

security are vital for this thesis to be able to identify differences in media´s and state’s 

securitization of the Arctic. This thesis will combine the frames identified by previous 

research to the security sectors in order to compare the frames identified in this study and 

previous research.  
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3.1.1. Traditional security (military and political security)  

Military security and political security are a part of the traditional security concept, which 

focuses on the state as key-actor for securitizing moves. The referent object is most often the 

state, but it can also include international organizations and regimes. The perceived threats are 

mainly seen as military or hostile actions against the survival of the state (Buzan, Waever and 

de Wilde, 1998: 45-57). The state is the central actor with the responsibility to protect its 

territory, citizens, and society with military and political measures from external threats. 

Traditional security also includes protecting the identity of the state, its ideology, and 

institutions (ibid.: 142). 

The traditional sector can be linked to the frames Conflict and strategy (Klimenko, 

Christensen and Nilsson, 2019), The Scramble for the Arctic (Wilson Rowe, 2013), New Cold 

War (Wilson Rowe, 2013) and Cold War Paralysis (Young, 1992: 4-20). These frames 

encompass the military and political strategies regarding eventual conflicts in the Arctic 

identified in media and state discourses. The Scramble for the Arctic regards the debate about 

conflict and competition for the region. It usually involves keywords and phrases such as 

arms race, (re)militarization, diplomatic crisis, nuclear, submarines, and scramble (Wilson 

Rowe, 2013). The Cold War frames traditionally revolve around the military conflict between 

the USA and Russia.  Additionally, in this thesis, it will expand to include an eventual 

military conflict between NATO and Russia (Wilson Rowe, 2013; Young, 1992: 4-20). 

 

3.1.2 Environmental security 

The concept of environmental security gained interest during the 1970s and has received 

further attention as the visibility of human-induced climate change has increased. 

Environmental security has been a controversial addition to security studies (Buzan, Wæver 

and de Wilde, 1998: 77). The security sector has a scientific and a political agenda, where the 

scientific agenda works as an “authoritative assessment of the perceived threat” (ibid.: 71). 

Thereby underpinning any securitizing moves since decision-makers rely on scientific facts 

for abstract and complex problems such as climate change (ibid.: 71–72). Therefore, research 

institutions and non-governmental organizations are influential in the discourse regarding 

environmental security (ibid.).  

The referent object is the environment itself, often on a global scale, or the nexus 

between the environment and human civilization. The perceived threat is the destruction of a 

habitable ecosystem for flora and fauna, or a struggle for survival of human societies and even 

for human civilization (Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 75- 76). Securitization is not 
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dependent on whether climate change is real, but whether presumed securitizing actors 

perceive it to be urgent and an existential threat. In the process of securitization, the key issue 

is for whom security becomes a consideration in relation to whom. For example, ice sea 

melting might be securitized on a global level, but the significant conflicts are more likely to 

be at a regional level (Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 15-18). 

The environment sector can be linked to the frames Environment and environmental 

change (Klimenko, Christensen and Nilsson, 2019), Conflict & Oil (Wilson Rowe, 2013), and 

Core-periphery relations (Young, 1992). These frames focus on the security challenges that 

may arise due to environmental changes such as climate change but also regional pollution. 

The main issue identified has been a potential conflict between the oil industry and 

environmentalists over oil extraction. In this study, the frame will also incorporate other kinds 

of extraction of natural resources.  

 

3.1.3 Desecuritization 

The process of elevating an issue from politicization to securitization is the principal foci of 

the securitization theory. However, the theory also studies the desecuritization of issues. The 

process of reversion from the security sphere to the political or non-political sphere. A 

securitized issue is elevated from democratic procedures and transparency, and into panic 

policies which might have unexpected, unwanted long-term consequences. The norm, as 

expressed by the creators of the securitization theory, is, therefore, to either keep issues 

politicized or to attempt a desecuritization of the issue (Waever, 1995: 75–78).  

Desecuritization is less studied than securitization but has gained traction during the 

last years. Åtland and Knecht’s (2008, 2012) influential studies regarding the desecuritized 

Arctic after the Cold War has led to calls for more research on the subject. Waever presents 

three strategies of desecuritization. The first is to avoid using a security narrative regarding an 

issue, thereby minimizing speech acts regarding security (Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 

18-23). The second is to make active choices to politicize an issue, commonly illustrated by 

Gorbachev’s policy of perestroika during the Cold War. In this particular case, the 

desecuritization move was made through a combination of civil and military actions (Åtland, 

2008: 290-291). The third option is desecuritization through management, which is to accept 

that an issue is labeled as a security issue but manage it in a way that will not create security 

dilemmas or trigger conflicts (Åtland, 2008: 291).  

Previous research indicates that states aim to maintain the Arctic as a politized area, 

and, in some states, desecuritizing strategies have been identified (Åtland, 2014:161-162). 



11 

 

The referent object is the peace of the Arctic and its cooperation. The perceived threat is 

securitizing rhetoric, destabilization of the cooperation, and in the long-term open conflict in 

the region. The desecuritization can be linked to the identified media and state frames 

Governing & politics and Cooperation & Conflict (Klimenko, Christensen & Nilsson, 2019; 

Keskitalo, 2003). These frames focus on soft power cooperation and institutional 

arrangements in areas such as research and education to deepen relations between the Arctic 

states and by focusing on these areas maintaining the region as a low-tension area. 

 

3.2 Frame theory 
Framing is “selecting some aspects of a perceived reality and making them more salient in a 

communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition” (Entman, 

1993: 51). Frames assist in categorizing information and linking it to a pre-known context, 

thereby limiting feasible options and solutions (ibid.). Frame theory, used frequently in media 

and policy studies, is both a theory and an analytical framework that focuses on meaning-

making through language. By identifying keywords, indicators, examples, and historical 

references and focusing on the context in which they are placed, discourses are associated 

with a master-frame. In security studies, the most commonly used master-frame is security 

(Tankard, 2001: 100–101).  

Neither media nor the state is neutral and objective when conveying information on 

an issue; both actors reconstruct the reality to mirror their view (Chong and Druckman, 2007: 

106). State and media discourses also impact each other. According to Entman’s cascading 

activation model, utilized frames move through the government to networks of elite civil 

servants, to news organizations, and then to the public. The public’s reaction (or audience 

acceptance) will then feedback to the government, who will adjust their utilized frames as a 

result (Entman, 2003). By including different actors, the study can check for cross-citations 

over the data, for example, media citing state discourses or vice versa. The analysis of the 

thesis might touch upon the synergies of the discourses but will not aim to investigate agenda-

setting or cascading effects due to the difficulty of receiving inside information on underlying 

motifs or interactions between media and state representatives. 

Watson and Rychnovská (2012: 280-284; 2014: 9–12) states that securitization theory should 

be seen as a subfield of framing. 

Securitization theory and frame theory have several similarities, and analysis benefits 

from combining them when analyzing how securitization is represented in discourses. Both 
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theories focus on the process of meaning-construction through discourses. The process 

understood as a securitizing actor, speech act, audience, and social context is by frame theory 

named as the communicator, the text, the receiver, and culture. The importance of framing in 

a security community is evident where security is construed socially by actors and receive 

attention by how the audience perceives these threats, which ultimately informs political 

actions.  

 

4. Methodology  
In this chapter, the ontological, epistemological, and methodological choices will be 

presented, motivated, and discussed. 

 

4.1 Research design  
The study is a descriptive single case study, which enables an in-depth and intensive study of 

a phenomenon in a limited context. A case study is ”an attempt to understand and interpret a 

spatially and temporally bounded set of events” (Levy, 2008: 2). In this case, to 

systematically investigate and analyze how frames of the Arctic are manifested in a Swedish 

context. One advantage of single-case studies is their high internal validity, where a rigid 

design can be construed to ensure dependability. This by enhancing transparency with how 

the study’s results were collected and interpreted. In this thesis, transparency regarding the 

author’s interpretations will be facilitated by section 4.2.2, section 4.2.3. One critique against 

the research design is its habit of producing subjective results hard to generalize and recreate, 

i.e., a low external validity (Blaikie and Priest, 2016: 56–58). However, this is not necessarily 

a significant problem for a qualitative study as its primary aim is not to produce generalizable 

results for a larger population of cases, but to investigate specific cases in-depth to enable 

interpretive analyses and provide analytical generalization from a theoretical contribution 

(Yin, 2014: 27–29).   

The theories of securitization and framing are both theoretical and methodological 

frameworks. The thesis’ analytical framework (presented in section 4.2.3) is based on the 

securitization theory and previous research. The systematic use of the analytical framework 

enhances transparency and the study’s reliability since it simplifies a recreation of the analysis 

and allows for external scrutiny (Schreier, 2012: 35). 

The aim of the study and the utilized theory’s meaning to explore meaning-making 

through language correlates well with constructivism’s goal to seek understanding through 
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inter-subjective, context-specific meanings (Blaikie and Priest, 2016: 5-12). Reflexivity, 

dependability, and transparency through thick descriptions regarding research design choices 

and selection sampling are vital when conducting a constructivist, qualitative study. The 

researcher will, because of preknowledge, social context, and power position, reproduce some 

construction of reality over others (ibid.). In security studies, this is referred to as “the 

normative dilemma of speaking and writing security” (Huysmans, 1999:26 in Taureck, 2006: 

4–5). In securitization terms, the researcher performs a speech-act when reinforcing a security 

narrative by labeling an issue securitized.  

 

4.2 Data collection strategy and material 

4.2.1 Qualitative content analysis 

The thesis will utilize a qualitative content analysis, which is a toolbox to holistically and 

systematically map, categorize, and analyze already existing data. A qualitative content 

analysis asks semi-open questions to the material to identify both stated and tacit themes, 

messages, frames, arguments, and normative statements of the sender and its intended 

audience (Bergström and Boréus, 2012: 27–30). Textual material is a product of its author and 

cannot be regarded as an objective depiction of reality but requires interpretation. Qualitative 

content analysis has a hermeneutic approach and focuses on the subjective understanding of 

all parts of a text (ibid.). The premises of qualitative content analysis is a good fit with 

securitization theory and framing theory’s view of language as meaning-making. The 

descriptive yet critical aim of this study favors a qualitative content analysis’s aim of 

understanding and answering “how”-questions,  rather than discourse analysis to explore 

“why”-questions and study underlying power imbalances (Schreier, 2012: 5–10). 

Another approach would have been a combination of qualitative data collection 

strategies. Such material would have complemented the textual analysis, enabled an analysis 

of hidden motives behind the identified discourses, and enabled a higher degree of reliability 

and credibility through triangulation (Yin, 2014: 63–66). This was disregarded due to time 

limitations and difficulty in contacting relevant interviewees, but the protocol material from 

the Swedish parliament adds valuable insight into arguments and reasoning. This richer 

material also dilutes the critique against the difficulty of interpreting implicit content in the 

formal settings of official documents (Schreier, 2012: 40).  

A double coding, i.e. a recoding of the material after two weeks of the initial coding 

to compare results, will be done two weeks after the first coding to ensure intra-subjectivity. 

The double coding does not ensure an objective, universally agreed upon interpretation. It 
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rather entails that the interpretation would be shared by persons using the same coding 

scheme and with similar cultural background as the thesis’ author. The double coding resulted 

in a high degree of accordance (80 %), which is an acceptable level for qualitative analysis 

(Schreier, 2012: 34–35).   

In the analysis, categorization will be interpreted, abstracted, and presented 

thematically with text excerpts to enhance transparency. Such an interpretation of the material 

requires a close study of the material, which makes a qualitative method more suitable than a 

quantitative. A positivist study could have studied the process by identifying trends and 

patterns in securitization in a statistical comparison or by using a quantitative textual analysis 

(Blaikie and Priest, 2017:3-15). 

 

4.2.2. Data collection 

The data collection will follow a systematic, stepwise process in line with qualitative content 

analysis guidelines (Schreier, 2012: 5–10). The empirical data consists of selected material 

that represents media and state discourses regarding the securitization of the Arctic. For the 

analysis of the media discourse, the material is full-text articles from the two Swedish 

newspapers Dagens Nyheter (DN) and Svenska Dagbladet (SvD). The selection is based on 

the newspaper’s national width, high circulation, and perception as high-quality newspapers 

(Martinsson and Andersson, 2018: 10-13; Orvesto Konsument, 2019: 3).  

This matters because high-quality newspapers have a higher chance of audience 

acceptance because of their authority to back-up a speech act, which increases the study’s 

validity. For the analysis of the state discourse, the material is political and parliamentary 

statements and policy documents, which represent the Swedish official stance on the Arctic. 

The selected data sources enable a study of the two official branches of power, executive and 

legislative, and the third, informal of the media. The data in both media and state discourse 

can be biased by their respective author’s opinions or political stance. Media’s use of “click-

bait” articles, where alarmist articles generate interest, could also result in a skewed sample 

selection (Paxson, 2010: 31). High-quality newspapers were selected over tabloids to 

minimize the risk of such skewness. 

The first step of the data collection will be to select material. The search will be done 

by using Mediearkivet, respectively, the government and the Parliament's website using the 

keyword *Arctic for the period 1 January 2017 – 31 July 2019. The period was selected 

because previous research of the Swedish context covers the period 2010-2016 (Christensen, 

Nilsson and Wormbs, 2013; Steinberg, Bruun and Medby, 2014; Hagstedt, 2016; Granholm, 
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2016). The second step will be to conduct a sample selection by doing an initial examination 

of the material. The read-through, that will be done twice, enables exclusion of non-relevant 

material to the study by using criteria derived from securitization theory and framing theory. 

The criteria for selection are a minimum of 150 words for the unit and explicitly reference to 

security, threats, and the Arctic.4  

 

4.2.3 Analytical framework 

The third step will be to identify frames within the selected sample (144 items) by using 

guiding questions and an analytical framework based on the securitization theory. Since 

Sweden is relatively unexplored in this field, there is a possibility that new frames may 

emerge, thereby further contributing to the research field. 

 The use of semi-structured questions will allow for a more open approach to the data 

than fixed categories, which excludes the creation of new frames (Schreier 2012: 78-80). The 

questions are utilized for the identification of any frames specific for the Swedish context and 

for coding the data into the selected securitization theoretical concepts (Buzan, Waever and de 

Wilde, 1998: 166-169; Hagstedt, 2016: 16). 

Guiding questions for identifying frames in the data:  

➢ What security sector can the empirical material be linked to?   

➢ What/who is the referent object, and how is it described? 

➢ How is security described in relation to threats? 

➢ What kinds of countermeasures are suggested? 

The final step will be to categorize each item into frames by using the guiding questions and 

the analytical framework. This was by identifying indicators and key words representative for 

the separate categorizations. The indicators and keywords for the frames are based on the 

securitization theory and findings from previous research, as described in section 3.1., and 

section 3.2. The securitization theory provides guidance on how to separate the different 

frames and in which areas the differences can be found (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 

166–169).  

 
4 The excluded units were either too short, focused on a different theme, or the securitization discourse mainly 

concerned another topic, only mentioning the Arctic. Most of such cases were articles about climate change of 

500-1000 words that mention the Arctic with one sentence. Such an article would interpret the securitization 

narrative of climate change rather than of the Artic. 
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The main difference of the frames can be found in the main subject, referent actor, perceived 

threats, and suggestions for countermeasures, whereas these factors became the baseline for 

the thesis’ analytical framework. Examples of the keywords for indicators, perceived threats, 

and countermeasures can be found in table 1: Analytical framework. 

 

Table 1: Analytical framework 

Adjusted from Buzan, Waever and de Wilde, 1998: 15-17, 21-45, 71- 78; Christensen and 

Nilsson, 2019; Entman 1993:52; Wilson Rowe, 2013 and Young 1992: 14-20. 

 

The items are read and searched for the identified indicators and keywords representing the 

frames. The first step of the search resulted in a total of 440 hits, with items including articles, 

debate articles, commentaries, speeches, and parliamentary debates. Approximately 100 

items, roughly one-third of the deselected items, had climate changes as the topic. The 

connection between the Arctic and climate change will be discussed further in the analysis 

and discussion. Other deselected items dealt with art and culture, science, weather, regional 

growth, and funds to the Swedish Arctic counties Västerbotten and Norrbotten.  

Frames Indicators,  

examples of keywords: 

Perceived threats, 

examples of keywords: 

Countermeasures, 

examples of 

keywords: 

Traditional 

security 

(TS) 

Militarization, arms race, 

sovereignty, state, Cold 

War, NATO, claims, 

military exercises, 

defense, state, territory 

Military conflict, loss of 

territory, loss of 

resources, scramble for 

resources 

 

Building military 

capabilities, 

increased military 

exercises, military 

cooperation 

Environmental 

security 

(ES) 

Oil, mineral, climate 

fighters, climate deniers, 

ice melting, warming, 

ecosystem, civilization, 

and environment 

Sea ice loss, 

environmental 

degradation, impact on 

societies  

Environmental 

protocols & 

agreements (Paris, 

Agenda 2030) 

Desecuritizing 

(DS) 

Cooperation, international 

treaties, low-tension, soft 

power and cross-border 

Diplomatic crisis, a 

standstill in cooperation, 

tensions 

International 

agreements, 

diplomatic 

negotiation, 

education, research 
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When the keywords or indicators are found, the item is allocated to the corresponding frame. 

After the selection process, the study’s material consisted of 144 items, 95 items from the 

media discourse, and 49 items from the state discourse. In 22 items, more than one framing 

could be identified and thus appear in more than one category. Table 2 contain text excerpts 

from the items, illustrating how the frames were identified in the material. The coding 

resulted in the identification of 170 frames in 144 items. 

 

Table 2: Examples of coding of frames 

Frames Examples of frames within the items 

Environmental security The Arctic ice is melting fast, with dramatic consequences 

for the entire world. The climate is becoming more extreme 

with floods and drought disasters, threatening plant and 

animal life on the entire planet. However, it also leads to an 

explosion of so-called climate refugees... The Arctic is the 

clearest sign of the effects of warming…It destabilizes the 

EU, which has contributed to both Brexit and increased 

populism. All of this is linked to warming and Arctic 

melting. (von Hall, 2017). 

 

Traditional security Vladimir Putin’s Russia is on geopolitical progression in 

Sweden's immediate area in the Arctic and also in Asia, 

where Russian military co-operates with China's defense 

force. A Russian "remilitarization" of the Arctic requires 

NATO to meet that threat ... Next year, NATO celebrates 70 

years, and then a united front is required to counterbalance 

the Russian geopolitical offensive in the Arctic and Asia. 

(Gummesson, 2018). 
 

Desecuritization It is of the utmost importance that the Arctic is preserved as 

a low-tension area -We can, of course, also see that it will be 

a new military and geopolitical situation, even if these issues 

are not directly addressed by the Arctic Council, thankfully. 

But we want to keep this as a low-tension area, and how do 

we do that besides policy and cooperation? (Swedish 

Parliament, 2017b). 

 
 

The included text excerpts from the media and state discourse included in Table 2, in the 

analysis and the discussion section, are translated by the thesis author. 
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5. Analysis  
This section will present and analyze the results of the qualitative content analysis. The 

analysis was conducted by applying the analytical framework based on the securitization and 

frame theory. Consequently, frames of the Arctic in Swedish media and state discourse during 

the period 1 January 2017 – 31 July 2019 are identified and analyzed, in order to answer the 

thesis research questions: 

 

➢ Based on securitization theory, how is the Arctic framed in Swedish media and state 

discourse?  

➢  How do the media and state discourses compare to each other and the findings of 

previous research? 

 

 
Figure 2: Distribution of frames 

 

The most frequently utilized frame regarding the Arctic in both the media and the state 

discourse is through environmental security. Framing through traditional security is the 

second-largest framing in the media discourse and the least used in the state discourse. 

Framing through desecuritization is the second most used by the state discourse, and the least 

used framing by the media discourse. As illustrated by figure 2, the distribution of frames is 

more uneven in the media discourse than in the state discourse. Furthermore, the qualitative 

content analysis did not identify any new frames specific to the Swedish case. 
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5.1 Environmental Security (ES) 
Framing through environmental security is by far the most utilized framing of the Arctic in 

both the media and state discourse. One reason for the dominance of environmental security 

frames can be found in Sweden's strong identity and historical association with environmental 

issues. Sweden is a lead actor in environmental security issues, dating back until the 1972 

United Nations conference on environment and sustainability held in Stockholm (Buzan, 

Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 71). Another possible reason is the influence of the Green Party, 

which during 2017-2019 is a government party with the possibility to influence the political 

agenda. The influence of the Green Party can be seen in both the discourses. The thesis’ 

empirical material is also more recent compared to previous research, and climate issues have 

had a rise on the international political agenda since the Agenda 2030 and Paris Agreement 

2015 (von Hall, 2017).  

Identified subthemes within the frame echo the categories and referent objects 

presented by securitization theory, namely the environment itself and the nexus of civilization 

and environment (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998:76). Previous studies have shown a 

similarly strong connection between the frame and climate changes. The results can be linked 

to the frames Environment and environmental change (Klimenko, Christensen and Nilsson, 

2019), Conflict & Oil (Wilson Rowe, 2013), and Core-periphery relations (Young, 1992), 

identified by previous research.  

The climate and global effects of Arctic climate change is a common theme in both 

the media and state discourses. The referent object being presented as both Arctic flora and 

fauna and the global ecosystem. The perceived threat is described as the annihilation of 

ecosystems and its consequential disruptions of civilization. The warming climate creates a 

more accessible Arctic region and opens new economic avenues. The climate changes as a 

wicked problem are conveyed more frequently in the media discourse; the state discourse has 

an urgent but positive message regarding the future. Climate change and its effects on the 

Arctic climate is often mentioned as a reason for increased security policy tensions in both 

discourses. Climate change as a threat multiplier in the Arctic is a typical frame in previous 

research on Arctic coastal states (Wilson Rowe, 2013; Garces de los Fayos Alonso, 2018; 

Klimenko, Nilsson and Christensen, 2019). 

Included in this theme is also oil and extraction of natural resources, mainly 

presented in both the media and state discourse with regards to the environmental effects of 

extractions or eventual oil leaks. This sets the Swedish case apart from the other Arctic states. 

Findings from previous research identify the extraction of oil and natural resources (Oil and 
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Conflict) in a traditional security setting (Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud, 2014; Bergvall and 

Leijon, 2018). The difference in frames between Swedish media and state discourses and 

findings from other Arctic states possibly originates from proximity to the Arctic Ocean. The 

coastal states have overlapping claims on economic zones containing natural resources and 

have an extraction of natural gas and oil in their Arctic territory (Dodds, 2010: 64-68). 

Sweden, with no outstanding claims on Arctic territory, does not have this issue.  

The theme of the nexus of civilization and environment regards the affected lifestyles 

of the Arctic population, in particular, the traditional lifestyles of the region’s indigenous 

people. The media discourse focuses on how climate change affects the societies and their 

population, such as thawing permafrost’s effect on infrastructure, housing, and energy access 

and the increased difficulty to ensure food supply both due to destroyed infrastructure and sea 

acidification (Bojs, 2018; Kihlberg, 2018). The state discourse more often connects the effects 

to threats to the traditional lifestyles of indigenous people. In the media discourse, the human 

dimension is featured through travel reportages of international Arctic societies in Alaska, 

Svalbard, and Russia.  

Noticeable is the lack of focus on the Swedish Arctic region and its affected 

population. The feature of climate change effect on the Swedish Arctic, in the form of 

starving reindeers and melting of Swedish glaciers, exists but to a small extent compared to 

the total material. The material does include some explicit mentions of the Saami people, an 

indigenous people native to the Swedish Arctic. Yet, the tensions between the Saami people 

and the Swedish government regarding the management and extraction of natural resources 

on Swedish Arctic territory, historically partly Saami territory, is not mentioned (Government 

Offices of Sweden, 2011: 12, 17, 38-39). Svenska Dagbladet even has an article series titled 

The Battle for Saami Country during the investigated period.5 However, only one article, 

titled "Sweden is an Arctic country with great responsibility” (Eklund, 2019), is included in 

the empirical material as it was the single one explicitly mentioning the Arctic. 

Thus, the discourses exhibit the Arctic as a part of securitizing rhetoric regarding 

climate change, and Sweden’s self-proclaimed role as an environmentalist leader and 

historical context simplifies audience acceptance. However, a successful securitization 

requires actions or policies outside the boundary of standard countermeasures.  

 
5 Striden om Sameland – described as “examines the conflict that has arisen on over half of Sweden's surface. On 

the one hand, the Sami and their rights to the land as indigenous people, on the other industry, and the 

government's ambitions in important issues such as mining and wind power.” (Svenska Dagbladet, 2019). 
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Both the discourses exhibit an urgency towards acting against climate change, with 

countermeasures ranging from individual eating-habits, political incentives on a regional or 

national level, or international collaboration. The abstract and the long-term nature of the 

threat makes the issue hard to securitize (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 80–83). 

Environmentalists argue that the climate is a pressing issue, and that passivity creates urgency 

and need for panic policies, a reasoning Swedish media and state agrees on. The 

environmentalist identity can also be seen reflected in the proposed measures in the material 

unique for the Swedish case. One suggested countermeasure unique for the Swedish case, 

compared to previous research on Arctic coastal states, is the individual citizen’s 

responsibility to protect the Arctic climate as the responsibility of a global citizen.  

 

One kilo of beef a week for a year or a flight back and forth to Geneva - 

both are melting about three square meters of ice in the Arctic. As the world 

gets warmer, it has consequences, such as more drought, more severe heat 

waves, worse rainfall, and tropical hurricanes, elevated sea surface, floods, 

and melting ice sheets that, in turn, affect the weather systems. You choose 

what you burn carbon dioxide on. (Bojs, 2018) 

 

 

5.2 Traditional Security (TS) 
Traditional security is the second most used framing in the media discourse and the least-used 

framing in the state discourse. In similarity with previous research of frames regarding the 

Arctic in media and state discourses, the most significant perceived threat to the stability and 

peace of the region is Russia. There is a distinct presence of the frames Conflict and strategy 

(Klimenko, Christensen and Nilsson, 2019), The Scramble for the Arctic (Wilson Rowe, 

2013), New Cold War (Wilson Rowe, 2013) and Cold War Paralysis (Young, 1992). 

 

Russia is perceived by countries in the immediate area as the greatest threat 

to the security of the region. In recent years, Russian action has been 

marked by the fact that the country's military presence and activity in 

Sweden's vicinity have increased. Russian military presence along Russia's 

western border and in the Arctic has been strengthened  (von Sydow, 2019: 

45) 
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Russia, and its military rearming of its Arctic territory, is by far perceived as the greatest 

threat in traditional security in both the media and state discourse. In the state discourse, this 

framing is consistently used by representatives from the Ministry of Defence and members of 

oppositional political parties. This influences the media discourse’s use of the framings as the 

state discourses are either interviewed or communicate via the newspapers.  

The Arctic and Russia are mentioned in three different contexts. Firstly, in relation to 

regional challenges with a deteriorating security policy situation, secondly, relating to 

Russia's aggression against neighboring countries and, finally, in relation to the threat of 

conflict over control of the Baltic Sea. The closely interlinked framing of the Russian threat 

against the Arctic, and the threat against the Baltic Sea, is an addition to the discourse when 

compared to previous research. The different contexts are reported in both media and state 

discourse, and often in combination, which creates an image of a multi-level threat. For a 

securitizing movement to be successful, it requires audience acceptance, which is eased by a 

historical context (Buzan, Wæver, and de Wilde, 1998: 5, 30-31). Studies of Finland and 

Denmark, which are both Arctic states and borders the Baltic Sea, could identify similar 

rhetoric regarding the Baltic Sea, the Arctic, and Russia. 

Concerning the military rearmament of the Arctic, both the media and state discourse 

present a new threat to the stability of the region - China. The discourses perceive China as a 

threat on its own, and as a collaborator to Russia. Depending on which threat is perceived to 

be the biggest, Russia, China, or a Sino-Russian alliance, the presented referent object differs. 

When Russia is perceived to be the primary threat, Swedish territory is set as the referent 

object, not necessarily Swedish Arctic territory, however. When China is perceived as the 

main threat, “the Arctic” is set as a referent object – i.e., a more abstract threat that regards 

both economic and military dimensions. This aligns with the military and political security 

sector, where states and state territory are the traditional referent object of security (Buzan, 

Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 57–59).  

In media discourse, China’s role in the Arctic is described in aggressive terms by 

quoting researchers from research institutes or the state discourse, mainly representatives 

from the Ministry of Defence. The state discourse contains more objective statements 

regarding Chinese-Russian military exercises and increased Chinese interest in the Arctic. 

Which can also be explained as an effect of the formal nature of political statements. One 

common notion regarding Russia and China’s role in the Arctic as presented by the media and 

the state discourses, is suspicion of the state’s intentions, both as individual states and as 

collaborators.  
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Accuses China of using research collaborations as a means of gaining power 

and realizing its commercial and military plans in the increasingly 

politicized Arctic. A report from the US defense headquarters at the 

Pentagon also claimed that China is increasing its military presence in the 

region. (Kärnstrand, 2019). 

 

 

How does China's newly awakened interest affect the new era China has 

initiated? And how does Russian ambition affect our cooperation in the 

Arctic?  

Karin Enström (The Moderate Party) (Swedish Parliament, 2017b: 11). 

 

The relation between Sweden and Russia is marked by enmity rather than amity based 

historical wars, invasion of neighboring countries, and military infringements on Swedish 

territory by sea and air during the Cold War and afterward. In particular, the perceived threat 

of a rearming of the Russian nuclear weapon arsenal is noted several times by both the media 

and state discourse. Therefore, the framing of the Arctic through traditional security by the 

Ministry of Defence with the perceived threat of Russia and Chinese-Russian collaboration is 

not surprising. The position of the Russian threat is cemented in the institutionalized 

securitization that is the military and within the larger Swedish society. However, this is 

portrayed differently across party lines within the state discourse: 

 

” Sweden should not be a gray zone between our NATO-friends and Russia.” 

 Kerstin Lundgren (Centre Party) in (Swedish Parliament, 2017a: 40)  

 

“We could be a calming bridge between the two power-hungry presidents Trump and Putin.” 

Håkan Svenneling (Left Party) in (Swedish Parliament, 2018: 84) 

 

As a strong state with weak military capabilities and historical experience of being an 

insulator between great powers, Sweden’s action of enhanced defense cooperation is natural 

(Buzan, 1991: 106, 164). Strengthened defense cooperation with the Nordic countries, within 

the European Union and a NATO membership, are the countermeasures presented by the 

media and state discourses. NATO is represented in media discourse as the last line of defense 

for both the Arctic and the Baltic sea area. Sweden’s weakened military capabilities and 

Russia as an aggressor are framed as motives for increasing defense spending and reinforcing 

the total defense. The identified countermeasure of a NATO membership is a heated and 

lengthy discussion in Sweden, where Russia has historically been the main incentive to 

consider a membership (Bringéus, 2016: 151–153).  
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The narrative of a deteriorated security situation in Sweden’s proximity, such as in the Arctic 

region, furthers the urgency to decide on membership. A discussion of a NATO membership 

is not present in previous research, which is natural since previous research has focused on 

NATO members Canada, Denmark, Norway, the USA, and its opponent Russia. Previous 

research includes NATO as a symbol for the East versus West tensions, which is also present 

in the Swedish case.  

 

The Arctic and the Baltic Sea is where conditions for Sweden's security are 

formed. The Arctic for strategic reasons and because of raw materials and 

the Baltic Sea for security policy and symbolic reasons, in the pursuit of 

what in the Russian language is called the Sea of Peace - a sea where Russia 

dominates. Russia has, for a long time, developed new alliances for Arctic 

warfare. A Swedish membership means that NATO will have a stronger 

European leg and, not least, form a robust defense community in the Baltic 

Sea. 

Gunnar Hökmark (The Moderate Party) in Dagens Nyheter (Hökmark, 

2018) 

 

Thus, securitizing rhetoric can be identified in both the media and state discourse regarding 

the Arctic concerning traditional security. Sweden’s historically tense relationship with 

Russia and strong Nordic identity simplifies audience acceptance of the presented threats and 

countermeasures.  However, as noted in section 5.1, a successful securitization requires 

actions or policies outside the boundary of standard countermeasures. The reestablishment of 

the total defense and general military service in 2017 are extraordinary measures motivated by 

a hostile Russia but not identified as countermeasures outside of ordinary policy actions  

(Ministry of Defence, 2017; The Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency, 2019). Furthermore, 

these countermeasures emerge from the perceived threat of Russia, not as a deteriorated 

security situation in the Arctic in itself. The Arctic is merely a part of the narrative regarding 

hostile great powers Russia and China and their infringing on Swedish proximity, and even 

Swedish territory. 

 

5.3 Desecuritization (DS) 
The desecuritizing rhetoric is the second-most used in the state discourse and the least-used 

framing in the media discourse. In the frame, a recurring theme is a connection between trade, 
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economic, and regional cooperation and peace. Economic opportunities arising as a result of 

climate change are perceived as positive since it might gain interdependence and Arctic 

communities. Countermeasures identified are political action, regional collaboration in culture 

and education, and scientific cooperation. The goal of the countermeasures being to maintain 

the Arctic as a low-tension area. The statements within this framing can be seen as a mix of 

two of the desecuritizing strategies (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 18–23; Åtland, 2008: 

291). The aim is to avoid a security narrative regarding the Arctic and, at the same time, 

recognize the securitizing rhetoric used by other actors and by management create a 

desecuritization. The Swedish Arctic Strategy, which is the official stance on Arctic policy, 

has the standpoint of maintaining the Arctic as a low-tension area (Government Offices of 

Sweden, 2011). This also aligns with a Swedish tradition of aiming to create peace and 

neutrality in diplomacy and external relations. It is not considered advantageous to create 

tensions, and the threat to the Swedish Arctic is perceived to be slight.  

The small number of frames identified through this sector in the media discourse, 

only three frames, indicates that it does not contain as a compelling media message as the 

other frames. Furthermore, these three frames originated from items that held interviews with, 

or quoted, political representatives from the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The 

statements in the state discourse consistently come from the government parties of the 

Swedish Social Democratic Party and the Green Party, supported by the Left Party (The 

Swedish Institute, 2019), utilizing environmental security as the motivator for upholding 

international collaboration and peace in the region. The Moderate Party and the Centre Party, 

both oppositional parties at the time of the statements (ibid.), state their intent of stable 

regional cooperation. However, they find conflict to be more realistic and therefore proposes 

traditional security countermeasures (section 5.2) instead of desecuritizing strategies. 

Alas, there is a significant difference in how media and the state frame the Arctic, 

which aligns with results from previous research on the nexus security and the Arctic in 

media and state discourses. The message conveyed by the media discourse belongs to a 

conflict-framing with a focus on environmental and traditional security. This might lead to 

that the perception of a tension-ridden tinderbox of a region is the most widespread, which 

will make the less dramatic message of peace and cooperation less attractive. The media’s 

highlighting of environmental security can be understood by regarding what is newsworthy 

and therefore included in the media discourse. News values distinguished in this material is 

the familiarity with a climate security discussion and the conflict representation due to 

economic incentives to achieve most clicks-per-article (Galtung and Ruge, 1965: 70-73). The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_Social_Democratic_Party
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main aim of the state discourse by using this framing is to keep the region as a low-tension 

area and thereby desecuritize the narrative of the region, to try and avoid a securitization. This 

result aligns with findings from previous research, where a desecuritizing rhetoric is found in 

the state discourse.  

6. Discussion  
The results of the analysis of the study of the Swedish case mainly align with findings from 

previous research regarding representations of the Arctic in media and state discourses. The 

media discourse contains indicators of securitizing rhetoric regarding the Arctic through 

environmental and traditional security lenses (as presented in section 5.1 and 5.2.), as 

identified by previous research. The state discourse is also consistent with findings from 

previous research as containing a desecuritizing rhetoric (as presented in section 5.3). The 

results, attained by adopting a holistic approach with the studying of two discourses, thereby 

supports the previously identified gap between the alarmistic frames utilized by the media and 

the peace-seeking frames utilized by the state. Previous research argues that the discrepancy 

between media and state discourses stems from the gains of non-Arctic states to frame the 

Arctic as a conflict-ridden global commons versus the Arctic states frame of a stabile regional 

cooperation (Wilson Rowe, 2013; Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud, 2014). The global commons-

narrative is identified within the environmental security frame. However, the Arctic is framed 

as a regional issue, foremost Swedish or Nordic, not as a global commons issue with the need 

for external assistance.   

However, the desecuritizing rhetoric in the state discourse is only consistent with 

previous research when considering statements made by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs within the state discourse. These results stem from research focused solely on the 

diplomatic corps as representatives for the state discourse. This thesis’ material included a 

more significant variation of actors representing the state, such as the Government, the 

Ministry of Defence, and political representatives in the Swedish Parliament. The diverse 

material creates a richer picture than previous research and identifies that the different actors 

within the state discourse utilize different frames regarding the Arctic. The Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs consistently frames the Arctic in a desecuritizing manner, with environmental 

security as the perceived threat against peaceful regional cooperation. The Ministry of 

Defence consistently frames the Arctic in a traditional security manner. The different frames 

can be understood by the respective ministry’s raison d’etre, where the Ministry of Defence is 
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an institutionalized means to deal with insecurity and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to apply 

diplomatic means to create security (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 28–30).  

 

Two of the government's leading ministers embrace their own, separate 

security policy worldview and put it on public display when given the 

opportunity. Hultqvist's Defence Ministry rests on hampering the image of 

a threatening and dangerous Russia. Wallström intends to invite Lavrov to 

Stockholm. (Gummesson, 2017) 

 

The material indicates a feedback loop of information between the media and state discourse 

(Entman, 2003). The influence is notable in the traditional security and desecuritizing frames 

in the media discourse. For example, the desecuritizing frames in media are exclusively 

statements by political representatives, one explanation of the uneven distribution of frames 

as illustrated by table 2. In the environmental sector, non-governmental organizations such as 

Greenpeace and Worldwide Foundation are mentioned explicitly as actors who “earn their 

trade” by securitizing environmental issues (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 71). Other 

research organizations can have similar economic or existential motives to, intentionally or 

not, support a securitizing move. The feedback loop may also be a side effect of the small 

elite-expert field in the nexus of Sweden-Arctic security and research. Frequently referred to 

in the media and state discourses are research institutes and non-governmental organizations.  

The securitizing rhetoric of the Arctic in a Swedish context is closely tied to either 

climate changes in environmental security or Russia and China in traditional security, 

however not to the Arctic itself. The Arctic is a part of securitizing rhetoric regarding climate 

change, Russia, and China. With Sweden’s self-proclaimed role as an environmentalist leader 

and historical context simplifies audience acceptance. The traditional security frame and the 

environmental security frame are often combined, which strengthens the narrative of urgency. 

 

The vast sea area around the North Pole has played an obscured role in 

world politics over time. The cold, the dark, and the ice have made it too 

inhospitable for transport routes and raw material exhausts, so apart from 

submarines, polar bears, and polar scientists, no one cared very much about 

it. But now the climate, the region, and the fragile geopolitical balance are 

changing. Now the battle for the Arctic begins. (Sundberg, 2017) 
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Countermeasures applied in a Swedish context are not panic policies yet, but some of the 

proposed suggestions in both media and state discourse are quite radical. The European 

Parliament’s declaration a climate emergency, the active global, public support, and the 

decision to update the EU Arctic strategy sets for an interesting development (Council of the 

European Union, 2019; European Parliament, 2019). The narrative of an urgent climate crisis 

in the Arctic also underlines the importance of collaboration with Russia, both bilaterally and 

multilaterally. The globally deteriorated security political situation and scarcer natural 

resources enhance the Arctic’s importance. 

The securitizing, traditional security rhetoric argues for its threat perception in 

geopolitical terms, focusing on Sweden’s fixed geographical position, neighboring states, and 

military capabilities. The environmental security framing perceives threats and referents in a 

more critical geopolitical fashion, the threats and countermeasures are transboundary. 

However, the Swedish case relays that the two discourses work in parallel and even 

combined, and should be analyzed jointly to achieve a comprehensive view. Discourses and 

frames are a way for media and state to convey prioritizations of political and security issues, 

determining possible countermeasures or future narratives regarding the issue. Critical and 

classical geopolitics, therefore, works hand in hand in the Swedish case, with the discourses 

highlighting the classical geopolitical issues to facilitate audience acceptance and create 

prioritization. 

The identified securitizing rhetoric is thereby linked to security issues which have an 

active historical context and emotional response by the Swedish audience. Since the Arctic is 

a region few people have a first-hand experience of, the media is a significant influence for 

creating the image of the region (Nilsson and Christensen, 2019: 5–9). The main message of 

the Arctic in a Swedish context being as either a peripheric region of melting ice or as a part 

of Russia’s plan for world domination. These images might create a disconnect for the 

Swedish audience of the region and, thus, a difficulty in creating an emotional response to the 

concept of a threatened Arctic as a Swedish national issue. The Arctic is therefore not 

securitized in its own right, but in connection to something else. On its own, it is managed in 

a regional or domestic context in a politized sphere.   

Furthermore, the management of the Swedish Arctic is mostly absent from the 

material. This indicates a duality regarding the Swedish identity as an Arctic country. On the 

one hand, the Swedish authority over Arctic issues, based on territory, is clearly stated in 

media and state discourse. On the other hand, the actual Swedish Arctic territory, the counties 

Västerbotten and Norrbotten, is mostly absent from the material. This indicates a separation 



29 

 

from “The Arctic” and “the Swedish Arctic”, where the latter is considered a domestic 

political issue that is not dealt with as Arctic politics. 

A further investigation of the relation between the Swedish Arctic and Sweden could 

benefit from analyses through the securitization theories social security sector, which analyzes 

clashes of identity within states (Buzan, Wæver and de Wilde, 1998: 5–7). The rigid 

requirements of a successful securitization highlight an inherent weakness within the 

securitization theory, and therefore also studies that apply the theory. The flaw is the 

diminishing of minority groups to speak security. This can be seen in this material as well by 

the absence of Saami voices and their fight for rights and territory. The theory, established 

during the 1990s, puts weight on traditional mediums and functional actors to have a 

successful securitization, a more modern take would be to include social media since it 

empowers individuals and minority groups to have a more significant impact and reach 

audience acceptance.  

If this thesis’ sample selection had included keywords like Västerbotten, Norrbotten, 

Saami, a broader reflection of these issues would have been indicated in the material. 

Unfortunately, such a search would have resulted in a unmanageable amount of material. 

Furthermore, the aim of this study was the investigation of representations of securitizing 

rhetoric of the Arctic as a region and concept, not to study domestic, regional affairs, which 

would have been the focus of such a search. 

The Swedish Arctic identity is under construction in both media and state discourse. 

During the studied period, an awakening of the Arctic’s importance and Sweden’s role can be 

noted: “ believes that Swedish strategic thinking has so far taken too little notice of the 

security policy and military developments in the Arctic and how it can affect Sweden.” (von 

Sydow, 2019). Development over time in the state discourse points to a closer intertwining of 

climate policy and security policy as an official Swedish stance, based on accelerated 

warming and a deteriorating security political situation. If this development is influenced by, 

or the result of, a securitizing media discourse is difficult to determine, but the empirical 

material shows a synergy and a feedback loop between the two discourses.  
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7. Conclusion  
This thesis aimed to study and compare frames of the Arctic in Swedish media and state 

discourses, drawing on securitization theory and framing theory. The thesis’ research 

questions were: 

➢ Based on securitization theory, how is the Arctic framed in Swedish media and state 

discourse?  

➢  How do the media and state discourses compare to each other and the findings of 

previous research? 

The results stated a dominance for utilizing the frame of environmental security for both the 

media and state discourse. The media discourse utilized frames through environmental and 

traditional security, aligning with previous research’s findings of the media’s use of 

securitizing rhetoric regarding the Arctic. The desecuritizing frame was found exclusively in 

the state discourse, aligning with previous research’s findings of a peaceful, stabilizing 

rhetoric regarding the Arctic. 

Sweden’s deep-rooted identity of environmentalism can explain the dominance of 

the environmental frame and the increasing awareness of the consequences of climate change. 

Sweden’s enmity relationship with Russia can explain the utilization of traditional security 

frames. The empirical material indicates that the Swedish media and state discourses present 

the Arctic as either a global common threatened by climate change or as a regional territory in 

proximity threatened by Russia. An interesting feature is the increased role of China as a 

perceived threat during the investigated period. A threat that, in combination with Russia, is 

seen as increasingly important and prioritized. 

However, within the Swedish state discourse, both a desecuritizing rhetoric and 

traditional security rhetoric are identified. Previous research had diplomats represent the state 

discourse; this study included the parliament and other ministries. The desecuritizing frames 

are utilized by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the traditional security frames by the 

Ministry of Defence. The use of frames regarding the Arctic within the state discourse also 

indicates a division along the party line. The government parties 2017-2019 (The Swedish 

Social Democratic Party, Green Party, with the support of the Left Party) during the period 

utilize a combination of environmental and desecuritizing frames, i.e., due to the fight against 

climate change, a peaceful and stable region is the best to counteract further tensions. The 

oppositional parties, in the material mainly the Moderate Party, utilizes a combination of 

environmental and traditional frames, i.e., due to climate change and the increased Russian 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_Social_Democratic_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_Social_Democratic_Party
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threat, Sweden needs to increase defense cooperation. The utilization of diverging frames 

within the state has not been presented by previous studies, and warrants for continued 

research. Another suggestion for future research is to include a wider variety of materials, for 

example, by studying speech acts in the popular media forms of social media, podcasts, and 

video material.  

The study highlights the importance of language as meaning-making in the form of 

frames and contexts when presenting and discussing the region. The choice to use one frame 

over the other has consequences on what is perceived as a threat, how to prioritize the 

perceived threats, and which countermeasures are suitable. Furthermore, research that 

encompasses and analyze different types of security is essential to answer the complex and 

transboundary international security issues of the future.  

Another distinguishing feature of the Swedish case is the unwillingness to discuss the 

Arctic on its own volition or as a part of a Swedish identity. In previous case studies, the 

connection between the Arctic and climate change, and Russia is present, but a more 

considerable extent of the research discusses the Arctic on its own or as a part of national 

identity. The Swedish Arctic identity is a work in progress, and a shift towards more inclusion 

of the region in the Swedish media and state discourse is noted. The overall implication is that 

the Arctic is of growing political importance and gaining media traction - yet the management 

of the region remains a debated issue in the media and within the state. The Arctic is no 

longer seen as a periphery region, but as a reflection of current and future global challenges 

and possibilities. 
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